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Or THE 


MARQUIS DE VILLEBON. 
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LETTER I. 


o 


Dover. | 


M. deareſt Mother will be delighted 
at receiving a Letter from me, dated on 
this ſide the water. I came over under 
che protection of Monſieur le Marquis Fs 
3 de Cologne, who, you muſt remember, I 1 


bave very often named to you formerly, 8 
When our letters went more regulatiy. T1! 
vo Le. I. 


\ | N 
B had 0 1 1 4 7 f 
0 » , "> 


- 
H 
. ot a 
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had likewiſe the ſupreme felicky of being 
accompanied by the friend of my heart, 


Louiſa Conway, who I hope to have the 
pleaſare of introducing to you in a few 
days. We are prevented from travelling 
faſt, as ſhe is in ſo bad a ſtate of health, 
that ſhe is forced to reſt upon the road, 
and to proceed by ſhort ſtages. We only 
landed laſt night at Dover; and I can- 


not deſcribe to you my ſenſations at the 


moment, after dangers and difficulties 
which I ſhall not ſpeak of till we meet. 
There was ſomething extremely comfort. 
able in the contraſt that preſented itſelf, 
and the placid countenances we met upon 
theſe happy ſhores of true freedom, and 
thoſe we had ſo recently turned our 


backs upon: maſſacre, and terror, were 


written upon the face of every 
Frenchman in Paris. I have tales to 


relate which will ſurpriſe and ſhock 
you; of huſbands and fathers torn 
from their wretched wives and or- 
phans:— but I will not damp your joy at 
3 dying * out of ſuſ DENCE upon my ac- 


count, 


* 2 
count, by dwelling upon the ſcenes I have 
been witneſs to. Let us thankful to 
the great Diſpoſer o events- for the 
merciful goodneſs we have received at 
his hands. I long moſt impatiently to 
fling myſelf into your arms, and truſt 
there will be no impediments ariſe to pre- 


vent its occurring in a ſhort time. Adieu, 
my deareſt madam. 5 


Your moſt dutiful daughter, 


Wag SELWAY. 


14 J 


irn . 


—— 
*» 


Mzifs Selway to Monſieur de Cologne. 


— — 


Ce ee 


MY DEAR SIR, 


Y. oo kindly expreſſed a wiſh to hear of 
us upon our arrival, and I take the earlieſt 
moment of complying with your obliging 
requeſt. | | 


It is with infinite ſatisfaction that I in- 
form you how much better bur protegee 
Louiſa bore the journey than we expected. 
We w re five days upon the road. My 
| mother was anxiouſly looking out for us, 
and was beyond meaſure tranſported when 

' ſhe beheld me. I had the happineſs of 
x | finding 


ES 3 


finding her not in the leaſt altered in ap- 
pearance from what ſhe was five years 
ago. I told you, I believe, that Mr. Au- 
brey was her firſt love, though her ſecond 
huſband. Prudential motives induced 
my grandfather to refuſe giving him his 
conlent, and to recommend my father to 


her. As ſhe had a great eſteem for him, 


and was under great awe of her parents, 
ſhe gave him her hand; and luckily ſhe 
had no cauſe to repent, as they were hap- 
pier than people generally are, who come 
together without mutual affection. He 
died when I was a child, and left it his 
requeſt that 1 ſhould be educated abroad; 
and that her tenderneſs. to me might not 
occaſion her interrupting my improve- 
ment, he made a point of her not ac- 
companying me thither. Poor man! had 
he known the real advantage of a mother 


in France, he would not have made ſuch 
a reſtriction, 


* 
* 


She had a very excellent jointure, and 


as Mr. Aubrey was ſtill ſingle, it was not 
| B 3 unna- 


55 
3 


— — 


my mother. 


18 


unnatural but they ſhould form an al- 
liance; and they are certainly at this mo- 


ment, by all accounts, the happieſt couple 


in the whole world. 


They have purchaſed a pretty cottage, 
near Swanſea, in South-Wales; he hav- 
ing a great partiality to that country, as 
it was there he became acquainted with 
He has a very good houſe 
in town, but the Bath waters are at pre- 
ſent thought neceſſary for him, and he 
intends going there this winter; which 
gives me hopes of meeting you, as you 


faid you ſhould certainly be there in De- 
cember. 
your ſon, and that you have been fortu- 


I hope you have already ſeen 


nate enough to get over all your remit- 


tances in ſafety. 


My mother begs her moſt grateful 
compliments, in which ſhe is joined by 


Mr. Aubrey, and my dear Louiſa; and 


we are unanimous in wiſhing that you 
would 
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LETTER III. 


— — ͤK—nŮ[— 


Monteur de Cologne to Miſs Selway. 


DEAR MADAM, 


I AM, this moment, honoured by your 
welcome Epiſtle, and I congratulate you 
with all my heart upon the convaleſcence 
of Miſs Conway, and I hope ſhe will have 
no relapſe, but that her health and ſpirits 
may both be reſtored to her perfectly. 


' In obedience to your commands, I will 
ſpeak to you a little of myſelf: I went 
8 immediately after I had the misfortune of 
ml  lofing my fair companions, to my banker's, 
and found all my remittances in ſafety. 
1 found allo by drafts of my ſon's that he 

| was 
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amendments ſhould be undertaken, as 


T4 9 | 
was at Lord Anſley's, (his late mother's 
brother, who lives in Staffordſhire) and 
I intend joining them as ſoon as I have 
arranged ſome buſineſs. I have met with 
vaſt numbers of my countrymen, and am 
aſtoniſhed at the immenſe collections that 
ave been made for the Emigrants. I am 
impatient to ſee your Miniſter, who I have 
often heard compared to our Sully; this 
is my third time of being in England, and 
1 have a multitude of my wife's relations 
to find out, whom I have heard nothing 
of fince the troubles in my unhappy 
country firſt began; at that time, I was 
among thoſe who wiſhed the 'government 
of France to be leſs deſpotic, and more 
moderate; but I dreaded the beginning 
of ſuch a reform, as there 1s too often 
vaſt blood-ſhed, and convulſions the moſt 
vioknt, before any capital alteration can 
take place in a large country; therefore 
there ſhould be great caution before 


France has been a miſerable inflance of; 
it ſurpriſes me to obſerve among the de- 


B 5 mocrats 


20 3 
mocrats ſo many of the ci-deyant noblẽſſe 
of France; but perhaps from terror ori- 
ginally, or badneſs of heart, they ſacrifi- 
ced their families, and joined with a deſ- 
perate banditti, and poſſibly to avoid the 
guillotine, for how otherwiſe can one ac- 
count for the infatuation of men in high 
rank giving up their dignities, their for- 
tunes, and their principles to link with 
ſuch monſters; but I will not in my 
very indifferent Engliſh talk pvlitics to 
you my young friend, who have ſo lately 
ſeen ſuch direful effects; and have been 
eye witneſs to ſuch ſcenes of cruelty; I 
will let your mind reſt, and be at peace 


in the happy circle you deſcribe. You 


bid me write to you in my own language; 
but I am diſobedient becaule I love to 
perfect myſelf in the Engliſh. I am in- 
debted to my dear wife for what little 
knowledge I have of it. She was, as I 
have before told you, a native of this 
country, and of one of the firſt families 
in it; I became enamoured of her while 
her father was Embaſlador at the French 
fn | court, 
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court, and I thank heaven for the many 
years of happineſs we enjoyed together, 
though they ate gone by, alas! My ſon 
much reſembled her, when 1 laſt ſaw him, 
and I hope he is not grown out of a re- 
ſemblance that will doubly endear him to 
me. His education is now finiſhed, and 
I have heard that he has done great credit 
to the pains that have been taken to ac- 
compliſh him. He ſpeaks. Engliſh admi- 
rably, and can pronounce with facility 
your conſonants that are fo. difficult to 
foreigners. Pray, my dear Miſs Selway, 
with my beſt compliments and thanks, ſay 
to Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey, that I will cer 
tainly ſome time ox other pay my reſpects 
to them. And Lam, with the moſt cor= 
dial good wiſhes to yourſelf and friend, 


Your moſt faithful, 5% 


Humble ſervants; 
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LETTER IV. 


| M/ Conway to Miſs Willoughby. 
= = — — — 


Burton Cottage. 


*. 


I: is many months, my dear friend, ſince 
I have had it in my power to ſend you, 
or my Aunt, any intelligence reſpetting 
myſelf ; and you muſt, of courſe, have 
been much alarmed at my being ſo long in 
that land of barbarians. Ever ſince our 
convent was demoliſhed, I have been in 
a little lodging in Paris, where I took re- 
fuge with my dear Auguſta Selway, whom 
I have ſo often mentioned to you, as be- 
ing my choſen friend. We thought it 
expedient to be in' a very humble way, 
and to be very quiet in a country, where, 
Fe 5 if 


( 8 1 

if you look but on the wrong fide of the 
way, your head is devoted to the guillo- 
tine, We had been lucky, before Paris 
was in this ſtate of anarchy and confuſion 
to be frequently in company with the 
Marquis de Cologne, who is a Man of a- 
bout fifty, and the leaſt of a Frenchman 
of any one I ever ſaw; he married the 
daughter of an Engliſh nobleman, and 
has not only contracted the manners of 


which being tempered with the ci- devant 


moſt pleaſant gentleman. It is extraor- 
dinary that he ſhould have been reſident 


great a favourite he was of the late King's, 


among the national convention and ay. 


her country, but really the frankneſs, 


politeſſe of the French, renders him a 


fo long in Paris ſince the rebellion began, 
without being an object of miſtruſt; or 
jealouſy; notwithſtanding his connexions 
here, and that it was well known how 


and that he never had by any chance al- 
tered his principles. Lately however, it 
was whilpered to him that ſomething 
had tranſpired much to his „ : 
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he knew they do not take time to weigh 


/ at Calais, we were all taken before the 


[ 14 : © 


matters, neither do they exerciſe upon 
any occaſion either juſtice or lenity, he 
thought it adviſable to make a rapid re- 
treat; leaving his eſtates to the care of 
his ſteward, who, he apprehends, will be 
forced to abandon the charge to avoid 
the guillotine. His ſon is educated in 
England, in order that he might be as 
little of a Frenchman as poſſible. The 
Marquis immediately communicated to 
us, the neceſſity there was of his eſcaping 
without loſs of time, and that he had 
formed a plan for that very night, leſt he 
ſhould be arreſted, if he delayed it. He 
offered us his protection, and we conſent- 
ed moſt joyfully to truſt ourſelves with 
him. Accordingly, we left Paris that 
very evening, unperceived; and procured 

ith very high bribes, paſſports: of courſe 

e diſguiſed ourſelves; notwithſtanding, 


1 
* 


Mayor, and ordered into ſecurity. Vou 
may ſuppoſe how much we were alarmed. 
for our lives, and eſpecially for the poor 
Sd | Marquis, 


_ 

Marquis, whoſe face had been ſo fre- 
quently ſeen en paſſant there; as far as 
my own danger went, I certainly was 
not a coward, for I had been ſo miſerable, . 
and at the ſame time, for a long while in 
fuch an ill ſtate of health, that I was in- 
different what became of me after I was 
once in the hands of theſe ſavages; all 

I hoped was, that I ſhould*die a natural 
death, but I had then little reaſon to ex- 
pect it. However, Providence releaſed 
us from this irkſome ſituation ſoon. We 
were one night awoke by the Marquis, 
who told us to riſe, that we had not a mo- 
ment to loſe; if we were not expeditious. 
we were undone. Vou may guels that 
ve were as little tardy as poſſible in obey- 
ing the ſummons. We were on the- 
quay in a quarter of an hour, and there 
was only one miſerable boat that we 
could unchain, into which we immediately 
truſted ourſelves upon the wide ocean in 
one of the darkeſt nights I ever remem- 
ber. The Marquis was a famous failor g, 
he underſtood ſteering; we found a litile 


» 


bit 1 
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L 16 ] 
bit of a fail, and as the wind was not 
againſt us, we reached Dover the next 
evening, when I was more dead than alive, 
firſt with ſea-ſickneſs; and when landed, 
ſo many different ſenſations overpowered 
me, I fainted away almoſt the moment 
in which I ſet my foot upon my native 
land My friends were ſo kind to ſtop 
at Dover ſome days upon my account, 
though I intreated Monſieur de Cologne 
to leave me with Auguſta, and with my 
French maid Annette; however we all 
travelled together as far as London, and 
then we took our leave of the Marquis, 
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and proceeded by flow degrees to Miſs 
[ Selway's mother's in South Wales. I 
1 dougght to have told you in what manner 3 
b o0dur eſcape was effected; the Marquis gave Þ 
aäalan entertainment to all our guards, and in- ü 
g . 3 toxicated them to ſuch a degree, by inſuſ- 
1 Y ing into the bowls of liquor, a ſufficient Wi 
| quantity of laudanum, to quiet them for a . 
1 convenient number of hours. He had | 
i 5 not time to tell us this, nor did it even 
i | occur 10 us to enquire till we were ſafe - 
N 
10 
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in Dover, ſo terrified and agitated were 
we; and ſo buſy with the little bark was 
he upon our voyage over. We were 


vet through, and almoſt ſtarved; we had 
touched nothing but bread in our con- 


finement, and you may ſuppoſe that in 


my ſtate, I wanted particularly nouriſh- 


ment. Our friend is endowed with ex- 
treme ſtrength of body as well as mind, 


the uncertainty of finding large remit- 


tances that he had made. After we ſepa- 


rated from our worthy companion, we 
travelled in great ſecurity and comfort, 


dy flow ſtages, to Mrs. Aubrey's. I 
found her a moſt charming woman, ex- 
tremely handſome, even yet with an air ſo 

WT commanding, and at once ſo intereſting. 


and feminine, that I was ſtruck with ad- 


4 | miration and affection. Her joy at her 
8 daughter's approach, overcame her; they 
WE fainted in each other's arms. When ſhe. 
1 recovered, ſhe fell upon her knees, ank 
5 | thanked heaven, and moſt fervently and - 5 
. piouſly. 


and he was wonderfully chearful notwith- 
X ſtanding the eſtates he had quitted, and 


xl 


# 
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piouſly did ſhe offer thankſgiving to the 
Almighty who had thus reſtored to her 
through ſo many perils and dangers, her 
beloved daughter. I was wrapped up in 
contemplating, as well as my hurry of ſpi- 
rits, and the flurry I was in would allow, 
her figure, her feelings, and our late moſt 
lamentable ſituation. We all wept, not 
from ſadneſs, but from ſympathetic joy, 
from a ſenſation which is indeſcribable. * 
Mr. Aubrey is a gentlemanly pleaſing man ; 
in ſhort, the whole family appear to mo N 
3 amiable. 


As for myſelf, I endeavour to join in 
their mirth, (for they are all gaity at pre- 
ſent) but alas! I feel a greater propen- 
fity to reflect upon the things that are 
paſt; the horrid ſcenes I have left behind 
bave made an indelible impreffion upon 
me. The number of dear friends I have 
loſt, of pleafant acquaintances, whom 1 
have known guillotined; and the wives, 
daughters, and ſiſters whom I have belp- 
0 1 to conſole ; theſe retroſpedive views 
8 croud 
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crowd upon my mind; though I am moſt 
thankful for the miraculous eſcape I have 
had, yet the remembrance of what pre- 
ceded it, perpetually brings it back with 
all it's horrors to my preſence; and I 
cannot be cheerful. My Auguſta ſtrains 
every nerve to enliven me, but I am ſorry 
to ſay, in vain. At times my own forlorn 
proſpeAs add to my other melancholy 
reflettions. My helpleſs ſituation with- 
out a mother to guide me! It is a ſad 
thing for a young woman to have had 
that loſs; I think of the two worſe, than 
even being deprived of a father. But I 


am not competent to judge, having loſt 


mine ſo early. I dread being of age, I 


XX dread. being miſtreſs of myſelf without 
any particular point to ſteer to; I know 
not how to enter into buſineſs, and have 


no friend to employ in my money mat- 
ters ; the acquaintance of my dear parents 


vill have no doubt forgotten me; I muſt 
bave therefore to force myſelf into their 
remembrance. In ſhort, my entree into 


life ſeems formidable; but you will think 


33 Tan 


* 3x 
I am become a ſad croaker; indeed I 
was naturally (as I believe you can teſtify) 
of a very contented diſpoſition, but no 
young perſon ever had their views and 
ſchemes in life ſo cruelly cut off. The 
world is become a chaos to me. 1 
have, however, endeavoured to fortify ul 
myſelf in the midſt of my gloomy reflec. 
tions upon the paſt, by a reliance and hope 
of protection and guidance from that Pro- 
vidence, that has hitherto preſerved me; 
and it is no ſmall ſatisfaction to me, that 
I ſhall not only be independent, but en- 
abled by the ample fortune I am about 
to poſſeſs, to adminiſter comforts to 
numbers around me. This idea at leaſt 
makes me thankful for my affluence, 
though it does not heal an aching heart 
like mine. You will think I ſend you a 
very diſmal ditty, and yet my lamentations 3 
as they are accompanied by information 
of my ſafety, will, I know, be accepta- 
ble to you and my Aunt. I have much 
to ſay of what 1 have ſeen, much to 
relate of what I have felt; oh, this 
E | dire- 
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direful revolution! where, when will it 
end! I purpoſe being with you as 
X ſoon as my friends here think I have 
9 had bathing ſufficient; at preſent the 
journey is more than I could ſo ſoon 
again bear; from my Aunt's, I ſhall go 
to London, and have the dreaded meet- 
ing with my guardians; I fhall in fix 
I weeks be of age: they have never been 
much annoyed by me, but they made 
XX ſome complaints of my expences while at 
the convent. It was utterly impoſſible 
to be an œconomiſt there, even if there 
had been any particular occaſion for my 
being ſo. There were ſo many maſters, 
ſo many impoſitions; I had ſuch a routine 
b perpetually of engagements, owing to my 
having at firſt been ſo much introduced, 
1 (for which I think myſelf indebted to 
Lord Edgemore, ) that really my expen- 
ces were unavoidable. Convents, where 
WT girls are upon the footing we were, are 
I W moſt terrible things 1 really think; no 
care as to their religion, or obſervance 
of it, if you are a Proteſtant. The pen- 
: f oners 


\ 


22 J 


fioners were in every reſpe&@ their o 
miſtreſſes; if they conformed to a par- 
ticular hour, which was the rule at our. 
houſe, they might be otherwiſe free 
agents. I have experienced myſelf ſo 4 
much freedom, that if they were to be 
again in exiſtence as before, I would 
not for all the world ſend a daugh- 7 
ter to be educated there. I conceive, 
that the very independent life they 
lead, is ſeldom expected by parents 
who truſt their daughters at ſuch a 
diſtance from them. The diſſipated life 
of one part of the family, and the rigid 
forms and manners of the other, form a 
ſtriking contraſt ; but it is, I ſhould ſup- 
poſe, now unneceſſary to inveigh againſt 
this ſort of education, for it will be a 
century or two, I believe, before peo. 
ple will again think France a proper 
place to ſend their children to, upon a AY 1 
plan of improvement. Farewell my dear 
Couſin; I look forward with extreme © 
impatience, for the moment of our meet- 
ing, to chat Ns, 1 ſhall embrace the 


firſt 


a 1 


rſt companion of my youth, and my. 
ſt affect 


dear good Aunt. 


ionately, 


3 mo 
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LETTER V. 


—— 
Mr. Freeman to Sir Thomas Stanhope. 


— 


DEAR TOM, , 
wanſea. 


Y ov will, I know, be diverted to hear ll 
that we are all come to a little ſtupid 
town ſuch as this, where the ſea-bathing i 
is not inviting, and we know not a ſingle 
creature in the whole principality of 
Wales: the faRt is, as you will gueſs, we iſ 
are deviliſh ſhort of caſh juſt now, ſo Fo 
that we are better ſuited than at any of .Y 
the faſhionable watering places; (that is 
Danby and myſelf,) Wentworth agreed 
to belong to us upon our promiſing io 
be very ſober, &c. He knows, and ad- 
mires the country around us of all things: 

| and 
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» and to confeſs the truth, the drives and 
ides are very beautiful, and we go 
YL ſomewhere every morning; and after 
4 Winner, we have limited ourſelves to a 


ED ottle of claret each; ſo mis temperance, 
4 1 nd going to bed very early, vill, it is to 
e hoped, recruit at once our health and 
Hour finances, againſt the ſeaſon comes 
ound for ſhaking the dice- box, &c. &c. 
me delightful metropolis again. We 
23 re now and then amuſed by our land- 
© ay; (for you are to know, we have 
ackily got a lodging that contains us and 
ur ſervants,) the people's names are 


at I can hardly underſtand their clipped 
Fords; the woman frequently makes us 


e talks faſter than a mag-pie. One wet 


very amuſing; ſhe gave us the hiſto- 
es of all the people 1 in the country: ſne 


fered to take us io Mr. Talbot's fine 
Vor. I. C 


place 


lewyln, and they ſpeak ſo Welchi ſied, 


eeſents from her garden, and makes 
oching of bringing them in after dinner 
erſelf, which is ſomewhat annoying, as 


ay laſt week, ſhe came in, and really 


„ 
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place ſomewhere, and to his other ſeat 
ſomewhere elſe, where an Orangerie, ſhe 
aſſured us was to be ſeen, © worth croſſ- 
ing the Alps for; that once belonged to her 

Majeſty, Queen Elizabeth.“ She further 4A . 
wiſhed to accompany us to Neath, where ⁶ 
is to be ſeen, a very beautiful place called 
the Knoll. In ſhort, © ſhe was intimate | 6 | 


curioſities 6 nothing, if we would zo.” | ft 
Upon our preſent plan, the viewing things 
valuable, gratis, might have had its due 
weight; but it muſt have had the additi- 
onal inducement of a pleaſanter compa- 
nion than Mrs. Llewyln. You will think 42 
Tom, that we muſt be in a piteous caſe, 9 
to endure her gabble a moment; but i 
though it is ſometimes a bit of a bore, 
we are now and then made to laugh by 
her oddity, and that, fituated as we are 
for three months, is no ſmall point gained. 
Poſſibly you will ſuſpect that ſhe is a i 
beauty; but do not harbour ſuſpicions 3 : 
upon that ſcore, for ſhe is a mighty hi- 
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WE deous little trundle. She has a ſhort fat 
8 | perſon, with great goggling grey eyes, 
= without the ſmalleſt attempt at an eye 
"WT brow; her cheeks a mottled kind of fiery 
4 red ; her front teeth ſhe has had the misfor- 
dane to loſe, which has taught her an 
DT aukward trick, of putting up her hand to 
her mouth, every time ſhe grins, which 
me does inceſſantly. This candid biſ- 
tory of the perſon, &c. of Mrs. Llewyln, 
1 will, I truſt, ſet you at reſt for the peace 
of her huſband, who keeps a very pro- 
table trading veſſel between this and 
London. She has a daughter up in the 
4 WT garret, whom we have never ſeen, but 
ve hear her playing leſſons on the piano- 
orte, and finging very frequently; we 


have bets, whether it is for her beauty, 
or her [reſemblance to her mother, that 


ſhe is ſo cruelly ſhut up;—the odds are, 


$ that one or other of us find out in time. 


i I often ſee her dinner carrying up ſtairs; 
b ſhe never goes out till the hours the 


F mother's maid accompanies her. 


£ I bats make their appearance, and tlien' her 


5 C 2 To- 


4 
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To-morrow we mean to go to the 
rooms, they muſt be pretty ſort of things 
truly, but we go upon our old plan, to 


laugh, and I ſhould think the Taffies 
will ſome of them furniſh us with an 


opportunity. The Miſſes who come to | 


dip in this yellow ſea, go about ſuch fi- 
gures, that it is quite a treat to ſee them, 
they are at leaſt in faſhion twenty years 


behind hand. The lower ſort of people $ 


here, are the dirtieſt creatures I ever be- 
held, which, from the neat appearance 
of their cottages on the outſede, you 
would not believe. There is a very 
ſmoaky atmoſphere at times hereabouts, 
and I fancy it muſt be unhealthy, owing 
to the coal-pits, &c. and the look of 


the ſea, occaſioned by the colour of A 


its ſand, makes the bathing by no means 


' tempting. The country around Swanſea, 


is extremely beautiful, and the views in 
South Wales are wonderfully pitureſque. 


The vales are very rich, and the hills on 
each fide are delightfully interſperſed 


with thick woods, and the cleaneſt look- 
OED ing 


uh 3 


ing white cottages, and they form a moſt 
= plcaſing contraſt, and ſeem quite en- 
= chanting, after the dreary mountains that 
precede them. The ſcenes are neither 
1 ſo magnificent, nor ſo bold, as thoſe in 
1 North Wales, but each are exquiſitely 
ne in their different ſtyles. You ſee 
| 8 that I am not abſolutely fixed upon 
| 8 abuſing every thing I lee, ben I am diſ- 
Y appointed as to the bathing, Baving been 
accuſtomed to the open ſhores at Wey- 
6 mouth, and the delicious company at 
J Brighton: this therefore as a watering 
place, appears to me execrable. Now 
l am going to dreſs for the rooms, and 
for my own ſake, as well as yours, I 
hope to be able to conclude my letter 
vith panegyric, inſtead of ſatire. 


Would you believe it Tom, I am re- 
urned very much ſatisfied with the 
evening I have ſpent; I have danced ' 
vich a moſt lovely woman, a Miſs Selway;z 
and, what was ſomething odd, an old ac 
C 3 quaint- 
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quaintance of Wentworth's. She is the 
daughter, by a firſt huſband, of a Mrs. 
Aubrey, who lives near this place, and 
ſhe (together with another young lady 
who was of the party) has been educated 
in France, but their convent was de- 9 
ſtroyed, and they have ſince made their % 
exit with a French nobleman, whoſe ap- 

prehenſions of the guillotine, drove him 1 
from Paris. Miſs Conway, the compa- 
nion to my charmer, and a particular 
friend of Wentworth's, is a very fine | 
woman, and has a moſt intereſting man- 
ner, but ſhe is rather too languiſhing, 
or piano, for my taſte. The other is A 
much more lively and animating; beſides, RY 
ſhe is of the middling ſtature; her friend 
is too tall, her features too regular; how. : 

ever, we have divided opinions upon this 
ſubject; Danby agrees with Wentworth, 
that Miſs Selway is not to be mentioned 
with her friend, but they allow, that when Wl 
the ſpeaks, ſhe has the moſt engaging ai 
countenance, and for my part, I never 
| faw- one I thought ſo brilliant. They 
| have 
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a altogether, of French women, but 
it is impoſſible to have lived ſo long 
1 among any ſet of people, without in ſome 
4 degree, contrafting their appearance and 
2 manners. They ſpeak with great hor- 
I ror of the ſcenes they have left behind; 

VB hey ſeem to think, that there are vaſt 
numbers of Loyaliſts, if they had dared 
7 eclare themſelves, It ſeems to me, that 
5 Gf the Ariſtocrats had made a party, and 
2 Wbeen- unanimous in their proceedings, 
4 1 they might have ſaved their King, and 
eruſhed the faction. Now it is too late 
3 | 3 to hope even for the Republic to be 
hanged, they are ſo cautious, that you 


d 1 A muſt. not ſpeak twice to your friend in 
— Paris, without being luſpeQed ol plotting 
is ens againſt the ſtate. 

h, 

d Aubrey is the name of Miſs Selway' 8. 


J J Puuſbend. They are all very pleaſant 
people; ve ſupped together after the 
R nce, and which is commonly the caſe 


MW ave rather too much the, dreſs, and 


ther, ſhe being married to a ſecond 


C4 where. 
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where people have been much in the 
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world, we became at once very much 3 | 
acquainted, Miſs Selway never once A 
ſaid ſhe ſhould be glad to ſee us, at which " 
I was mortified, though it would not have 
been the etiquette to be ſure. Mr. Au- Y 
brey, when we parted, ſaid he ſhould 4 5 
do himſelf the honor of waiting upon us. 
By my ſaying ſo much you will really be 1 
alarmed for my heart, but in truth, my 2 
friend, I have been as much in love at 
firſt ſight, about an hundred times, and 3 
at the 16 it has gone off 
like a ſhot; I hope to have the ſame. good 
fortune this time, for I deteſt the thoughts I 
of matrimony, and ſhould, if my, wile | 4 x 
was an angel, be tired of her in a week; 
with theſe, ſentiments, I. ſhould be a 
great raſcal to win the aſſections of any | 
woman, or to think of * 


* > OY fi. 


TO __ 
— > 


"Miſs mk is in a bad tate of. health | 
pai did not venture to dance; ſhe and 
Wentworth ſat by, tete à tete, the whole 
evening; I thought the gentleman looked 


much 
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8 ach embarraſſed at the rencontre; but 
Y diſcovered no particular emotions but 
A Evility in the lady's countenance. He 
ad us when we came home, that of all the 
4 9 omen in the world, ſhe was moſt dear 
dim, but that ſhe had a prior attach- 
ent, and therefore love was a ſubje& 
e never talked to her upon; ſhe has an 
Int, and ſome other relations of her 
Dother's, living in Yorkſhire, but that her 
4 1 ther was a Weſt Indian, and ſhe was 
only child; ſhe is juſt coming of age, 
ad vin be miſtreſs of a very large for- 
I A ine. Wentworth 1s afraid that there is 
= preſent ſome tale of woe belonging to 
cr hiſtory, ſince he was in Paris; for 
7 Pree years ago, he uſed to meet her at 
= all the aſſemblies in very good ſpirits; 
t that upon his way home he paſſed 
0 Prough Paris, and found her the moſt 
iedded of human beings; 1 comforted 
th, q m with the hope that her lover might 
ind 2 ve been guillotined out of the way; 
ole It as be is no Frenchman, he ſhuddered 
3 the idea, and reproved me for the le- 
= - C5 vity 
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oned having loſt ſeveral dear friends 
fince the confuſion in that unhappy Z? 
country, and ſeemed to account for the 
dejeQtion he had ſeen her in, from the 
ſcenes that had ſo recently paſſed around A 
her; but I have ſwelled: my letter to an 3 
immoderate ſize, and you poſſibly would 4 J 
have been equally pleaſed with leſs of m 
nonſenſe: I muſt juſt add, that I have 3 : 
been to. Cardiff ſince I commenced my 
Epiftle; and they ſhewed me where A | I g 
Robert, Duke of Normandy was twenty- 8 
_ eight years confined by his brother, 1 
Henry I. and it is ſaid, had his eyes 3 4 
put out in a red-hot copper baſon. 1 I 
wiſh you would join our party; Danby 7? 3 
ſays we are all-very ſtupid, and I am 
al opinion that it is be then who in. 
Feas us; after all, a ſet of fellows who 


— 


* 


_ » Have been accuſtomed to lounge all the 


morning in St. James's-Street, Pall-Mall, 4 
and Bond-Street; and to ſpend every 1 
evening at Brooks's, &c. are deviliſh bel] 1 
— when out of their latitude, 


and 
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nd ſomething ſubjeQ to ennui. I ſeem, 
3 3 owever, to anticipate ſome very agreea. 
4 Lie days, through our acquaintance with 
bis family : ſhould 1 continue my ado- 
1 ation of the fair theme of my preſent 
ng, you ſhall hear the miracle i Inconh- 
9 J Inenily. 


Adieu, 
Yours, 


CraRLes FaRELMAN.. 


——— 


From Miſs Willoughby to Miſs Conway, 


g Wil loughby Place i 


— 


I. is not poſſible to deſcribe, my deareſt 


9 
* 


Louiſa, the j y it afforded us to ſee once 
more your hand writing; nor can I give 


vou the leaſt idea of the anxiety we have 
ſuffered for months upon your account. 
We fancied every thing that was dread- 


ful, and my Aunt had a thouſand dreams 


which (as you know ſhe is a little ſuper- 
ſtitious) added every now and then the 
horrors of her ſuſpenſe. I pray God 

1 5 you 


- 
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Y you may ſoon. find the bathing has ſuffici- 
ently ſet you up to undertake a journey 
to friends who impatiently long to ſee 
XX you. We want to hear your plans, to 
4 | hear again the ſound of your dear voice; 
ve have ſhed tears of joy and thankful. | 
gneſs ever ſince the welcome tidings of 
your ſafety. arrived. 


My Aunt bids:2 me ſay how much in- 


for his attention and tenderneſs to you. 
1 had ſome months ago almoſt forſworn ! 
JP ever having any. intercourſe . with the 
I French again, but I have been more than 


t once of hte induced to alter my ſenti- 
e | .Y ments, and I am returned to my original 
e 9 opinion, that prejudices againſt a whole 
e i N nation of people are equally abſurd- and 
. I illiberal; there are numbers. of good and. , 
- bad in all parts, and that there is a mul- 
5 gutude of French people, who ſhudder at 
we proceedings in France, and reprobate 
e the whole buſineſs we axe daily convin- 


ed of. It happens that there are as 
r number 


debted ſhe feels to Monſieur.de Cologne 


1 
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number of Emigrants juſt now. in this 
neighbourhood, ſome of whom have been 
particularly recommended to us. You. 
remember ſome months before you left 
the convent, my telling you of a charm 
ing family that I met at Bath, and I 
had influence enough with them to bring 
them here to ſettle;. I did: not tell you 
their names, or indeed, that they were re- 
fugees, becauſe I was afraid:of the fate of 
my letter, and that it might fall upon any 
relations they have left behind. They 
have been in Germany ever fince they had 
attended their King on his eſcape, at the 
time when the inn-keeper ſo inhumanely 
diſcovered him: they were ſuffered, in 
the confuſion, to proceed; they have been 
a year and a half in Fngland; and had con- 
trived, with the aſſiſtance of their agents, 
Kc. to get over a very large ſum: of mo- 
ney in ſafety to this kingcom, which they 
hoped to live upon in tolerable comfort 
for many years, let matters end well, or 
ill; but they have ſince opened their 
doors to ſuch numbers of their relations 
(who 


La 
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(ho all adhered to their King while there 
vas a poſſibility of being uſeful to his fal- 
ng party) that they find their money 
very inadequte to the ſupport of ſo very 
RT large a family, who have not a ſoũs, or 
another poſſible aſylum, but the hoſpi- 
able roof of the unfortunate Marquis de 
y $ | Louvre, as they had only time to ſave 
weir lives, and to bring away their chil- 
TE dren; bred up in the greateſt ſplendour 
and accuſtomed: to every luxury, they 
vill ſoon, I fear, be without the moſt com- 
mon neceſſaries of life. The Marquis is ins 
J a very bad ſtate of health, and I am 
afraid poor man he is ſinking under his: 
WE preſent misfortunes; one cannot but ad- 
XX mire their generoſity to their unfortunate: 
relations, at the ſame time that one la- 
ments that the little competency they had 
ſecured for their own children ſhould: be 
declining very rapidly ; and it is to be. 
much apprehended, that the time is not far 
diſtant, when they themſelves. muſt feel 
diſtreſs in a pecuniary way. The Mar- 
chionels has charming ſpirits, for her na- 
u 


ö 
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the real valve of ſuch things, as perſon® 
= "IN? | who 
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tural vivacity has not yet forſaken her; 


ihe has a very fuperior underſtanding, 
a moſt agreeable perſon, and, what is ra- 


ther uncommon in a French' woman, ſhe 


is very neat, and never wears rouge. She 


has already four children, and, I am ſorry 


to ſay, is likely to have another very 
ſhortly. They have taken a large houſe, 
not a great way from this place; and it 
is wonderful how much my Aunt has felt 
for the fituation of theſe amiable perſons; 


and how active ſhe has been in redreſſing 
a number of little grievances, which they 


at firſt complained of: her antipathy to 


to che French nation ſhe has quite over- 


come ſince her intimacy with theſe ariſto- 


crats. We have it in our power to be 


of uſe in many litile articles to them, 


from our garden, poultry yard, pigeon 
houſe, &c. &c. Poor ſouls} they have 
been obliged to part with the very va- 
| huable effects they contrived to bring 


away, ſuch as their jewels, plate, &c.; of 
courſe, they have not been able to get 


= E 

vo buy them, do it, I am ſorry to ſay? 
. W leſs from compaſſion, than from gain. 
At the diſtance of another mile from 
hence, are alſo living in a ſmall cottage, 
Wa moſt lovely couple; perſons of high 
rank, who have likewiſe been driven by 
WT the troubles from their own country; 
and have aQually little more left them 
I chan money ſufficient to exiſt upon out 
1 of a fortune moſt immenſe. My Aunt's 
J maid gave us this information, and at 
1 the ſame time ſaid, their ſervant menti- 
FF oned that they had uv deſire of being 
RF viſited, and rather avoided ſeeing any 
body. I have, however, ſeen them walk- 
ing frequently, and I never ſaw ſo de- 
jected an object as this beautiful young 
man; whether he is unhappily married 
7 I do not know, or whether the loſs of 
1 his eſtates, honors, &c. have the common 
effed upon him, I cannot tell; and I 
make no enquiries, as it is evident they 
do not. chuſe to have their ſituation 
made known, 


. ; | F 
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T was walking, with an acquaintance, Wi 
in the avenue leading to this houſe, ſome Miſc 
days ago, when a violent ſhower drove | 1 
us into a ſummer houſe my Aunt has 
ereQted for a fort of reſting place to her 
neighbours ; ; we were ſoon followed " 
theſe beautiful French people; and I 
ſpoke of the weather, &c. The gentle- . 7 
man obſerved almoſt a profound ſilence, 1 I 
and ſighed and looked very miſcrable; | 
] was willing however to try if he had | 
made- a reſolution not to ſpeak at at; 
1 aſked him, if this was his firſt time of | Y 
being in England; he replied in the affir- 
mative, but he ſaid- he had heretofore 3 | 
been happy in the acquaintance of many al 
of our countrymen, and had.even known il 
ladies of. this. very county in which we 
were reſiding, Here his. ſpirits. ſeemed 
to fail him; and, as it ſtruck me that 1 5 
he did not wiſh to be aſked any more 
queſtions, I did not of: courſe preſs him ü 
into further- converſation, His air was 9 
very much. of the man of faſhion; much 
more ſo than I ever obſerved in a 


Freach- 


E 


(a 


WT renchman, for in general I have always 
ought their appearance bordered upon 
Mee petit maitxe. She is a charming 
F&rcature, but does not look in health, 
Por yet does ſhe ſeem as miſerable as 


er companion. I feel much intereſted 
I r them, though they will not allow 


ee to offer attentions, or conſolation. 


ue neighbourhood are all very curi- 
d us to ſee you, and I dare ſay will 
„M roud round you as if you were a wild: 


of eaſt. Mrs. Penton, whom you may re- 
- ember as the humble friend of Lady: 
© cdgemore, and moreover as an old maid, 


particularly inquiſitive; ſhe came up 
me the other day at an aſſembly where 
4 We met—“ So I hear Miſs Conway is; 
me to England, I remember her, and 
deed I remember her mother;. 1 long 
; ay to ſee the young lady, and to hear 
er talk of the French, and their extra- 


3 gear me! how I long to hear all about. 
Ws” Every body enquired for you, and; 


A rdinary machine for ſnapping off heads, 


L fancy ; 


+ 


me the honor lately, to make me an offer 


pared me for the interview, and hoped I 


that I would weigh it thoroughly, before i 1 | 


S WB y 
I fancy you will not find yourſelf quite 9 
ſo forlorn as you ſuppoſe, but poſſibly, 
rather overdone with old friend; at leaſt 
if you have as little reliſh for the ac- 7 
* of indifferent people as I have. 1 


My Aunt has lately had an opportunity 2 
of proving the goodneſs of her heart, 3 1 
and alſo the ſoundneſs of her judgment. 
Mr. Vincent, you muſt recollett, though 1 1 


\ 3 of { 
ten years older than you; he has done 


2 
2% 


of his hand; he firſt applied to my Aunt, al 
who referred him to me; ſhe could make 
no objettions to a man of his immenſe 4 * 
fortune, and good character; but pre- 9 


as ſhe had given me this opportunity, ® 


1 decided either way. She oblerved, my 
chance of happineſs wich a man I had 
known ſo many years, was much greater = 
than if I ſhould form a haſty attachment. 1 1 
She reaſoned very plauſibly for an hour, | 1 
me then repeated, that ſhe hoped” I | 


youth. would 
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. Sould follow my own inclination. The 
x 9 Pan is very rich, and is very good, but 
5 e is very preciſe, very old faſhioned, 

2 hd I have never dined there, even 
With large parties, that I have not felt 
zppy and enlivened, when out of fight 
his old faſhioned hangings, and great 
Pergrovn diſmal rooms. My diſlike of 
em has increaſed in proportion as I 
oe obſerved his attentions to me in- 
eaſe; for I can tell my Aunt, I ſaw 
at he was about this laſt winter, though 
I propoſals ſurpriſed her: ſhe wants to 
ve me near her, but I told her, that 1 
ud not marry him, and ſhe left me to 
Wc him his refuſal, which 1 did, the firſt 
Y Wportunity that occurred, for I hate that 
WW cics of coquetry, that makes people 
ad one another on, when there are on 
ither ſide any ſerious intention. The 
prid abounds with male flirts, who give 
| 4A pmen every reaſon to ſuppoſe they are 
= carneſt, and when our ſex have fool- 
2 bly flung away their peace of mind, 
cy fly like the butterfly to other objedts, 
and 
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and laugh at the miſchief they have 
done; now this ſort of being I ſhoulde 
enjoy repaying in kind, and it wolf * 
give me extreme pleaſure to give pain 
upon all ſuch occaſions. Mr. Vince 1 a 
however, is quite another thing, and 188 
would not keep him in ſuſpenſe, or even ; 
let him fancy that I liked him upon any! b L | 
account. Love, certainly, is getting 1 1 
good deal out of faſhion; and 1 da 4 
not know whether to attribute it to t 
liberty we give the gentlemen now o 1 b 
being when they chuſe in our preſence 
or to their being more than ever taken 
up with gambling, & c.; certain it is, tha 
men now of the firſt faſhion live ſo fa 
beyond all bounds, that they are in 
' the habit only of ſpending money, and 
cannot afford wives; and the ladies 


that they are thus only upon a plan c 
winning each other's money. The "0 
moments that they are with each other, I 
am told, are employed in ca' 'culating 


odd 


9 
vl dds, and the fine men will ſquabble with 
1 Wh fair ſex for the val:e of a guinea, 
4 In the courleſt manrer, and as if they 
ere paying with black legs. For- 
1 zerly, there was luch a thing as polite 
5 4 Wonverſation; but really if women will 
far forget themſelves as to admit of 
9 1 eſe freedoms, it is not to be wondered 
pat all reſpe& ceaſes. And as to love, 
am perſuaded, as I remarked before, 
1 f dat there is no ſuch thing in the beau 
onde; a little Miſs from a boarding 
Whool comes piping hot from ſhirking 
ovels to read, and dies and fighs till 
he is taken to theſe routes, and then 
2 fter a time, ſhe becomes as eager 
oon the ſubjefs of cards and dice, as 
er mamma was before her, unleſs ſhe 
. nbapplly kecps her romantic turn, and 
oben if the fine men that are ſetting out 
1 Whould, © pour paſſer le tems,” laviſh any 
EF ompliments upon her, ſhe indubitably be- 
Weves it all, and, by that means, is perpe- 
1 Wally kept upon the rack at the deſertions 
4 Me is continually ſubje& io. This is the 
| ſort 
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fort of way girls are introduced now; 
and I give you this ſketch of the 
- times here, in return 'for the very op- A 
poſite accounts you ſent me of the 
» fingle young women in France who 4A 
were kept in the oppoſite extreme. F- 


Our races are the beginning of next if 
week; I wiſh they may furniſh matter 1 
for a leſs ſtupid letter, in which wiſh i, 
no doubt you thoroughly join. My 5 3 
Aunt unites with me in kindeſt regards, 


and I am happy to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
Your, affectionate Couſin, 


So PHIA WILLOUGHBY, 


a * 
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LETTER VII. 


ay truly, my dear Freeman, I am 
onderfully aſtoniſhed at the out of 
De way ſpot you have fixed upon; and 
am ſure two of you are very ill 
ited to your preſent exile. I cannot 
eeſs for which of your fins you are do- 
Ws this penance. 


| 


Your ſtory of the Welch. landlady 


$ our ideas and wit are equally under 
nation fince you have been among 

e Taffies; but the poor girl in the 
arret J am really intereſted for! She 
Vol. I. D will 


rather a flat one, and ſhews that < 
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vill be found out either as a beauty, or i 
not, ere long, I will anſwer for it; for 
her ſake 1 hope ſhe is very frightful; 
but pray let me know why ſhe is ſhut ll 
up, for my curioſity is really excited 
upon this occafion; you always ſaid I 
had a vaſt, deal, and you will be more 
vain than ever of your penetration, 1 
You do not give South Wales half the no 
encomiums it. deſerves, upon the beau- 
ties it abounds with. I think there. are I * 
ſome of the moſt: charming landſcapes 
there that- the moſt delicate painter 
could imagine. And you do not prove 
yourſelf to be much of: a connoiſſeur 

upon theſe points, by the imperſedtions 
you affeQ to deſcry. I was: glad your B f 
ball turned out ſo well. I own 1 
ſhould have expected from you a very 

different account of the evening you 

ſpent, but theſe ladies have turned 
- your head, as you very fairly avow, not * | 
for the firſt time. Now, Freeman, let F 
me, in return for the information yours F 
contained, acquaint you, that J too feel i 


ſtrong | 
; 
f 
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rong ſymptoms of love; nay, at times, 
fancy I am deſperately in love with 
9 4 Pne of the moſt charming women in the 
Ford. And 1 have diſcovered that ſhe' 
related to the ſame Miſs Conway that 
9 'ou were deſcribing. When 1 objected 
being of your ſummer party, I told 
9 Jou that I had an engagement at Lord 
asemore's, and that I was particularly” - 
eſirous of fulfilling it upon account of 
s horſes I had running at Tork 
fees. At one of the balls, his Lords 
ip introduced me to Miſs Willoughby, 
ning me ſhe was one of his firſt fas. 
orites; 1 danced with her, and never 
3 ber being ſo ſmitten: in all my 
ee. She has a moſt charming! perſon, 
ad her manners are extremely poliſhed 
I ſoft. At the ſame time ſhe has 
eat life, and has much wit without a 
d erk of female fatire (which in general 
= devoid of wit, and replete with acri- 
Pony) her obſervations” are ſo apt, het 
4 1 a erfatzon ſo ſolid at times, that 1 
as all aſtoniſhment when ſhe © opened 
D 2 her 
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her lips. She was vaſtly well dreſſed, 
though in the eaſieſt manner; and I 
had marked her. out, before her friend 
had brought me to dance with her, 


We ſeemed 1 thought mutually ſatisfied 
wich the evening; though it was a 


damper to ſee her eagerneſs, as well as 


that of her little preciſe aunt, to de- 
part the inſtant, the carriage was an- 


nounced; © they never kept the horſes” 
which was a reaſon I never heard allign- 
ed from a modern fair one in all my 
life before. We have met very often 
ſince; they have twice dined at Lord 
Edgemore's, and every time I am in her 
company I find ſhe is of all the women 


I ever yet beheld the molt a mon gre, i 
Yet ſhe did not, or feigned not to ſee, 
or underſtand my fondneſs for her, and 1 


could not refrain from paying her now 
and then, the grofleſt compliments; for 


which ſhe-treated me as I deſerved; 
for it is truly a very ungentlemanly 1 
admiration 
to ſay, © I am ſtruck with you, you are i 


mode of teſtifying one's 


hand- 
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handſome,” &c. &c.: But I am afraid 
I almoſt ſaid it in ſo many words. She 
W waved the ſubjet when ſhe could, but 
W when it was impoſſible not to underſtand 
me, ſhe ſaid, © ah you fine men divert 
me not a little, when you get into the 
country you endeavour to make fools of 
Jus Miſſes, and we are too apt to liſten 
io you; though I confefs it is, when one 
comes to reflect, very mortifying inſteatl 
of flattering, to know the reaſon why all 
ſuch fine things are ſaid. I had nota 
SF word to add as you may ſuppoſe at this 
WF oblique fort of reproof. In one of our 
= converſations ſhe told me, that ſhe had a 
We firſt couſin juſt returned to England, has 
ving been in Paris, a witneſs of its cru- 
elties, &c. I ſoon diſcovered by ſome 
circumſtances ſhe mentioned that ſhe 
was ſpeaking of the identical lady you 
had been ſo unexpeRtedly meeting at 
vanſea. My ftay in this country will 
7 Y be very ſhort, at which 1 am not a little 
concerned, but I am determined to: go 
WF Home, and ſet down quietly alone, am 
| D 3 alk 
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aſk my heart if I can ſoberly and con- 9 
tentedly give up the gay life I bave il 
been engaged in, and live upon my in. 


come with the wife of my choice? If 1 F 


theſe ſentiments, after ſuch an examina. al 
tion, continue to be the moſt prevailing, * 1 


I mall call in all my bills, put my affairs 


en train for a thorough reformation, and 


| *then return into Yorkſhire, and fling 


anyſelf at Miſs Willoughby's feet; hither- Y 1 
to, as well as yourſelf, I have been ve; 1 
gocoſe upon the ſubjeft of love, eſpeei - 
ally at firſt faght, but 1 am become ove o 
at's ſtrongeſt advocates. I think of no- 
ching elſe, 1 am always endeavouring to 
perſuade myſelf, that I have a number 
af goad points about me, though 1 muſt 
candidly on they have been under a 1 
cloud for a while. I gave myſelf no 4 

concern upon this head till lately, and 1 WF 
attribute it all to my penchant for 
Miſs Willoughby ; every other perſon is 
become indifferent to me; every book 
I read is infipid; nay, if I attempt (o 


moment, 
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moment, 1 know not one line before 
me; 1 find myſelf an hour in the 
2 firſt page; and 1 look without ſeeing : a 
nge paragraph. © Tell me, my heart, 
4 kf this be love?” Now am I certain of 
8. Woetting a very impertinent reply to all 
irs I chis; but I am proof againſt your ludicrous 
i remarks, for entre nous, as my love in- 
ereaſes I am aſhamed of the intimacy I 
have had with fuch ſets-of idlers, of my 
IKfhamefully light opinion of women, (be- 
10 1 reauſe 1 bad ſeldom the happineſs of mix- 
ig in the company of women of virtue) 
in ſhort, I repent of every thing I have 
one or faid theſe three years paſt, and 
n reſolved to amend, without loſs ef 
ume. I ſhall be glad to hear that atty 
fair lady has had the fame ſalutary effect 
upon you, though I defpair; for in the 
= midſt of my follies, 1 always conſidered 
Wentworth and myſelf as the two beſt 
of the bunch; and I now think you are a 
1 ſad pack of fellows, if you are wotſe than 
o have been. All my gaities croud up- 
on my remembranee, and 1 am afraill 
the Aunt will hear that I have been a 
24 great 
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EE: 
great rake, a great gambler, a very great J 
lounger; I have already began a ſtep 
towards the reformation I premeditate ; WM 
videlicet, I have fold my horſes; every © 
race horſe that I had in the world have 1. 
diſpoſed of at York; and I truſt when my 2 
faults are enumerating, that this happy 3 4 
diſpoſal of my chattels will not be omitted k e 
in the relation of my aQs. I am afraid 
my giving up the turf will not prevent f q 
her rejecting me with ſcorn. I have 2 
thouſand apprehenſions, but in compaſſion » 
to your not over and above gay ſituation 


. Pa: 


\z 0 
4 i...» 


I will not dwell upon them any longer, 3 
I have brought with me my echo Elphin- 
ſtone, and inſtead of making me laugh, he 
now wears me to death. He is ſo in- 


quiſitive, ſo prying, ſo meddling, and at Y 
once ſo ſervile and ſo much the depend- i 4 
ant towards me, that I deteſt his compa- ; 
ny. A clergyman is ever on the footing 
of a gentleman, and when they fawn, and if 
forget the reſpett due to themſelves, they ; 
cut a very contemptible appearance. 1} 5 
promiſed my deceaſed lather to be his 
friend 


I. 


jend, and I will not depart from it as 
Ir as giving him the firſt living that 1 
ve vacant; but I really cannot endure 
Im ſo much about me, for two reaſons; 
e firſt that 1 deteſt the fort of perſon, 
ad the next becauſe I am apt to be very. 
ttiſh to him, eſpecially when I conſult, 
,(which I ſometimes forget myſelf, and 
) he never gives me a candid opinion, 
bt waits till he penetrates into the way I. 
wbiaſſed, \and ſhapes his ſentiments, or 
ther words, accordingly. 


Lord Edgemore, at whoſe houſe I am 
ing, is an old faſhioned friend of my 
ther's, that is, a gentleman of the laſt 
ze. He has been miniſter both at home 
pd abroad, and is eloquent in the prin» 
| pal languages of Europe; he adapts him- 
= 5 lf to the taſtes and even humours of 
nd! oſe who viſit him; inexhauſtible in con- 
T Y rſation, he has ten thouſand ſtories and 
3 Pecdotes the moſt amuſing to relate; 
his , he can enliven the moſt dreary, ſub- 
4 [ tots. He is a lover of all the arts, and 
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an ericourager. of genius, in 1 whatever tine 
it may appear. He has a profound know. | 
ledge of mankind, and has no contempt F 
for the meaneſt polls, | but endeavoun 4 3 


had very pleaſant parties every evening, 
and there are generally, among all other I 
things, concerts; in ſhort, every man 4 
muſt be pleaſed. He diverts himſelf not if 

alittle at Mr. Elphinſton's expence, and 1 
now and then ſays, © My friend, why are 
you ſo prepoſterouſſy complaiſant to Sit 
Thomas, when it is evidently diſpleafing $3 
to him?” The parſon grins, then takes i 
bis pinch of ſnuff, and ſays, © My Lord Ml 
I have not any opportunity of contradiQ- 
ing Sir Thomas, ſor he is always in the 
right, I think.” Lady Edgmore i is very Y 
fond of him; he takes notice of her pup- 
_ By, watches its motions, and wiſh of either 
going out or coming in; picks up ber : 
Ladyſhip's ſciſfors, j jumps up for the fire. 
ſcreen; 
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2 1 Wereen 3 in ſhort, he i 78 juſt the fort of ani 
Hal to fetch and carry. There is a gen- 
roman of about forty, living in the Cas 
acity of humble friend to her Lady ſhip, 
10 is the counterpart of my companion, 
d it is curious to ſee her ſimpering phit 
$20 all oecaſions in which „her Lak 
p“ is concerned; what ean be more 
4 1 than ſuch a ſituation as this 
Drs. Penton's? She is à ſtrange looking 
Woman ; ſhe is naturally ugly, and dreſſes 
Wo outree, that it renders it more eonſpi- 
uous. She has a degree of ſpite to pret- 
young women, and pretends to be 
I Wrighteovs over-much. I tried to pers 
ng Wfuade Elphinſtone, in one of his polite - 
moods, to think ſhe would make him a 
Wfuitable wife: I told him that ſhe certain- 
8 caſts a ſheep's eye at him, and ſounded 
vim upon this ſubje&, but it was the firſt 
inſtance in which he differed from me, 
oF Maud was decided enough in his abhorrence 
of her; be ſaid, © She was a frightful 
creature, and that if -ſhe had millions he 
would not have her.” Daſhwood is ſtaying 
D6 dere 


. 
. oy 1 
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dere juſt now, and furniſhes us with ſome: 
mirth ; I think I have not often met with 
ſo profound a coxcomb as this friend of 
our's; I could tell you a thouſand things. 
be has ſaid and done here to corroborate 

this opinion. Miſs Willoughby talks a 
vaſt deal to him; it ſtrikes me, to make 
him ridiculous, for ſhe obliges him to re- 
peat his ſtories over and over again, 
which to a braggadocio is aukward ; he 
is a good-humoured fellow, I believe, and 
therefore I am ſorry for his foibles. 


— am going to day pour prendre conge 
at Willoughby Place, and then into Der- 
byſhire, where I beg you will write to 


Yours, 


T. STANHOPE, 


't'« 1 
LETTER VEL 


IIS 


From Monſieur le Marquis de Villebon 
to Monfieur de Cologne, Jun. 


Yorkſhire, 


„ 


I CONGRATULATE you moſt lincerely, 
my dear friend, upon the arrival of your, 
moſt excellent father; I think it poſſible 


that he may be able to give me intelli- 


gence reſpecting my tendereſt concerns; 


the moment it is proper to leave my 
Iſabelle, I will ſeek him out and perſo- 
nally interrogate him upon the ſubject 
neareſt my heart. He knew her abroad, 
but was not acquainted with our attach 
ment, as I had private reaſons for wiſhing 
it concealed, He may have heard of her 
1 1 | fate; 
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fate; ſhe may at this time be maſſacred! 
heaven forbid it ; I fear I am not philoſo., 
pher enough to ſland that blow; though 
I have borne loſs of honors, of for- 
tune, &c. it all ſeemed unworthy of any 
thought; but my preſent uncertainty, the 
cruel ſuſpence that I bave to endure un- 
mans me. At times I fancy that ſhe is the 
wife of another, and that I was deceived 
by her; and yet, when I ſum up the vows 
of conſtancy. that we exchanged, 1 think 
that an extravagant apprehenſion. My 
affection for her is ſo. interwoven in my 
conſtitution, that they can only fail toge- 
ther. When I was under a neceſſity of 
- abandoning this dear object of my af. 
to her and gave her my 
route, gave hej directions from time to 
time how ould write to me. T ſent 
her perpetually letters, as welt by friends, 
as foes, and I never by any chance have 
received one line from her. Where is 
ſhe? Where can ſhe be gone? Oh, find out 
for me, if you have a ſpark of friendſhip, 
or 1 ſhall loſe my ſenſes. I wear my 


poor 


L 63 ] 
poor fiſter out, and ſhe has been ina ve- 
ry indifferent ſtate of health, ever ſince 
you left us. Oh, come again, and pour 
conſolation into our aching hearts; bring 
me good tidings, and forgive my incohe- 
rency. Forgive my at this time ſaying lit- 
tle upon Iſabelle's ſubject. She regards 
you with ſincere friendſhip, but I am 
afraid her mind is too elevated, and her 
thoughts too much bent upon the next 
world, to think of any ſettlement in this. 


I. 
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From Monſieur de Cologne to the Mar- 
— guis de Villebon. 


— 


MY DEAR MARQUIS, 


and I find him looking very well after 
innumerable perils and dangers that he 
has been encountering ; he brought over 
two beautiful Engliſh ladies, of whom he 
never ceaſes to ſpeak. I wiſh my dear 
friend that you would come here; my un- 
cle deſires me to ſay, how glad he ſhall 
be to ſee you; he has often heard me 
fay that you were my earlieſt friend, be- 
fore | leſt France, and has fince heard 
| that I have bad the happineſs of fpending 
lome 


| M. father has been with us a few days, 
U 


L 686 1 
ſome time with you, and renewing our 
acquaintance; come then yourſelf, and 
enquire of my facher for her whom you 
love, whoſe name even yet you have not 
entruſted me with; which prevents my 
ſending you now as ſatisfactory an an- 


ſwer as I could wiſh, I am mi erable 


upon your angelic ſiſter's account.) You 
bear hard upon her tender frame. She 
told me, with great ſolemnity, that while 
you were unhappy ſhe would never think 
of any other ſubject; and when I ſpoke 
for myſelf, ſhe chid me and ſeemed to 


conſider it as a piece of ſelfiſhneſs and 


want of feeling for you, God knows my 


friend, I enter moſt warmly into your ſor- 


rows, and would give half my fortune to 
relieve them, provided the other half might 
be appropriated to the uſe of your dear 
Iſabelle. Farewell, heaven protect ye 
both. | 


Colocne, Jun. 
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LETTER X. 


From Miſs Conway to Miſs Willoughby, 
— TD 


* - 


I run myſelf hourly gaining more 
ſtrength my dear couſin, and if my mind 
had not a weight upon it that is totally 
immoveable, I ſhould not deſpair of be- 
ing myſelf among you once more. But 
| alas! with a heart ſo ill at reſt as mine is, 
Z it is impoſlible ever to be quite well: f 
| uſe the utmoſt fortitude to ſupport my- 
ſelf, but the miſery that I have endured 
_ = haunts me perpetually, and I can never 
l be ghearful. As you have ever been a ſin- 
cere friend, as well as an affe lionate rela- 

tion, 


4 a. & as & & & Ama w 


1 I 


tion, I will, without further exciting your 
curioſity, and my aunt's, give you as brief 


parted as the ſubjeR will admit of. And 
you will agree with me in thinking 1 
have had already ſufficient to diſguſt me 
with the world. 


you that I had the happineſs of living a 
great deal with Madam la Marquiſe de 
Grammont, whoſe hufband was a ci- 
devint nobleman of France. She was one 
of the moſt charming women in the world, 
and I never, never ſhall ceaſe to lament 
her cruel fate. But to return to my par- 
ticular ſtory; at this lady's houſe, where 1 


meeting the Marquis de Villebon, a moſt 
charmihg young man, at that time in the 


attentions, and as he was the moſt accom- 


were even in the beginning extremely 
„ accept- 


an account of my misfortunes ſince we 


N R 


I believe 1 have often mentioned to 


nad the entre at all times, and upon all oc- 
caſions, I had frequently the pleaſure of 


army. 1 was flattered by his particular 


pliſhed man in Paris, you may be ſure they 
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acceptable to me: I have not words really 
to convey to you an idea of his perfec. 


ſoon remarked for the attachment that 


my lover even to Madame de Grammont, 
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tions, In his perſon he was a perfed 


Adonis; his mind, temper, turn of thought, Wan 


ſurpaſſed all deſcription; to a degree of 
vivacity that enlivened all who heard him 
ſpeak, was united the greateſt ſolidity, 
ſenſibility, and benevolence. He had the 
moſt open countenance, which ſeemed to 
ſpeak the ſentiments of his ſoul ; but alas! 
I was deceived; 1 only deſcribe ſuch a 
he appeared to be, not what he was, gl 
you will ſee by the ſequel, We were ſh 


was viſible in our behaviour, though he 
was very deſirous it ſhould not be known; 
which I think by his conduct ſince, is ea- 
ſily accounted for. Indeed it vas ſeve- 
ral months before he declared himſelf to be 


our mutual friend; and his love for me 
diffuſed itſelf through his actions more 
than by any thing he ſaid to make me 
ſuſpect it. A circumſtance led to the 
e., ſooner poſſibly than, he in- 

tended, 
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ended. An Engliſh gentleman, whom we 
ere in the habit of meeting, having as 
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a Well as myſelf introductions to the firſt | 
it families, paid me very particular attention, 1 
of nd I too, was very much pleaſed at any 
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opportunity of talking with my country- 
en that occurred, and ſometimes ceaſed 
to hold any converſation with my beloved. 
Marquis, ſolely for the pleaſure of hearing 
Wihe names mentioned of perſons I had 
heard of in my youth. At length this 
gave unſpeakable uneaſineſs to my lover; 
Whe became triſte, diſtrait, and a cold re- 
ſerve took place of the moſt animated at- 
entions. I could not help queſtioning 
him upon his altered manner, though I had 
o right to aſk his reaſons for ceaſing to 
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As 
e- Ne happy. I frequently ſaid, © Monſieur : 
be here have you left all your gaiety, that was 


ont to enliven every party that was ho- 
ored with your preſence?” He waved the 
ſubject, but grew every day more deject- 
d, and as I likewiſe grew very uneaſy, 
of courſe I was leſs entertained by my 
countryman; my whole thoughts _ 

| n 


up 


TE, 


upon the alteration in my dear Marquis; | the 
in proportion as I was anxious and miſe. 
rable upon his account, my coldneſs in- 
creaſed to the other: though I was not 
alarmed for my heart, as I did not knoy 
at that time that there was ſo wide a dif. 
ference in the ſentiments they occaſioned, | 
Mr. Wentworth, for this was the Engliſh. 
man's name, was at that time upon his 
travels, and at firſt attached himſelf to 
me, that he might gain information of 2 
country in which I had been much longer 
than himſelf, He called upon me one 
morning, and ſaid that he was going im- 
mediately into Italy, &c. &c. and chat aftet 
having ſeen the curioſities at Rome, and 
what elſe was worth viewing, he ſhould 
return home by way of Paris, when he 
hoped to be allowed to pay his reſpetts 
to me. I was very ſorry to loſe ſo plea- 
ſant an acquaintance; but no other ſenſa- 
tions aroſe; I wiſhed him well, and told 
him that I. hoped we ſhould meet in 
better times. Madame de Grammont 
called immediately after, and told me 
| that 


. 
bat the Marquis de Villebon was in ber 


carriage, but declined coming up. She 
added, Mr. Wentworth has juſt told us, he 


has been taking leave of you; I left him 


talking at the coach door to the Marquis. 


I thought. it ſingular his not coming in, 
and was viſibly mortified at it. The next 


ume ve met vas at a great aſſembly of our 
friends; he only made me the moſt diſ- 


tant bow, at the ſame I had penetration 
enough to ſee that he did not look as if 


he hated me; 1 was however very much 
hurt. After the company, was gone, we 
were as uſual, with one or two. more ſe- 
led friends, invited to ſupper: we ſet to- 


gether, and I made every effort towards 
converſing with him, but he ſeemed ſo, 
much averſe to entering into converſation. 


with me that I gave up the point, thinking 


I had already done enough to appear 
bordering upon effrontery. From this 
time 1 grew more and more miſerable; 


he had beſore remarked to M. de Gram- 
mont how much I was attached to Mr. 
Wentwarth, and how much altered J ap- 

peared 
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merable opportunities of teſtifying my ſa- 
_ tisfattion at the diſtinction he paid me. 
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peared ſince my acquaintance with him. 
She aſſured him ꝓat there was no attach- 
ment or engagement exiſting between us; 
that for a while ſhe had fallen into the 
ſame error, but that after queſtioning me 
thereupon, I had aſſured her to the con. 
trary, and that ſhe was convinced my 
heart was otherwiſe engaged. She was 
not at liberty to ſay more; however, 
through this dear good friend's means, mat. 
ters were very ſhortly cleared up. I was 
one morning at breakfaſt with her, when 
he accidentally came in, and ſeemed ex- 
tremely embarraſſed at finding me there, 
I was not leſs confuſed, but partook of 
the aukwardneſs, for I told you before 
that whatever we might feel, had at leaſt 
never been ſpoken of even to each other, 
He had ten thouſand ways of ſhewing me 
how dear I was to him, and I had innu- 


M. de Grammont as if to compleat our 
embaras, feigned ſome buſineſs with her 
huſband, and left us tete & tete. We were 

3 ſome 
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ſome minutes before we opened our 

lips. I began, and ſpoke of © the times,” 

(at that time the mouths of every one was 

full of the proper reform that had juſt ta- 

ken place) but he very coolly ſaid © he ne- 

ver talked politics with ladies.“ I then 

ſpoke of a play I had been ſeeing the 

night before of Moliere's, that was called 

« L'honnete Criminel;“ (the hiſtory of a 

young man who went to the galleys feven 
years for his father;) and I muſt obſerve to 
you, en pafſant, that there happened to be 
preſent at this repreſentation, two young 
men who were juſt releaſed from the gal- 
leys by the national aſſembly; they were 
placed in the front box, dreſſed in there 
laviſh habits, and the ſlaves on the ſtage 
were in the fame habits. —But to return 
to my narrative, I could make no impreſ- 
bon by any thing I alluded to upon my 
companion; it was, however, impoſlible, 
circumſtanced as we were, to enter into 
any explanation, and my heart funk with- 
in mewhen I made aneffort to ſpeak again; 
I walked to the window, where I endea- 
Vol. I. E voured 
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voured to wipe away unperceived a tear 
that would fall down my cheek. The 
looking glaſs however diſcovered to him 
my face of deſpair; he ſaid, © Are you not 
well, Miſs Conway? will you allow me to 

call Madame de Grammont?” I could not 
reply, but burſt into tears ; (for which | 
have not yet forgiven myſelf) he again 
ſaid, For heaven's ſake, ſpeak one word 
to me; ſay that you are not ill.“ I ſaid, 
(but I bluſh to tell you) It is your un- 
kindneſs, Sir, that makes me ſo very 
wretched.” This (to my preſent confu- 
ſion) brought on a thorough explanation, 
The matter of fact came out on both ſides, 
The laſt viſit Mr. Wentworth had paid 
me, and the ſorrow he expreſſed to the 
Marquis at leaving Paris, had confirmed 
him in his ſuſpicions. However, to be 
leſs prolix, we were ſoon reconciled, and 
the ſtorm that had ſo violently agitated 
both, was ſucceeded by a calm the moſt 
_ delightful; a ſcene of the greateſt tender- 
neſs took place, we vowed eternal con- 


: ſtancy and it is not in words to reckon 
the 
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the number of vows to that effeQ, that 


paſſed between us, as he had obſtacles at 
that time to his union, and he ſeemed every 
minute to want more and more to bind 
himſelf to ſurmount all difficulties for my 
ſake. The manner in which, after this 
eclairciſſement took place, that we ſpent. 
our time in, was rational and ſatisfactory 
to the greateſt degree. He took every 
opportunity of improving me, inſtructed 
me in the Italian, Spaniſh, and German, 
languages; for I have already, or ought 
to have told you, that he was a perfectly 
accompliſhed man of faſhion and maſter 
of almoſt every language in Europe. 
Our interviews were uninterrupted, I had 
no one to controul me, he wiſhed me of- 
ten to give him my hand, but though the af- 
fairs in France were then en train tobe bet- 
ter, as we thought, yet there were ſome freſh 
commotions at times kindling that made 
the idea of ſettling there, very formidable 
to me; and he had a ſtrong averſion from 
living any where but in France at that 
time, | He had an aunt at Lauſanne, who 
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he went to viſit, and during his ſtay there, 
| I heard from him perpetually, and his let- 

; 'ters were of a piece with the reſt of his 
affeRion towards me. They were equally 

tender, and improving; he gave me leſſons 

of morality; of aſtronomy even when we 

vere together; and, though we were of dif. 

ferent religions, we were entirely of opi- 

nion in the great ruling principles of right, 

and equally abhorrent of what was wrong. 
Ho often did 1 wiſh he had been born 
without eſtates or honors, that he might 
not have had ſuch a long prediledtion to 
his own country. It was for him only 
that I valued my own paltry thouſands, 
and wiſhed we were ever to be reduced 
to living upon them only. He was a 
kind of eleve of the ſe King of France. 
He was firſt his Page; and afterwards went 
into the army; (before the revolution all 
young men there of rank were ſoldjers;) 
he was a favourite of the unfortunate 
Antoinette, of courſe I wasterrified, leſt he 
ſhould be an object of hatred to her foes; 
but fortunately he was in Geneva at the 
2 - time 
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We 


time his Catholic Majeſty was guillotineds he -/ 
or he would have taken an active part 'Þ 


with the few friends he had; but by the 
time he returned, his indignation was 
ſubſided, and he was ſuffered to paſs his 
time very quietly in Paris; upon his re- 


turn, as we had been then engaged to each 


other near two years, he was perpetually 


intreating that I would bleſs him, as he 


termed it, with my hand, but I reſolved 
not to live among ſuch ſavages as his 
countrymen had proved themſelves to be, 
and I was moreover afraid of his drawing 
their vengeance upon him by thinking at 
that time of an Engliſh woman; I therefore 


withſtood all his entreaties, his doubts. 


even of my. affeQion, nay reproaches of 
ingratitude; I bore all, rather than involve 


him in the common ruin, at a time whenhe 


ſeemed in ſafety. His having his eſtates, 
as I have hinted before, confiſcated, 
would not have been conſidered by me as 
any misfortune ; as I bad ample fortune, 
as you well know, my dear couſin, for two 
people whoſe reciprocity of ſentiment, 
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and firm attachment would have made 
every thing wear the beſt aſpect. Alas! 
theſe were deluſive hopes—chimeras ab- 
ſolutely; no ſuch paſſhon exiſted in his 
breaſt as true love, and I am now the dupe, 
the wretched dupe to his artifice, though 
upon what plan he deceived me even now 
remains in doubt and unſolved. 


Oh! that I ſhould have laviſhed all my 
tenderneſs, all my vows upon an ingrate, 
a vile deceiver, who could abandon me 
in ſuch a time as that; but, to proceed; 
we went on in the happieſt intercourſe, and 
1 may ſay with truth in the moſt advanta. 
geous and ſatisfattory manner to myſelf. I 
fear I grow tedious, my beloved friend ; I 

am drawing to the finale of my ſad, ſad tale. 
One fatal night, having had the moſt horrid 
dreams, I awoke in the greateſt tremor 


that you can imagine; I aroſe from my 


bed, and tried to reaſon myſelf out of the 
agitation I was in, but I was ſo ill that I 
could not get into my bed again. I 
walked backwards and forwards a number 
of times, and at laſt, it being ſummer, and 

finding 


a | — — — * 


0 


1 
finding that I could not im my own apart- 
ment ſhake off the impreſſion this viſion 
had made upon me, I went down to walk 
in the garden. And oh! figure to your- 
ſelf my aſtoniſhment, my terror, when I 
ſaw the Marquis de Villebon with a rope 
ladder fixt to the wall\of the garden of the 
then exiſting monaſtery; in the firſt mo- 
ment it occurred to me, that ſomething 
had happened particular, ſome alarm had 
been given him, and that he was come for 
me to fly the kingdom with him; but I 1 
might have conſidered that he would have 
appriſed me of it, as he muſt otherwite 
have been ſure of gaining no admittance 
at ſo early an hour. I perceived he was 
© violently agitated; he looked alternately 
at the window of my apartment, and at 
the grates where the Nuns ſlept. He 
often changed colour, which I could fee 
from behind the buſh where I had placed 
myſelf. I was, however, juſt going to fly 
into his arms, ſo perfealy ſecure did 1 
feel as to his integrity, and of his being 
there at any rate upon my account; for 
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it was only the evening before that we had 
ſupped together at M. de Grammont's, 
and he had been more my lover than 
ever; more intereſting, more animated! 
but pvaunt ye painful remembrances, on- 
ly calculated to throw me back into my 
former deſpair : 4 had not time to weigh 
the matter, before I perceived a little 


door open by the Abbeſs's green houle, 


and a Nun flew out, making but one ſtep, 
from thence into the Marquis's arms; the 
joy, the agitation, the mutual joy of each, 
ſurpaſſed any thing I had ever before 


witneſſed. Tears ran down his face; he 


looked two or three times towards my 
apartment, with what I thought a look of 
remorſe. But my happy rival's intreaties 
and arguments, to be gone prevailed, and 


they were over the wall and out of my 


ſight before I had power to ſpeax. For 
ſeveral minutes I ſtood with my eyes 
fixed upon the ſpot from whence they 
had diſappeared; at laſt 1 was overcome 
by the different ſenſations that ruſhed in- 
to my mind: indignation, ſurpriſe, love, 

and 
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and revenge alternately took poſſeſſion of 
me. I was much debilitated by the 
rightful dreams I had had, which I now con- 
ſider as a preſage given me of the evil that 
wos to follow. I attempted to walk, but 
J was too weak; too ſhocked to exert my- 
ſelf in the ſmalleſt degree. I ſell into a 
ſwoon. And when next I recovered my 
' ſenſes, I found myſelf in the bed from 
whence I had riſen that fatal morning, 
and at firft thought I had been only in a 
dream. I found my dear Miſs Aubrey, 
who you know was the friend I had firſt 


elected upon my going thither, fitting in 


tears by my bedſide. I aſked her why ſhe 
wept? -I had been ſo long in a ſtate of 
ſtupifaQtion, that 1 did not at once recol- 
let what had happened. I cried out, 
Where is Madame de Grammont? where 
is the Marquis.” Poor Auguſta, who 
had heard that the Marquis had left Paris, 
could by no means tell me what route he 
had taken; but gueſſed that it was for 
him that I was ſuffering. As ſhe was ac- 
quainted with the ſecret of our love, 
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ſhe intreated that I would compoſe my. 
ſelf, and aſſured me all would be well. 
We ſhall ſoon” ſaid ſhe, © go to Eng- 
land ; the riots have been terrible ; they 
have torne down all the monaſteries, and 
threaten our's with immediate deſtruttion 
upon account of ſome of the Nuns being 
related to the nobleſſe. They have, how- 
ever, ſuffered the women to eſcape, and 
we may have the ſame indulgence.” 
This rouſed me, and for a while engaged 
my thoughts. But grief came on again 
with redoubled violence and horror, 
when I had ſaid “Oh the Marquis will 
protect us. In an inſtant I awoke to all 
the miſery of my ſituation; but what wes 
my aſtoniſhment, when I found that 1 

bad been inſenſible a week. I had had no 
_. othey nouriſhment than a few drops in 
gruel, which Madame de Grammont and 
Auguſta had poured down my throat, and 
now and then, a tea ſpoonful of wine. 
I begged to riſe, but my friend aſſured me 
that I was not equal to it, that I had no 


ſtrength; I fell into a great flood of tears, 
which 
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which laſted for ſeveral hours, and from 
which I derived great relief; I then began 


io ſee things in proper points of view; to 
feel the conſequence due to my ſex; to 
myſelf, eſpecially as I was circumſtanced. 
For a time, my pride and indignation kept 
me up, and I had, as you may be ſure, all 
Auguſta's eloquence to ſtrengthen me in 
theſe ſentiments ; but alas! the tender- 
neſs that I had ſo long cheriſhed, as my 
greateſt joy, ſoon took place of my re- 
ſentment, and melted again into the bit- 
tereſt ſorrow. I was ſo entirely weak 
ened by theſe contending paſſions, that I 
kept my room ſix weeks, during which 
time I was often conſoled by the preſence 
of my ever to be lamented Madame de 
Grammont, When I was getting a little 
better and able to go to her of a morning, 
the meaſure of my deſpair was filled up 
by two events, which I ſhall to the day 
of my death remember with the bittereſt 
emotions. Monfieur de Grammont was 
brought before the national aſſembly, and 
tor no other reaſon (as he was a moſt 
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harmleſs man) than having immenſe riches, 
he was condemned to the guillotine. No 
ſooner was the horrid decree paſſed, than, 
as is cuſtomary with thoſe mercileſs ſava- 
ges, he was executed. The grief, the mi- 
ſery of my friend for a time did away the 
remembrance of my own misfortune, 
They were by far the happieſt couple I 
ever ſaw in France; they had every thing 
this world could afford. They what I call 
thoroughly enjoyed life; not for them- 
ſelves only, but in diffuſing both benefits 
and pleaſure to all around them. They 
were bleſſed with two beautiful children, a 
boy and girl; in ſhort, they bad every 
thing, that could render life valuable; the 
only interruption to their repoſe, and that 
certainly, was a. conſiderable one, was the 
fate of their unhappy Sovereign. M. de 
Grammont took this much to her heart, 
as did all of his Court who had experi- 
enced his benevolence and mild govern- 
ment in the midſt of laws ſo deſpotic as 
thoſe were before the beginning of the 
revolution. Theſe ſentiments being well 
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known he did not depend upon his ſafety. 
But, to return, after the firſt blow, Ma- 
dame de Grammont bore ſuch a ſtroke as 
this, with the utmoſt fortitude and reſig- 
nation, and would ſay to me Ab, my dear 
Louiſa, how charming to me is the reflec- 
tions, that my dear Grammont led ſo good 
a life, and that he has never bathed his 
bands in blood. I ſhall ſoon follow him, 
and I hope we ſhall meet in a better 
world, at leaſt I encourage the happy idea 
that good ſouls will be known hereafter 
to each other.” What conſolation did 
ſhe derive from this idea; her prediction 
of ſoon following him came to paſs, and 
was almoſt immediately realized. I was 
carried to her in a chair moſt days, though 
I was ſo weak that the men were forced 
to carry me up ſtairs in their arms. One 
day, as we were ſitting together, and her 
two dear children were playing in the 
room, while ſhe was comforting herſelf by 
looking to futurity, the door burſt open, 
when two of the national guards ruſhed 
in, and in an inſtant conveyed her from 
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my preſence. I wiſh I could even now 
ſpeak of this event with half the reſigna- 
tion that ſhe mentioned her own loſs, 
which was ſo much more ſevere. Alas! 
ſhe, among about two hundred and fifty 
more of the wives of the nobleſſe, and 
rich citizens, were that very morning 
guillotined. I cannot attempt to deſcribe 
my feelings upon this head, nor the com- 
paſſion that I had for theſe dear orphans. 
The ſervants in the midſt of their conſter- 
nation, out of regard to their late miftrefs, 
had me conveyed to the convent. You 
will readily, believe my dear couſin, that 
ſuch an additional ſhock to my ſpirits, en- 
tirely prevented my gaining health or 
ſtrength. I was again for ſeveral weeks 
confined to my bed. The attention, how- 
ever, of my dear Auguſta, and my own 
natural good conſtitution did miracles for 
me. My religion taught me to conquer 
as much as I could the deſpondency that 
had taken hold of me. In order to di- 
vert my mind in the moſt likely manner 
from the horrors of the fcene that had 
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recently paſſed before me, I began to take 
into my conſideration the ſituation of 
Madame de Grammont's two dear babes ; 
and to my joy, found they had not fallen 
a ſacrifice to the ſanguinary monſters 
who had deprived them of their parents. 
An old, and truſty ſervant had given them 
an aſylum at her mother's houſe; and had 
concealed for their uſe as much money as 
ſhe could find in the houſe, and their mo- 
ther's jewells, wearing apparel, &c. before 
the confuſion was enough ſubſided to en- 
danger a detection. I had them brought 
often to ſee me; as they came in plain ha- 
bits, they were in no danger of being ſeized, 
or of the pious efforts to ſave them of 
their nurſe, being fruſtrated. Auguſta 
and I often vifited them in their cottage; 


we always found them happy and con- 


tented, although in ſo extraordinary a 


change as had befallen them. When they 


faw me, they talked of their chere Mama, 
and enquired why ſhe never came to ſee 


them, till I could no longer bear to decerve 


them, and ] ſaid, © ſhe was gone to Heaven; 
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to fee their father, and could not come 
again, but if they were good, they were to 
go there too,” This pacified them, and 
they ceaſed to aſk queſtions; but once the 


eldeſt ſaid © ſhe longed for the time to 


come when ſhe was to go to Heaven.” 


My viſits to them was, excepting my in- 


timacy with Miſs Selway, my only con- 


ſolation, and it anſwered two good pur- 
poſes, it filled up my thoughts, and was 


a pleaſure to the children of my dear de- 
parted friend. 


a, 


I began to form ſchemes for their 


manner of life, and had determined to 


appropriate much of my fortune to their 


education and advantage in life ; in ſhort, 


I grew ſo fond of them that I determined, 


as ſoon as poſlible, to take them to Eng- 
land, and to dedicate the reſt of my days 
to them; but this ſcheme, like thoſe that 


TI had pleaſed myſelf with before, vaniſhed 
in the moſt melancholy manner ; for the 


dear babes were taken ill, and, lad to re- 
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late, the little angels died within a few 
days of each other of a putrid fever. 1 
attended them night and day, notwith- 
ſtanding it was an epidemic diſorder, and 
was raging moſt fatally at that time in 
Paris; I never left them till their breath 
had forſaken them, and I eſcaped myſelf 
the diſorder. In a ſhort time after this 
accident, our Convent was deſtroyed, and 
we were diſperſed all ways. Auguſta and 
myſelf agreed to take refuge at the ſame 
houſe where theſe poor babes had died, as 
the woman was a worthy creature, and 
had behaved moſt liberally and atten- 
tively during their concealment, of courſe 
what they had ſaved from the wreck I 
thought I had a right to deſire they would 
divide, except the jewels, which I cauſed 
to be ſent, with an anonymous ac- 
count of them, to a relation of Mon- 
ſieur de Grammont's. I now began to 
reflect with more calmneſs upon the loſs. 
of my little treaſures, and I was clearly of 
opinion that altogether what had hap- 

pened 
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pened to them was for the beſt : they, of 


courſe, are happy, and little 1s there in 
this world to have promiſed as much for 
them if they had remained in it. 


The reſt of my adventures, all my little 
anecdotes, in what manner I made my 
eſcape, you have already heard. I ſhould 
have ſpoken of all theſe troubles before, 
but they were irremediable, and I knew it 
would hurt my Aunt too much. Do not 
ſuffer her to think the worſe of me for the 
weakneſs I have betrayed; and do not 
condemn me if I ſeek only for ſolitude 


and retirement, if poſſible, from the rug- 


ged ſcenes in hfe, where I may, without 
interruption, prepare myſelf for a better 
world; © for that bourne from whence no 
traveller returns; and ſometimes if I in- 
dulge in the luxury of remembering what 
thoſe happy days were when I was be- 
loved by the Marquis, think me not mean 
ſpirited. My hopes are all cut off in 
the prime of life, and I fhall hencefor- 

ward 


c 


11 


ward devote my moments to reflections 


on the paſt and future; and temper them 
according to the feelings of the moment. 


Farewell, 


Louis A CoNWAx. 
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LETTER XI. 
— ——— 
M Willoughby to Miſs Conway, 


_— — 


Willoughby Place. 


M. deareſt Louiſa's intereſting and 
painful narrative has affected us beyond 
meaſure, How much has your exquiſite 
ſenſibility and ſympathy been put to the 
teſt! I never heard a tale more fad, both 


as to your own and unhappy friend's 


misfortunes. Nor did I ever read in the 


annals of hiſtory, of the moſt barbarous 


E among all the monſters that have been de- 


ſcribed, any thing to equal the blood- 
thirſty French, and their cruelties to in- 
nocent women, the mothers of hermleſs 

infants! 
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infants ! I ſhall hate them from genera- 
tion to generation: I am afraid, after your 
ſufferings, your treacherous lover is at 
| the head of the vile tribe, My Aunt 
will not believe but that he is inno- 
cent; but when I remind her of your 
having had ocular demonſtrations of his 


ſhe is aſtoniſned and ſhocked ſor you. 
beyond meaſure, We both pity you 
from our ſouls, 1 can eaſily ſuppoſe 
what your feelings muſt have been, aban- 
doned by the man you had fo long loved, 
d juſt in che inſtant that he was profeſſing 
d the moſt perfect attachment; and that you 
e ſuppoſed yourſelf entirely ſecure of his 
ae WH affections, It was peculiarly inhuman of 
h bim to trifle with you, and to ſport with 
pour feelings to the laſt, He ſhould, if 
ze be had poſſeſſed a degree of honor, have 
xs WH apprized you immediately of his change 
- WW of ſentiments. There is no accounting 
d. for ſuch conduct in a man, whoſe whole 
life, by your account, vas ſo oppoſite to 
this ſtep that he has ſo injurioully taken 
towards 


perfidy, ſhe has nothing to ſay, but that © ; 
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. towards you. Vet J muft ſay, chat in ge. 
neral, men who are eſteemed perſons d 
the niceſt honor, are apt to teſtify it more 
in their attions among one another, than 
to our weak ſex, whom they always de. 
ceive if they can, There is no other 
realon can be given for what your cruel 
+ Marquis did, than that, however fond he 
had once been of you, he had transferred 
his affections; and muſt have been a very 
trifling inconſtant lover, if not a very 
bad unprincipled wretch, and unworthy 
now of your remembrance. I know hoy 
vain it would be to adviſe upon a ſubjet 
ſuch as this; but I ſhall juſt ſpeak from 
what it ſtrikes me would be my feeling 
upon the ſubject, if I were fo abandoned 
I think I ſhould after the firſt blow be 
ſupported by my pride and contempt for 
ſo fickle an animal. I am not competent 
to judge, having never been in love ; butit 
ſeems to me that if a man told me to day, 
that © I was his only hope—his ſoul—tha 
his very exiſtence depended upon me; 
and that I ſaw this man the very next day 


run 


4a 


run away with another woman, I ſhould 


never afterwards feel a ſpark of regard for 


this perſon though he were an anpel. 
Would to heaven this opinion could be 


turned over to you, ſo as to make you 


ſhake off the remembrance, and for you 
to recover your wonted chearful diſpoſi- 
tion, Till this happy alteration does take 
place, I deſpair of your ever enjoying 


that firſt of bleſſings, health. 


Your ſtory of the De Grammonts, is 
melancholy indeed! My God! to what 
a paſs are theſe people arrived! I do not 
wonder at your abhorrence of the coun- 
try, after witneſſing ſuch ſcenes. This is 
your moſt polite nation, theſe are your 
* gens honetes,”* that in the courſe of five 
years, ſhould be turned, upon their de- 
fired reform, into butchers, —or to worſe 
than butchers—wild beaſts—tygers! I 
know of no name for them bad enough in 
the Engli/h language, nor is there a word 


. trong enough to deſcribe their enormi- 


ties, All my hope 1s, that when the rul- 
ing 
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ing faction have murdered one another, 
which from the diſpoſition of its member 
is to be expected as the finale of their 
proceedings, that they will return again 
to reaſon— that is, the people in general 
of France. The poor little Grammonts ! 
but why do I lament their fate ?—az 
you have already obſerved, they are hap. 
py. Had I children, and was living now 
in France, I ſhould pray the Almighty 
hand that gave them, to retake the bleſ- 
ſings, in order that they might be reſcued 
from heing maſſacred by theſe Tanguinary 
aſlaſſins. But I will no longer dwell, my 
dear Louiſa, upon ſcenes ſo ſtrongly im- 
preſſed upon your tender mind, but try 
to enliven you rather by accounts from 
this country; and I ſhall begin by telling 
you ſomething that I am ſure will give 
you extreme fſatisfaftion—namely, that 
my Aunt is now in better health than 
have known her for many years. She is 
very impatient to ſee you again; and [ 
hope by this time you have ſufficiently 
recovered your ſtrength to take ſuch a 
| Journey, 
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journey as this. Indeed we are of opi- 
nion that it will be of ſervice to you to 
change the ſcene and air as often as poſ- 
ſible. My Aunt deſires that I will tell 
you that ſhe will accompany you to town 
when you go to ſettle with your guar- 
dians, which I ſhould think deſirable upon 
every account: you are a novice; and, 
in general, I have no very great opinion 


of guardians, when left entirely to them- 
lelves. 


We wiſh that you could vrevals 1 upon 
Miſs Aubrey to accompany you into 
Yorkſhire ; we will. uſe our endeavours 


chat it ſhall not appear dull to her; it is MR 
m a very fine country, and there are. many | 

ng things worth her looking at. It would be 

dea great pleaſure to me to be acquainted 

1 with a perſon who has for ſo Jong time 

N 


been your only comfort, and beſt of 
friends. I happened to meet a gentleman 
(of whom I have much to ſay) that is Aa 
very intimate acquaintance of Mr. Went= ” 


worth's ; he ſays that he is at Swanſea, 
V or. f. F 


and 


id yon did not {ay ſo in your laſt, at 
which 1 am ſurpriſed. I will tell von 
how J made this diſcovery we were 
tpeakingiof the affairs of France, which 
ſeem io engroſs the thoughts and conver. 
kation of almoſt every body, and I was 
relating the happineſs I had lately ex- 
perienced in your eſcape from thence; 
and I added that you were juſt now at 
Swanſea. He ſaid he had ſome friend; 
there, and had very latelyheard from one 
of them, who had mentioned your hay. 
ing been at the Rooms, and that you 
commenced acquaintance abroad with 
one of their party, a Mr. Wentworth. 
The gentleman to whom I juſt now al. 
Juded, is a Sir Thomas Stanhope ; he was 
upon a viſit at Lord Edgmore's, and he 
was introduced to me as a partner at the 
race ball, and he has honored me witl 
very particular attention ever ſince 
I ſay honored, becauſe he is ſo elegant, 
ſo faſhionable in his manner, and has ſugi 
a fine underſtanding ; and I was rather 


ſurpriſed that he ſhould talk at all t04 
4». | | ' littk 


f. _*” 
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little country Miſs, much leſs did I ex- 
pet his whole attentions every where de- 
voted to me. Indeed at the laſt, before 
he left Lord Edgmore's, he very particu- 
larly addreſſed himſelf to me; but when 1 
related this circumſtance to my Aunt, 
(and I always tell her every occurrence 
of this ſort, as much for her amuſement, 
as to hear her opinion upon it,) ſhe told 


me that * his converſation was a mat- 


ter of courſe, which this fort of town 
gentlemen repeat as often as they meet 
any new face ; and that I might rely upon 
it, that he had no other intention reſpett- 
ing me than he had had for a hundred 
other women.“ In ſhort, ſhe told me, 
that ſhe had beard what a general admirer 
and great flirt he was. Shall I own to 
you, that J fek hurt to hear her 'ſhew 
her judgment upon this ſybjeR, as it was 
entirely oppoſite to my wiſhes; for though 
J certainly am not ſmitten with Sir Tho- 
mas, yet I ſhould really be mortified, if 1 
thought all he ſaid to me Was repeated to 
every little Miſs he fees: which my Aunt 
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is quite aſſured of, ſhe fays. He did not, 
in as many words, ſay, that I was the only 
voman he ſhould ever think of marrying, 
but he gave me to underſtand as much, 
and looked ſo unhappy when he came to 
take his leave of us, that I had almoſt 
cried myſelf. If he does diſſemble, I 
mall really think very ill of theſe men of 
the world. One little ſymptom of parti- 
ality I ſhall candidly mention to you: I 
uſed to deteſt calling at Lady Edgmore's, 
but I am always ready now to accompany 
my Aunt in her marning viſits there, in 
hopes that we may hear the name menti- 
oned of this fickle ſwain; but I have been 
twice diſappointed, for neither my Lady 
or Mrs. Penton have, by any chance 
ſpoken of him, though I brought up the 
ſubje@ of the races, &c. ; in;ſhort, I in- 
troduced every converſation that could 
lead to it, and felt quite chagrined at my 
ill ſucceſs; which my Aunt perceived, 
and accounted for in a moſt mortifying 
manner, ſaying, that © ſhe ſnppoſed that 
"mw had never obſerved that we were 
enough 


| 
| 
| 
] 
| 
1 
! 
{ 
0 


to Lady Edgmore's. 


OW : 


enough acquainted, to ſpeak of him at 
all.“ I had flattered myſelf that his at- 
tentions were. more | conſpicuous, but I 
ſhall begin to think it 1s my own vanity. 
that has made me hope that he was, in re- 
ality, partial to me. I hate ſuch ſtupid 
people, however, and will never go again 
It is ſo 1ll-bred to 
talk of their country bumpkins, and to 
neglett taking notice of the fine gentle 
men they have lately had with them. 
Had my Lord been at home, he would 
have talked of Sir Thomas, for I have 
heard him ſay, that he both loves and ad- 
mires him; but her Ladyſhip, though ſhe 
has ceaſed to have any claim or preten- 
ſions, (if ſhe ever had any, which I much 
doubt) wiſhes to engrols the whole at- 
tention} and converſation of every man 
that viſits at the Caſtle; and there are 
many who, to ſecure the entree of a 
houſe ſo pleaſant as my Lord Edgmore's, 
pay the greateſt homage to her, and even 


give. up talking to. beautiful young wo- 


men, who may happen at the time to be 
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in company, evidently to flatter my Lady ; 
but this was not the cafe with Sir Thomas 
Stanhope, though he is univerſally polite, 
he did not appear to have eyes or ears for 
any body but your humble ſervant and 
yet my provoking Aunt will not own that 
mme perceives it. Well, if this is all no- 
thing, I ſhall give up the vile ſex, and 
ſhall-eaſily feel that pride I have recom. 
mended to you upon a much more ſerious 
occaſion. I vill now relate to you an af. 
front I have received, and which really 
mortifies me almoſt to communicate it to 
you, my deareſt couſin; but I muſt firſt 
deſcribe to you the' coxcomb who has 
given me this concern. I told you, or at 
leaſt intended to have told you, that, at 
the races, the houſe was full of beau 
monde at Lord Edgmore's; among the 
ret was a Mr. Daſhwood, who rather 
diſturbed us by his impertinence, though 
at the ſame time, it wag unpoffible not to 
be amuſed with him, he was, to be ſure, 
che prince of puppies! He treated every 
—_ _ every body with the moſt 
ſove- 
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notice of the Miſſes, though a very young 
man himſelf, than to ſtare at them 
through: his glaſs, whenever they opened 
their lips. He affected to be: a vaſt cons 


noiſſeur in dreſs, admired: particularly 


every thing her Ladyſhip, who is rather, 


you know, advaneed in years, put upon 


her back. If one addreſſed him, which E 
did on purpoſe to plague him, he ſpoke 
vith the ſame freedom. he would have an- 
fwered a houſemaid. He would do no 
one thing that other people did: while we 
were liſtening to concerts the moſt- 
charming, in which Sir Themas Stanhepe 
bore a part with the famous Spexati, &. 
he diſturbed: the company by kdgetting, | 
talking to the lap-dog, beating the Devil's 
tatoo, ar, perhaps, boring ſome one with 
bis converſation at that time, in order to 
interrupt the performance, I ſhould ſup- 
pole.; and when be does talk, it is upon 
himſelf; and the fine company he lives 
with in town; his intimacy with the 
Prince, with the Duke. of this thing, or 

F4 my 


ſovereign contempt ;3 he took no other 
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my Lord ſuch 2>0ne ; which. was not 


very intereſting to us country folks, nor 
indeed to the reſt of the company, for 
they all confider him as a great egotiſt, 
and a vile braggadocio. Now I have 
vented myſelf a little in abuſe of him, I 


| ſhall give you the particulars of his con- 


duct to me, which has thus rouſed 14 re- 
ſentment: | | 


1777 


-T was fitting one morning in my 


Aunt's dreſſing room at my tambour 


frame, (ſhe' being out to pay morning 


. viſits) when the door opened, and in 


walked this man; he ſaid, he was come 
with a meſſage from Lady Edgmore ; 
(who rather likes coxcombs, and defe- 
rence paid to her, let it come from what 
quarter it may ;) well, this puppy, with a 
familiarity which I ſhall never either for- 
get or forgive, faid, * We have a little 


hop in agitation at the Caſtle to night, 
and I am not to return there without 
you; nay, do not look grave, for you 
muſt go, and to dinnet, I can aſſure you, 


ſo 
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ſo go and dreſs, and make haſte too, for 
want to get back time enough to frank for 
my Lady's friend, Mrs. Periton, and to 


write a line to the Duke of B , &c. 
to get me a new vis-4-vis, made after one 
of his.” His manner actually made me 
dumb for a few minutes, but at laſt I told 
him that © I begged not to detain hun a 
minute, for I could, by no means have the 
honor of partaking of the propoſed hop, 
without my Aunt made it her requeſt, as 
I made a point of conſulting her upon 


the moſt trifling occaſions; but that I. 
hoped he would ſay every thing polite to 


my Lady for the invitation, &c.” He 
would take no denial, and his manner of 


preſſing me to go, was the moſt free and 
impertinent that you can imagine. He 


came and ſat down by me upon the ſopha, 


took hold of my hand, and ſaid, © My 


dear girl, you muſt pos. return with me 
to dinner, &c. I dare not go back without, 


you.“ 


« With you, Sir,“ ſaid I, “re- 


turn with you? what, ride behind you? 
I conclude you came on horſeback.” 


1 « Not 
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© ES 
„Not I, upon my ſoul!” replied the 
beau, that is a kind of violent exerciſe, 
entirely out of my line; I came in my 
carriage, and in that identical carriage 


you are to return, ſo pray be quick.” 


Upon which he ſeized me by both my 
hands, and dragged me off the ſofa. 1 
was quite in a fury, as you will ſuppoſe, 
dut he was not ſo good as to ſtop there; 
he ſaid, .* You are really the moſt charm. 
ing girl I ever ſaw, and though you have 
taken an ill-natured pleaſure in laughing 
at my little elegancies, which may poſſi- 
bly ſtrike you here as ſomewhat outré, I 
really forgive and admire you, becauſe I 
at once faw.your partiality for fag, and 1 
will tell you honeſtly, that if youWere a 
degree more faſhioned, and dreſſed in a 
better manner, I really ſhould not 
even be aſhamed of being your huf- 
band ; though I would not have you flat- 
ter yourſelf, my love, for matrimony is 
indeed a bitter pill, and muſt be well 
gilded ere I ſhall ſwallow it.“ I was 
burſting with indignation, but he inſo- 
lent 
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left puppy gave me no time to reply, he 
pro eded further ſtill; he ſaid, «as at 
preſent he had no thoughts of marrying 


me, I had better live with him in town a 


little ; that Le Brun ſhould make all my 
things for the debit I ſhould make, and 
that ſhe would conclude by the elegant 
fiyle I was in, that I was aQtually Mrs. 


Daſhwood, (for that was the creature's 


name) he ſhould not at leaſt tell her the 
contrary.” So this monkey, this raſcal, 


this nothing, had the aſſurance to add 


that“ finding himſelf violently in love 


- with me, he had come to make theſe prof- 
fers to me ;** he faid © I muſt be a great 
fool to refuſe bim, for that I ſhould never 


be enough ſeen or admired, while living 


with my old Aunt, and he aſſured me it 
was now the ton for young ladies of fa. 
mily and virtue to be the chere amies of 


men of his faſhion, and that when we 
were mutually tired of each other, he 


would give me a very handſome allow- 
ance for life.“ I was quite overcome 
with his impudence, and was in a kind of 
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ſtupor that rendered my reſenting it im- 
poſſible, for I could not have articulated 
a fyllable. He conſtrued my filence into 
deliberation upon the honorable and ad- 
vantageous ' terms he propoſed, upon 
which he continued, © I ſhould have 
ſhewn you more attention, but really that 
old Lady E. is fo exigeinte, that ſhe ex- 
petts us fine men to think of nothing but 
her, and to indulge her in her dotage; 
while I am there I comply, not from in- 

elination. Then there was another ob- 
ftacle to my taking much notice of you, 
and that was my friend Stanhope's mak- 
ing up to you as he did; he abſolutely en- 
groſſed you, and I really think if I had not 
told him how much in love I was with 
you, and that by your perpetual efforts 


b talk with me, that it was mutual, he 


- would himfelf have offered you his band; 


for never ſaw him ſeriouſly in love be- 
fore.“ During this laſt ſpeech, I was de- 


liberating how to act; but whey he came 
to the laſt ſentence, I burſt out, «You 
, maſt impertinent contemptible coxcomb } 

11 25 | how 
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how did you dare to ſay ſuch a thing of 
me to Sir Thomas Stanhope, who 1 
would rather ſhould think well of me 
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than any perſon I know in the world.““ 0 
« And well, my love,” ſaid he, © and if i 
you will go to town with me, he will 


think very well of you, for he keeps a la- 
dy himſelf, and they have ſaid that he was 
to marry her.” I was affected altogether 
beyond deſcription, and ſhook from head 
to foot ; before this, my ſpirit, as well as 
aſtoniſnment, had ſupported me from 
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| ſinking under the inſult that was fo groſs- A 
ly put upon me, but this ſhook all my 
; nerves at once; I turned pale, and al- 
moſt fainted. At another time, I could 
' have heard all that concerned Sir Tho- 
* mas vithout emotion, but it quite over- 
> came me juſt then, I rang the bell, and 
then tottered down upon the ſopha ; upon 
4 which the animal ſeized both my hands, 
. kiſſed them, ſwore I ſhould be his at any 


rate, and was actually offering to kiſs my 
face, when the door opened, and my 
Aunt's butler came in. I had preſence of 
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mind enough to rouſe myſelf, by ſaying, 
Willis, defire Mr. Daſhwood's coach. 
man to draw up, but firſt ſhew the gentle. 
man into the parlour.” Sir, good 
morning to you:“ upon which, out I 
flew. I had the pleaſure to hear him run 


down ſtairs; and I fat for half an hour, 


like one petrified, in my own chamber, 
when I was rouſed by my Aunt's car- 
riage driving in. He was not gone, but 
had been walking about the gardens, and 
I ſaw her make him a moſt gracious bow, 
upon which he jumped: into his chariot, 
and drove off in a ſecond. I was fo 
rejoiced to ſee her returned, that I burſt 
into tears, and had a fort of hyſteric fit. 
My maid called her up, and it was ſome 
hours before I could relate every part of 
the affront I had experienced. I cannot 
tell you half her ſurpriſe or vexation 
upon ſuch an indignity having been 
ſhewn me. She ſaid the would wa 
upon Lady Edgmore, and make ut 

requeſt that my Lord ſhould turn him out 
of her houſe; but I entreated her to 


compoſe 


1 J 


compoſe herſelf enough to ſee the impro- 
priety of ſuch a ſtep. To publiſh ſuch a 
ſcene, to tell it to Lady E. of her prime 
favorite, to put it in the hands of Mrs. 
Penton ;—in ſhort, I adviſed my Aunt 
to moderate her rage, till at leaſt ſhe ſaw 
the coxcomb, who, however inſignificant 
in himſelf, had occahoned us fo much 
mortification ; © beſides,” faid I, who 
knows, Madam, if we take violent mea- 
ſures, but he may invent ſome falſehood, 
and it may reach Sir Thomas Stanhope's 
ears; in ſhort, dear Madam, we muſt be 
flent upon the affair, and only cut the 
anunal, wherever we may chance to meet 
him.“ She expreſſed both aſtoniſhment 
aud concern that the opinion of fo gay a 
man as Sir Thomas was reported to be 
ſhould have any weight with me ; but, of 
courſe, ſhe ſaw the propriety of not 
publiſhing our diſgrace. I bad heard a 
very bad charatter of this Mr. Daſh 

; wood, as a ſeducer of women in general : 
but married women, I am told, are par- 
ticularly his objetts, and the prey that he 
marks 
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marks out; and I bluſh for my ſex, when 
I tell you, that he has made the heart 
ache of more than one or two very happy 
huſbands; and when he has not ſuc- 
ceeded, he has boaſted of favors; there- 


fore he is moſt dangerous and miſchie- 
vous they tell me that London is in- 


teſted with theſe ſort of creatures. I 
cannot, however, digeſt my having ſuf- 
fered by his impudence, who have fo lit- 


tle to do with haut ton; and I confefs it 


was no inconſiderable addition to my 
concern to have heard, that he had been 
talking of me in ſuch a manner to Sir 
Thomas Stanhope. I recollect his having 
once or twice ſaid to me, © Miſs Wil- 
loughby, you had better let that beau 
alone, he is very ſeldom outwitted by the 
ladies, and has ſeldom good defigns upon 
pretty women.” I replied that,“ it was 


he who began, by laughing at me for my 


vulgarity, in being ſo fond of dancing; 


and that I took pleaſure wn returning the 


compliment to him ; but that I fancied 
him very harmleſs and infignihcant,” 
He 
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He ſaid, © I miſtook his character en- 
tirely ; he had, au fond, a good under- 
ſtanding, but that his vanity prevented 
his ſhewing it; among men he was not ſo 
much deteſted as among the prudent ſort 
of women of the world.“ I wonder if it 
was after this, that the monkey told Sir 
Thomas of my * partiality to himſelf ;” 
if it was, how ill he muſt think of my taſte, 
&c.! But I will not wear you out with 
the odious ſubjett; I was really quite ill 
for two or three days, and unequal | to 
writing at all, even to you; but I am now 
recovering; and, as it is over, only de- 
ſpiſe the author of my mortification ; ſo 
do not let my vexation contribute in the 
ſmalleſt degree to your unhappineſs, I en- 
treat. As I have written ſo long a letter 
you will diſpenſe with any accounts from 

hence; when I- began, I meant to have li- 

mited myſelf to chit chat, inſtéad of tel. 


ling you of this calamity. Heaven. bleſs 
you, my beloved Couſin, . 
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Mr. Freeman to Sir Thomas Stanhope, 
| rm — 19 


Swanſes. 


V. my word, Tom, you have writ. 
ten a moſt fentimental pretty letter! the 
prettieſt that ever was penned by ſuch an 
idle thoughtleſs fellow! I did not read it 
to my companions for two reaſons; the 
halt, becaule there was ſomething in it, 
which macked your expreffions of Miſs 


| Willoughby to be-ſexious, and I am not 


; treacherous among all the other gar ſec- 
tions you. aſcribe to me; and-the next, 
becauſe my thaughts are taken up in the 
lame kind of manner with 2 

Mils 


% oh 
wy 

4 „ 
” * 


22 [ 115 ] 
Miſs Aubrey ; and my companions- are 
equally engaged in their different pur- 
fuits. My ſymptoms of love, though en- 
tirely new to me, are. doubtleſs very com- 
mon;—ſuch as feeling ennui when out of 
the preſence of my non-pareil. I feel 
juſt as I did on a wet Sunday, at my 
grand-mother's, when ſhe uſed to make 
me read the Bible to her and the Nor- 
wich Gazette. Miſs Selway's mode of 
receiving my attentions is by no means 
flattering; and I am perſuaded ſhe. 
would reject me, if I offered my paor 
done-up ſelf rand nothing ta her. The 
mother too is grown cool. We had 


contrived very neatly to infinhate our. 


ſelves into all their ſchemes and parties; 
but ſince I have betrayed my attachment, 
(for I find it impoſſible to diſguiſe that 
ſort of thing) they have all drawn up— 
to me at leaſt, (for as ts Wentworth, he 
is quite at home there.) He tells me 
that, if I play my cards well, 1 ſhall be 
ſucceſsful ; but I have not the vanity to 
Join in his opinion, ** tell you. Dan- 
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by ſays, with his ſneering tone, that 
« Miſs and her Mamma have the trick of 


keeping themſelves up.“ This is an il. | 


liberal inſinuation, for I am no catch, 
God knows ; for all I had is nearly gone 
to the devil, and ſhe has an extreme good 


fortune. Danby is an unprincipled fel. | 


low in ſome things, but he really has 
been marvellouſly good of late. I told 
you of a daughter Mrs. Llewelyn locked 
up in the garret; Danby was diſtrafted 
to ſee her, and, to ſay the truth, we all 


| burned with the ſame curioſity. He de- 


fired his man to make intereſt with the 


maid to let him carry up her ſupper, 
He brought his maſter an account that 


ſhe was „ quite a lady, and as beautiful as 
an angel, but looked very - unhappy.” 
The next day, Danby. would carry up 


| her dinner himſelf, and we were really 


quite uneaſy for the poor girl's feelings 


at being intruded upon; and we poſted 
durſelves pretty near the door, to eſcort 
my gentleman down, if he diſtreſſed ber. 
5 Ho was all aſtoniſhment when he beheld 


8 ber, 
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her, and ſaid, Good heavens! why 


are you thus concealed from every cye ?” 
« Sir.” ſaid ſhe, © I had the misfortune 
to offend my mother, and, as I cannot 
att as ſhe wiſhes, I have not yet been 
able to aſſociate. with her. I am much 
obliged for your civility, but I admit no 
viſitors.” Not all Danby's perſuaſive 


manner could induce her to let him ſtay, 
or to tell him why ſhe was thus confined ; 


but he vows he will make her mother tell 


him ; and no doubt but his reſtleſs ſpirit 


will get to the bottom of it, ere long. 


Danby ſays, her room was fitted up ve- 


ry prettily, and ornamented with draw- 


ings of her own, which he could ſee by 


one ſhe was in the act of finiſhing, when 
he intruded upon her. There was an 


elegance in her manner that ſtruck us all 


though we could only ſee her through the 
key-hole. I hope, at leaſt till the myſ- 


tery is unravelled, that he will not further 
moleſt her. I gave him a lecture upon 


forbearance; and. he declared that he had 
no other views in wiſhing to know the 
f hiſtory 
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hiflory of this ſweet girl, than Minz to 
relieve her, for it was impoſſible ſhe 
could like being ſhat up in this manner; 
and he owned he ſhould endeavour to 
gain admittance, merely to chat and laugh 
with her; but, “ upon his ſoul,” at pre- 
ſent he had no other intentions. He i 
not, however, in ſuch an affair as this 
exactly to be truſted, and 1 'fhall nar. 
rowly watch him ; there are, unhappily, a 
number of objects of equal beauty, who 
are certainly fair game; ſo that it is an 
unneceſlary piece of villainy to break in 
upon the repoſe of an honeſt family; 
and I have ſame thoughts of giving Mrs, 
Llewelyn a caution not to ſuffer any of 
the party, or the ſervants to intrude. 
dare ſay, this prudence in me, will affect! 
you with vaſt ſurpriſe ; but, you may re- 
member, my dear Stanhope, both you 
end I had theſe ſentiments, though boaſt 
ing of them in town, would pot have 
gained us much applauſe from our com- 
panions. However, it is a heartfelt fa 
tisfattion to me, to be able to ſay, that | 
have 
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have never, in all my life, made a father, 
mother, or huſband unhappy. I confels, 
I have been pretty often an offender 
with thoſe who had done that kind office 
for their friends before 1 knew them. It 
ſtrikes me at this inſtant, that you and T 
are both upon a plan of ſmoothing over 
our paſt folhes ; chis looks like ſincerely 
repenting of them; however, I gain no 
ground with my charmer for my preſent 


laudable 'condutt; for 1 was talking 


quite good with her one day, and when 
I bad done, ſhe ſaid, © Oh, Mr. Free- 
man, what a hypocrite you are!“ I am 
always now in time for church; I confeſs 
I have the additional inducement of ſit- 
ting oppoſite her, for I am no hypocrite ; 
and moreover, we walk together after. 
wards, Wentworth ſeems attached to 
Miſs Conway, but he is ſo reſerved, that 
I will defy any one to penetrate into his 
ſentiments; they are always talking of 
the ſcenes they have witneſſed abroad; 
and then they become ſo melancholy, and 
ſympathiſe ſo warmly, that J am much 
miſtaken, 
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miſtaken,Fif they will not ſhottly do ſo, 
upon an occaſion more immediately their 
A „ = 


F 


Mr. Aubrey is going to Bath ſoon, for 
his health; at which time, my charmer and 


her friend, Miſs Conway, are 'to have a 


doleſul ſeparation, as the latter is going 
into Yorkſhire, to your MiſsWilloughby. 


It is very ſingular, that ſuch a ſet of 
rattle-brain fellows, who have ever 
abuſed matrimony, - ſhould, as we have 
done, all, with one accord, fall in love; 


and with women all entitled to inſpire ſe- 


rious attachments: it is a wonderful 
change indeed! But Danby is come 
in, with a very important face, and [ 
muſt, for 'a moment, attend. to what he 
has to communicate. . 


is Well * this been receiving a billet 
from the lady in the garret, and, as 
ſubjects from hence are rather barren, l 

ſhall 


fi 
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ſhall tranſcribe it, verbatim, for your 8 
amuſement, as you expreſſed wonder- 31 
ful curioſity upon her ſubject. Pf 
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MISS LLEWELYN TO MR. DANBY. 9 
31 1 
f . | 
T | You did me the favor to ex- 


e preſs an eagerneſs to hear the occaſion of 
; Wl the penance I am at this moment doing, 
- and as 1 find it highly repugnant to my 
feelings as well as extremely improper to 
be honored with your company during 
the recital, I ſhall be as little tedious as 
poſſible in acquainting you with my mil. 
fortunes. I hope when I have been thus 
communicative, that you will agree with 
me in thinking that the more recluſe I 
live, the more proper for my ſituation ; 
| have hitherto adhered to it, and I hope 
fall that ſelf-ſatisfaction will not now be denied 
Vor. I, G me, 
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me. My mother as you already know, 
had no other child but myfelf, and that 
what money my father has made, was by 
keeping a trading veſlel between this and 
London. They were enabled by this 
means to give me a better education than 
my line of life I think at all required; 
though. I muſt obſerve, people in their 
ſphere do fall into this error, more than 
was formerly the cuftom by all accounts; 
for I have been told that in the laſt age, 
«if a girl could read, write, and work at 
her needle, it was, thought that ſhe was 
ſufficiently educated for a tradeſman's 
daughter; but now they are ſent to the 
dancing ſchogl, and Miſs muſt learn to 
draw, to ſpeak French, ſtudy muſic, &c. 
Such Sir, was my misfortune; I vent to 
the firſt ſchool at Bath, where I made 
very rapid improvements in every thing 
1 learned. For the firſt year or two! 
was happy when the holidays arrived to 
go home, but I ſoon began to be aſhamed 
of ſpending them among my parent's ac- 
quaintance ; and though I never was un- 

grateful 


E 3 


srateful enough to ceaſe loving them, yet 


I] began to perceive how unlike they were 


to myſelf, and to be conſcious of my own 
ſuperiority : in ſhort, notwithſtanding I 
had I truſt naturally a good heart, I could 
not help regretting their fituation, and 
that I was not born in a higher ſtation. 
This diſcontent which was the conſe- 
quence of my living with my betters, 
made me paſs my time when at home very 
miſerably : all the old affociates whom I 
had formerly loved were grown infipid, 
if not diſguſting to me; they appeared 
ſo very illiterate, and fo little to my taſte, 
that I was evidently very uncomfortable 
in their preſence; they till loved me, 
and accuſed me of being grown proud; 
but this certainly was not the caſe, for I 
endeavoured to conceal from them my 
diſtaſte for their ſociety, at the ſame time 


I confeſs that I took every opportunity 
of leaving their company. 


My mother was always trying to place 
in view my accompliſhments, and I en- 
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deavoured to conceal them as much, that 
they might not feel their inferiority. 


There was a young man, the ſon of a 
wealthy tradeſman in Swanſea, a man that 
fold haberdaſhery and all ſorts of ware; 
this perſon from a boy had always ſingled 
me out from the reſt of the girls, and as 
his father was conſidered one of the richeſt 
people in the place, my mother encou- 
raged it, and always looked forward to its 
being a very fine piece of emolument for 
me, which I cannot reſiſt obſerving made 
her giving me ſuch an education quite 
out of character. At ſixteen as I ſaw the 
icheme of this good woman, I could not 
help intreating my father to uſe his au- 
thority for me to return for one more 
year to ſchool, which 1 had the pleaſure 
of accompliſhing. I had formed an inti- 
macy with Miſs Evelyn, who was not.to 
leave ſchool till that time.—She was the 
daughter of a man of fortune and family 
in North Wales, and our acquaintanee at 


. ſchool originally began, from our having 


both 
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both belonged to the principality, though 


from different quarters. We ſoon became 
inſeparable companions, and to the beſt 
of my recollection we never differed in 
ſentiments, or in the ſmalleſt matter during 
all the years that we were together; and 
when the holidays came, at which we were 
to part, perhaps for ever, which our dif- 
ferent ſituations in life gave us reaſon to 
apprehend, ſhe wrote to Mrs. Evelyn, 
and mentioned her only reaſon for re- 
gretting that ſhe was leaving ſchool, and 
intreated leave to invite me into Den- 
bighſhire. with her, to which ſhe readily 
aſſented. I wrote for my mother's con- 
ſent, which ſhe ſent me immediately. 


I cannot deſcribe how mutually de- 
lighted we were at this indulgence; and 
I continued with them at their earneſt 
intreaty eight months, and accompanied 
them wherever they viſited, as © the late 
{chool-fellow and choſen friend of Miſs 
Evelyn.” We went together to balls 
innumerable, and I had frequently an 
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opportunity of meeting a Mr. Gordon, 
who was at that time recruiting at Wrex- 
ham, which was very near Mrs. Evelyn's 
houſe. He danced with me conſtantly, 
and at laſt my friend told me her mother 
* wiſhed to know if Mr. Gordon had 
any right to claim my hand every night ; 
if not, it was a very improper, and a very 
unuſual thing to be ſo conſtantly dancing 
with him.” I knew nothing of cuſtoms 
or etiquettes, and I was ſurpriſed ; how- 
ever I very truly ſaid, “ he had no claim 
but that of always aſking me before any 
one elſe, and I did not know how I was 
to refuſe him as that was the caſe. But 
as I was not of a perverſe temper, and 
they aſſured me of the impropriety I was 
guilty of, I refuſed him at the next ball, 
and every body elſe of courſe who aſked 
me afterwards. He ſaid, © I am afraid 
Miſs Llewelyn I have offended you, or 
that you are not well,” I ſaid, © Oh dear 
no, you are quite miſtaken, but it is not in 
my power to dance ;** he faid, © he could 
not underſtand that, but if he had done 
any 
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any thing to give me diſpleaſure, he would 
rather die than not be forgiven.” He fat 
by me however the whole evening, and 
queſtioned me ſo much that I was forced 
to acknowledge, that © finding it was 
WB quite unuſual to dance often with the ſame 
partner, I did not wiſh to be ſingular, and 
having refuſed him, in courſe I thought 
the gentlemen who aſked me afterwards 
muſt likewiſe be refuſed.” He begged 
that might not prevent my dancing with 
any one elſe; but as the ball was almoſt 
over before he drew from me this ex- 
planation, I perſiſted in fitting ſtill, As 
Mrs. Evelyn was at cards, and her daugh- 
ter dancing, I was tete à tete moſt part of 
the evening with Mr. Gord6n, and after 
I had told him why I ſat by, he became 
grave, and hardly ſpoke ; he continued 
to ſet by me it is true, but it appeared 
more from the good humoured motive of 
not ſuffering me to fit alone, than any 
pleaſure he took in being with me. L 
began upon bis filence to feel myſelf very 
aukwardly ſituated, and ſuddenly jumped - 
4 up, 
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up; and ſtood by Mrs. Evelyn's card table 
till the carriage came. Upon our return 
home ſhe again reproved me, and in a 
harſh manner for my particularity ; 1 
cleared myſelf by -relating the matter of 
fact.—She deſired © I would never do 
ſuch a thing again, as J valued her good 
opinion; for in my line of liſe I ought to 
be very cautious, not to give young men 
of fortune or faſhion encouragement, eſ- 
pecially heirs apparent, like Mr. Gordon, 
for no one of that deſcription would 
think of forming a connexion with me, 
and my flirting looked like laying a bait. 
She knew General Gordon very well, 
that he was the proudeſt man in England, 
and if he-was to hear who I was, would 
be angry with his ſon for having paid me 
ſuch diſtinction, even at a country ball; 
which men do perpetually without ever 
dreaming of you again, I can tell you 
x Miſs, ſaid ſhe.” I at firſt attended to theſe 
admonitions, though the manner of her 
delivering them was no doubt extremely 
mortifying and 9 and I muſt ſay, 
ä though 
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though in ſome caſes ſhe was a very warm 
friend, yet it galled her extremely to ſee 
an atom of attention paid to any one but 
her daughter. She could not endure that 
any young woman ſhould be put in com- 
petition with her, and ſhe had an ugly way 
of atting all the beaux of fortune that 
came into the country, in hopes that they 
would all dance with Miſs Evelyn, if not 
take a fancy for life with her. It was 
notorious that ſhe never took any notice 
of officers who had nothing to exiſt on 
but their pay: Mr. Gordon | ſhe. had 
ſhewn particular attention. to, and grew 
every day more chagrined to ſee that it 
was not his plan to return it in the family, 
She did not ſcruple to ſay, that I puſhed 
myſelf down his throat, and if by chance 
I was better dreſſed than ordinary, (for 
my parents allowed me moſt liberally) it 
made her peeviſh for the whole evening : 
this it was impoſſible not to ſee, and to 
lament, at once for her ſake, and my own; 
as really excepting this one little ſpark of 
envy, ſhe was a very worthy and a very 
G5 ſenſible 
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ſenſible woman, with a heart ever open to 
diſtreſs; and ſhe had till fhe conſidered 
me a rival to her daughter, always treated 
me moſt kindly. Az firſt, I took her 
advice reſpetting Mr. Gordon very kind, 


as I did not know the motive, for I was 


not poſſeſſed of enough knowledge of the 
world to oueſs the real objettion, and I 
therefore complied ; but this coarſe and 
cutting ſpeech opened my eyes at once, 
and I determined as ſoon as good manners 
would permit, to quit a houſe where the 
Lady's eagerneſs to have her daughter 
admired ſolely, made her ſay the moſt 


poignant things. I mentioned to my 


friend the reſolution I had formed of 
going home; ſhe expoſtulated with me 
moſt affectionately, and with a degree of 
ſincerity that I always adored as one of 
the ſtriking features in her character, told 
me how much ſhe diſhked my leaving 
her ; ſhe urged the diſadvantages of my 
ſituation at Swanſea, &c. &c. in which I 
agreed; but I ſaid that © as the time muſt 
come for our parting, ſooner or laber rand 

that 


Cong 


that being juſt now piqued at the manner 
of Mrs. Evelyn's reproof, I ſeemed to 
fancy I could better at this minute endure 
the ſeparation than when things were going 
on as ſmooth as they had done here- 
tofore.“ I mentioned it to the mother, 
who received the information with much 
leſs concern than her daughter; that, in- 
deed I might expect, but ſhe appeared 
downright rejoiced, when I ſaid © it was 
my intention to go home.” 


We fixed the next week for my depar- 
ture, and Mrs. Evelyn was ſo good as to 
offer to ſend me fifty miles on my way 
home, and I was to write to my father to 
meet me afterwards, This being pro- 
jected, we were all good friends again: I 
felt for the firſt time in my life, a ſecret 
pleaſure in having a home to go to, and 
a thouſand times did I repent that ever 1 
left it. 


I began to feel that Mr. Gordon had 
made himſelf too agreeable to me, and 
G 6 the | 
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the more I ſaw the improbability of our 


ever being further acquainted, the more 
J longed for the hour to come when I 


ſhould be conveyed out of his ſight. It 


was very painful to-me to apprehend that 
he might know who I was; in ſhort, I was 
thoroughly mortified, and nothing ſeemed 


to comfort me, but the near proſpect I 


had of being once more among people of 
my own ſphere. We were however to 
be at one more ball together ; 1t was given 
by the officers belonging to Mr. Gordon's 
corps, who were quartered in Wrexham 
and its environs; I intreated to be left 
at home, but Miſs Evelyn would not con- 
ſent, as ſhe ſaid our time together was 
become too precious for her to loſe a 
moment of my company. During the 
time we were drefling, a very affectionate 
ſcene took place; we declared moſt ſo- 
lemnly, that our friendſhip ſhould never 
ceaſe but with our lives. I was particu- 
larly affected with a combination of feel- 


1ngs, and cried moſt bitterly, and when ! 
went down to dinner my eyes were very 


4 | red, 
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red, and I fancied that my looking ex- 
tremely ill gave ſpirits to Mrs. Evelyn; 
(God forgive me if I was wrong) all I » 
know is, ſhe had not ſpoke ſo kindly to 
me for an age, and I hardly knew at firſt 
whether to attribute it to my ill looks 
moſtly, or to her joy at my approaching 
departure. 
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We were uſhered into the ball by Mr. 
Gordon, who led Mrs. Evelyn up the 
room, and then took a very elegant look- 
ing man up to her daughter as a partner; 
immediately after he led me into the coun- 
try dance, ſaying to my chaperoune that 
* I had refuſed him the laſt time we met, 
and had ſpoiled his evening, but I am 
fixed now my dear Madam, not to give 
your little friend even an option.” Mrs. 
Evelyn looked hurt I thought, but it was 
not in her power to prevent it at that 
time, and I confeſs the ſecret pleaſure 
that it gave me to dance once more with 
Mr. Gordon, reſtored me at once to ſpi- 
rits, and I was more lively than I had 

| been 
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been for ſome days; but notwithſtanding 
. this, my red eyes were not unnoticed by 
my partner; he enquired “ if I had re- 
ceived any bad accounts from home:“ 
I replied that © I had not, but that Miſs 
Evelyn and I had been anticipating our 
misfortune of being ſoon to ſeparate, and 
that 1t was to that he might attribute my 
dolorous countenance ; but I begged to 
drop the ſubjett that I might have a merry 
evening at my laſt ball.” He ſaid, © how. 
ever merry you may intend to be Maſs 
Llewelyn, you have taken care to damp 
all my proſpe&s of being gay. Good 
God! are you really going ?—To what 
place? poſſibly I may fee you no more! 
ſhall you forget the many gay hours we 
have paſſed together? the innumerable 
laughs that we have had? ah you will 
never have another partner that will de- 
light in you as I have done.“ I replied, 
to Swanſea I am going, Sir, immediate- 
ly:“ this was much more than I was 
prepared for, my already agitated ſpirits 


could ſcarcely ſupport it; it was a tran- 


ſition 
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ſition that had almoſt expoſed me in the 
room : I was ready to fink, and one tear 
would fall, in ſpite of the company, in 
ſpite of my endeavours to prevent it. 
He added, * it is poſſible that there may 
be ſome particular attraction in Swanſea, 
that you go to it ſo ſoon;“ I ſaid © Oh 
yes, that of my father and mother's living 
there ; and I have made a very long ſtay, 
and it is time I returned to them,” I 
intreated to drop the {ubje&, as I had 
already ſuffered a great deal between the 
duty I owed my mother, and the pain of 
leaving my friend would occaſion me. 
I attempted to be chearful afterwards, 
but he really gave me no aid, and we 
ſcarcely ſpoke again. At our return from 
the ball, Mrs. Evelyn ſaid, “ it is time 
my dear that you were at home; this 
young man's attentions will do you vaſt 
injury, for,if he really is ſerious, it is out 
of the queſtion for him ever to hope for 
his father's conſent, and it may make you 
unhappy if he ſhould engage your affec- 
tions, beſides giving you a diſtaſte for 

home, 
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home, which will be very inconvenient 
to you I ſhould imagine.“ 


I aſſured her that I would go no more 
into any company, - while I had the honor 


to be an inmate in her family, and I 


begged therefore for the ſhort time I had 
to ſtay, that ſhe would indulge me by not 
ſaying any thing more about this gentle. 
man; and I ſhould go away with a very 
heavy heart, if I received an impreſſion 
that I had behaved with any impropriety 
under her roof. Miſs Evelyn told her 
mother that if ſhe talked any more to me 
in that ſtrain, ſhe ſhould break her heart; 
upon this ſhe was moved to ſilence, and 
nothing more occurred of a diſagreeable 
nature from her, while I continued at her 
houſe. At length the day arrived when 
I was to depart, and I ſhall never efface 
from my mind the ſcene my friend and I 
had at our ſeparation : the reflection that 
ſhe never could viſit me, and that the 
perſon I had found her mother to be, 
would prevent my ever repeating my 

viſit, 
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viſit, was at the moment of parting a pain- 
ful augmentation to my grief. My not 
foreſeeing a period when we could meet 
again, rendered my journey a very me- 
lancholy one, for I loved her as if ſhe 
had been my ſiſter, and we had not once 
even differed in opinion during an inti- 
macy of five years. 


The joy my father and mother teſtified 
at my arrival, and ſatisfaction they ex- 
preſſed at ſeeing me ſo much improved, 
made me very happy; I could not have 
ſuppoſed in the diſpoſition I was, that 
nature could have ſo prevailed, but ſo it 
was, and for ſeveral days the happinefs I 
conferred I certainly partook of; I was 
grown older, and felt aſhamed of the in- 
gratitude I had been guilty of towards the 
authors of my being, in repining that I 
was not higher born: I determined upon 
a little plan of going on not inconſiſtent 
with my feelings, or my preſent ſtate in 
life. The mornings I intended dedicat- 
ing to my mother's ſervice, and company, 
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if ſhe liked it, and the afternoons in prac- 
tifing and keeping up thoſe accompliſh. 
ments they had fondly beſtowed upon me. 
I fixed upon my preſent apartments: they 
had already bought me at Bath a very fine 


piano- forte, choſen by my ſinging maſter, 


the well known Rauzzini; I have a taſte 
too for drawing, which I thought not to 
loſe ; this, my French, Italian, and Geo- 
graphy, I intended ſhould employ all my 
time, and I meant as a particular recrea- 
tion to correſpond weekly with the friend 
I have ſo often ſpoke of in this tedious 
detail. Alas l my fond hopes of content 
at leaſt, were at once done away, by two 
painful and unexpected circumſtances : 
a letter arrived from Miſs Evelyn (in 
anſwer to one I had written her to ſay J 
got ſafe home, &c. &c.) which was evi- 


dently dictated by her mother, for it was 


written in the cooleſt, the moſt unkind 
terms ; juſt lamenting that ſhe was obliged 
to drop my correſpondence, as Mrs. Eve- 
lyn had conceived an idea that I was an 
intriguing young lady, and rather too ro- 

: mantic 
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mantic to be any longer her child's friend. 
She ended by ſaying, © it could anſwer 
no end or purpoſe to keep up an ac- 
quaintance at ſuch a diſtance, and our 
meeting again ſeemed totally out of the 
queſtion.” You may eaſily imagine, 
Sir, my horror at reading ſuch a letter 
from my friend; I flew down with it 
to my mother, who was likewiſe very 
much ſhocked, though from a different 
motive: ſhe ſuppoſed I had done ſome- 
thing offenſive, and it required all my 
intereſt and eloquence to remove that 
idea; I related to her all that had paſſed, 
but ſhe was not enough acquainted with 
etiquette any more than myſelf, to under- 
ſtand the miſdemeanor alledged againſt 
me; and 1 verily believe ſhe doubted my 
veracity, and thought there muſt be more 
than I told her: but I ſaid every thing to 
change her opinion, and ſhe then ſaid, 
* Mrs. Evelyn will ſoon be convinced of 
your innocence, for your father and I 
have juft accepted young Mr. Simpkins's 
offers for you, and a very fine thing it is 
truly 3 
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truly; his father has left him within this 
twelvemonth, ten thouſand pounds; he 
is coming this afternoon to tell you him. 


ſelf, how long, and how dearly, he has 


loved you. Cheer up therefore my dear, 


make yourſelf ſmart, and look gay at the 
good fortune that awaits you; you will be 
the tip top of Swanſea.” All that had 
paſſed before, ſeemed nothing to the ſtroke 
that my mother had given me: at once 
the image of Mr. Gordon came into my 
mind; I felt indignant, that a girl he had 
honoured with ſuch attention, ſhould be 
named for the Lout in queſtion ; I burſt 
into tears, and ſaid; my dear mother do 
not talk ſo, if this man was: a Duke's ſon 
l would not marry him; I could not, I feel 
I could not: but to be ſtuck down with 
ſuch a vulgar animal, to ſerve J ſuppoſe 
in his ſhop, I could not endure it. Why 
did you give me any education ? why 
give me notions above my lot, if this it 
was you meant for me? I can never be 
his, I ever deteſted him from a child, when 
© he had the impertinence to ſingle me out; 
let 


1 


let him marry ſome other perſon, for he 
never never ſhall marry me.” 

I cannot paint to you Sir, my mother's 
face when J had ceaſed talking; her eyes 
qnite flaſhed with rage, her cheeks were 
in half a ſecond red as poppies : ſhe ſaid, 
« yery well Miſs! this is your behaviour, 
this your gratitude to your parents, who 
have been giving you ſuch an expenſive 
education, upon the hope of your ſettling 
in this creditable manner: pray what 
right have you to turn up your noſe at 


Mr. Simpkins ? furely he is your betters, 


and every girl in the place has been ſetting 


her cap at him; but he always ſaid he 


would have you when you was finz/hed, 
and haye you he ſhall, or I will know the 
reaſon why. He was in ſuch a quanderry 
while you was in Denbighſhire, for fear 


ſome of the gentry would turn your head, 


but I always aſſured him that I would put 
it in the right place again if they ſhould, 
and ſo I will I can tell you; ſo prepare 
yourſelf to receive him, and upon that 

| conſe 
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conſideration only, I ſhall forgive your 
expreſſions of contempt, and conceal them 
from him and your father.“ 


It was uſeleſs to ſay any thing in reply, 
or to attempt reaſoning with her; ſhe 
would hear nothing, © after the monſtrous 
impertinence I had been guilty of.“ 1 
therefore prepared myſelf for the viſit, 
and determined to try if Mr. Simpkins' 
| heart was a good one, and to tell him at 
once, that it made me the moſt com- 
pleatly unhappy creature even to think 
of marrying. : ; , 


Unluckily he was not the ſort of perſon 
w relinquiſh me ; he fancied that it would 
be a fine feather in his hat to marry a 
young lady from “ the Bath boarding 
{ſchool ;*”” and moreover the lad had per- 


ſuaded himſelf into believing he was ac- 


tually in love with me. He arrived in a 


moſt ſprightly humour; © I am come Miſe, 


faid he, as ſoon as ever I ſaw ſhop ſhut 
up, and toſſed a little powder into my hair, 


to 
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to pay my devoires to you.“ In caſe Sir, 
that you were never in his h to lee this 
gentleman, I will give you a deſcription of 
him. He 1s a ſhort, ſquare looking man, 
with a ſhining face, and ſnub noſe, a very 
white ſet of large teeth, and a mouth from 
ear to ear ; black eyes, and a prodigious 
quantity of hair of the ſame hue, as courſe 
as a horle's mane, which he dreſſes in 


a magnificent way behind. He has of a 


Sunday always a new coat on, and buttons 
that ſtrike you at a mile diſtance ; fine 
ſattin waiſtcoats, black ſattin breeches, 
deep ruffles, a jemmy cane and taſſels; in 
ſhort Sir, he is the beau of the counter ; 
he values himſelf as much for his figure as 
for his money, and had not the moſt re- 
mote idea of any one's being able to refuſe 
him; ſuch was the perſonage my mother had 
raiſed her hopes that I ſhould be united 
to; but I declare it was almoſt inſupport- 


able to me to ſpeak to him. He entered 


as I told you before, with a moſt ſmirking 
countenance, and I received him with a 
very cool . He ſaid, © Miſs, I 

began 
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began to fear that you would never come 
back. I told Mrs. Llewelyn that I was 
afraid ſome Squire, or Captain would rob 


me of my love; I do aſſure you I have 
thought of it a hundred times as I ſet in 


9 


ſhop; I thought you would come to harm 


being among ſo many great folks, but 
now you are come to me handſomer and 
genteeler than ever, and I am quite out 
of my wits as the ſaying is.“ He then 
viewed himſelf from head to foot in the 
glaſs, and continued, © well my dear Miſs, 
when is it to be? when will you make me 
happy with your hand? I have beſpoke a 
neat horſe chair, and you ſhall have our 
dining room papered.” Till then, he 


had not given me leave to put in a word: 


I ſaid, Mr. Simpkins, I am afraid you 
have been miſinformed as to my ſenti- 
ments upon your account, but not to keep 
you longer in the dark, or detain you 
at this time, I think it neceſſary to tell 
you that I never can be your's, though 
I certainly am obliged for the preference 


| you ſhew me, but marrying you is againſt 


my 


; * , 
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my inclination, it is morally impoſſible 
that we can ever be happy together, we 
are ſo very unſuitable.“ © As to that 
Miſs, I think we are very ſuitable for my 
part; my father left me a very great for- 
tune, and iglkNay your's can double it; 
you have been very well brought up, and 
ſo have I; I ſhall keep a boy, beſides the 
maid, and except market days, you'll have 
nothing to do in ſhop; but what ſignifies 
talking, you muſt have me, it is all over the 
place that we have been betrothed, and 
it would make us both look filly if it went 
oft; ſome people were ſpiteful enough to 
tell mother that you would look above J, 
but 1t 18 not ſo, dear Miſs ; you were only 
in play, was you ?” I was as compoſed as 
poſſible, but I confeſs it was very difficult. 
I repeated my determination never to 
marry him, and that being the caſe, I in- 
treated that he would not urge it to my 
mother; I endeavoured to reaſon with him, 
upon the miſerable proſpe& of marrying 
me, when I before hand declared that I 
could not like him; however, he ſaid, © he 
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was ſure it was only diffidence in me, and 
that as ſoon as I could in the ſmalleſt de. 
gree, combat my firſt reluQance, love 
would be mutual ; that we were born he 
believed for each other, the match was 
made in Heaven; I begged he would 
ceaſe to believe any thing of the kind, 
T was fixed as fate, and I only flung myſelf 
upon his generoſity, to do away my mo- 
ther's reſentment, that was all I aſked of 
him; and as a man, as an honeſt perſon, I 
truſted he would not widen the breach 
between us. 


Upon which I flew out of the room, and 
left him to his meditations ; I do not know 
how far he endeavoured to appeaſe her 
wrath, or whether he made any efforts to 
that effect, but I found her enraged be- 
yond all deſcription: ſhe was in ſuch a 
violent paſſion, that I was quite alarmed. 
My father was juſt then gone to ſea, and 
I had really no friend ; I perſiſted how- 
ever never to marry him, and with that 
declaration, I walked out of the houſe. 

. I was 


Ct an] 


| was in tears, and terri ble agitated in- 
deed ; I obſerved an officer coming to- 
wards me, whom I tried to avoid, upon 
account of my agitation, , but 1 ſoon faw 
by the haſty ſtrides he tc jk, that he was 
reſolved to overtake me ; I endeavoured 


to put as much compoſu're as poſſible into 
my countenance. You 1 may imagine, Sir, 
my ſurpriſe, when I ſaw that the gentle- 
man who was making up to me was Mr. 
Gordon, and I can give y ou no idea of the 
tranſition from ſorrow to joy, that in an 
inſtant diffufed itſelf ov: er me. 


He however percei\ ed that I was in 


trouble, and intreated to hear the occa- 


ſion. I told him“ 1: had had ſeveral 


occaſions, ſince I had ti he pleaſure of ſee- 


ing him laſt, but that what particularly 
hurt me at this inſtar tt, was my having 
offended my mother; and from the cauſe, 
it was impoſſible I cc, uld ever make it up 
with her, as I could not but be diſobe- 
dient on the moſt i» mportant event in my 
life,” He beggee , if the important 
Pie point 
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point I alludec| to, was not a profound 
ſecret, to be in formed if it concerned the 
diſpoſal of my hand. It was not from 
idle curioſity, ut that he felt the ten- 
dereſt concern ii x every thing that related 
to me, that he hid admired me from the 
firſt of our meeting, and that latterly he 
had loved me be yond the whole world; 

but he would be c :andid to own, that from 


Tome circumſtanc :es he had gathered ſince 


my.departure fro. m Mrs. Evelyn's, he had 
tried every thing; to conquer his paſſion 
for me, but findii ig it unconquerable, he 
applied to his fath er, who treated him ſo 
harſhly, and made ſuch violent reſolutions 


if he married me, to diſinherit him, that 


it was impoſſible t« » deſcribe the miſery he 


| had endured in th e ſhort time of my ab- 


ſence. He conde mned Mrs. Evelyn for 
not at firſt telling him how matters were, 
as he would have avoided me upon the 


firſt diſcovery of | \is penchant, for bis 


father” o ſake ; 3 as fo r himſelf, he was ſo 


well pleaſed with me, he would not wiſh 
3 look further; and jt was impoſſible by 


my 


? 


/ 
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my manner, &c. for any one to think that 
J was not more than his equal, and it was 
not till his heart was totally gone, that it 
occurred to him to enquire who I was. 
He had been fo very ill ſince we parted, 
that it was remarked by every one; (and 
in truth he was ſadly altered) and that 
he conſidered health, and the wife of his 
choice, greater bleſſings than a broken 
heart, and a rich heireſs that his father 
had deſtined for him; and therefore he 
had come to a reſolution to hve upon his 
pay, (as many full as worthy men did 
before him) rather than give up the hopes 
of ſpending his days with me; but as he 
did not like to fly in his father's face, he 
wiſhed the marriage to be private, and he 
ſhould then if I would conſent, return 
with chearfulneſs to his regiment, and 
even be contented to go with it abroad, 
if nothing but death could deprive him of 
me. He added, that it was upon the 
happy diſcovery that he was not difagree- 
N able to me, that he ventured to aſk fo 
ſ 24 :306 3 | * . haſtily, 
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haſtily, à favor upon which his n exiſ- 
tence > MEpendre. wc 


You may "TAGEN Sir, I was not alittle 
confuſed at fo precipitate a propoſal; and 
at firſt refuſed to liſten to a ſcheme, which 
would ruin him with his father: I felt 
hurt at the mention he made of my con- 


nexions, which though not what he had a 


right to expect, did not ftrike me, as 
quite ſo low as I thought he hinted; be- 
ſides, though I had ſeen him perpetually 
for eight months, we were not I thought 
enough acquainted to form ſuch a con- 
nexion. I had long felt that he poſſeſſed 
my heart, but I had conſidered it as a 
very romantic paſſion, and that I would 
drive him from my remembrance. 


He would not hear my objections; he 
only liſtened to my mother's ſcheme of 


marrying me to Mr. Simpkins, and then 
ſaid, only confider how you will be 
expoſed to the perſecutions of this man, 
and if the perpetual diſputes your _ 
al 


© oy &@ 0 0 


wo x ca 
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and you will have together, do not render 
you miſerable, they will annoy you ſadly ; 
whereas, if you will honor me with your 
hand, (for you would do any man an 
honor to marry him) you will know that 
at any rate marrying him is impoſſible, 
and that you kave a protector in the 
world, who will ſtep forward as ſoon as 
poſſible and claim you (if you are too 
much perſecuted) to his father. Think, 
I ſay, how much leſs you will be worn by F 
their intreaties, when you reflect upon 18] 
our indiſſoluble union; ah, my deareſt * 
girl, no longer heſitate give me at once 
your hand, I have got a ſpecial licence, 
and as ſoon as poſſible we will be again 
married, if you require it, in the face ↄf 
the world: but let it for the preſent be 
kept ſecret, for fear of my father's imme. 
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diate reſentment, as he has ſo lately forbid tf 
it: your mother for the world muſt not 9 
be privy to it, leſt her reſentment at her 8 
friend's diſappointment ſhould induce her 71a 
to betray us. Keep yourſelf as much up | Wt; 
ſrom your former acquaintance as poſſible, 11h 

H 4 and . 
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and by that means avoid the bore of this 
vulgar fellow, who will marry you, whe- 
ther you will or not.” It was high time 
for me to return home, and 1 told him 
that I would conſider of it, and meet him 


at the ſame place the next morning, with 


my deciſion. 


I entered with a more chearful face 
than I had when I went out, though my 
inind was more taken up, even than be- 
fore, as I was then decided, but now I 
was all aground ; I felt which way I was 
diſpoſed, but then it ſeemed ſuch a want 
of duty to my own mother, and want of 
principle to General Gordon. My mo- 
ther, however, rouſed me from my doubts, 
by ſaying, © my dear, I am glad to ſee you 
recovered from the little pettiſhneſs I 
obſerved in you; Mr. Simpkins, who is 
| Tweet tempered, is up in your little room, 
looking over your muſic, paintings, &c.“ 
upon which I exclaimed, © he is excel- 
fively impertinent, and up I flew; my 
mother defired I would ſend him down 

| 0 


) 
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to ſupper, which I did in a ſecond, and 
it was diſagreeable to me enough to be 
forced to follow him down, as I wiſhed 
to have ſat alone, and God knows had 
little appetite to eat. My rencountre with 
Mr. Gordon, had given ſuch a new, turn 
to my thoughts, that I hardly heard my 
mother, when ſhe was endeavouring to 
palliate my late incivility ; and as to my 
preſent ſilence, they conſtrued it into tacit 
obedience, and young Mr. Simpkins was 
beginning to get familiar, which rouſed 
me from the apathy I had been in. He 
had already ventured to kiſs my hand, 
and again to call me © dear Miſs;“ upon 
which I jumped up, ſeized my flat can- 


dleſtick, made him and my mother a moſt .. 


profound reverence, and went immedi- 


ately into my bed room; I locked my 
door, that my mother might not come in 


to ſcold me, and I then turned my thoughts 


to a very different ſubject, from what was 
at that time paſſing in their breaſts below. 


I viewed over and over again the ſcheme 
that Mr. Gordon had offered to my con- 
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fideration: by turns I thought of the in- 


gratitude to my mother and father, who 


had ever done what they fancied beſt for 


- (though we were not in great circum- 
ſtances,) which I found was become ne- 
eſſary to my happineſs ; all this joined 
to my being myſelf but too much in love, 
made me relolve upon obeying the diQates 
of my heart; and as I hag neither art 


pk 


me, and whom I had heard often declare 
* that I never ſhould marry a red coat: 


then Mr. Simpkins' odiouſneſs came into 


my head; which together with my attach- 
ment for his rival, turned the ſcale. 1 
alſo knew that my mother was of a very 
forgiving temper, and that when it was 


over, and I was the declared wife of Cap- 


tain Gordon, ſhe would pardon it, and my 
father who was under the greateſt order, 
would do exaRly as ſhe did. Mr. Gor- 
don's evident ill health, the different mode 
of life and ſtyle I ſhould be in with him, 


nor deceit, I did not wiſh to make a favor 
of what upon the whole I was very willing 
to grant, : 7; 3 
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The next morning I was exact to my 
appointment; I told him what my ſenſa- 
tions had been, and the reſolution that I 
had formed ; he was beyond meaſure de- 
lighted, and ſaid, © that if I would go and 
prepare my mind, &c. for the ceremony, 
he would in the mean time ſend to a young 
friend of his, who was within twelve miles 
of Swanſea, and had taken orders Jately ; 


that he was ſure he would perform the 


ceremony with pleaſure.” His friend 
came in a very few hours, and we were 
united; he was forced to leave me imme- 
diately, to join his regiment, as his father 
was to review them on the next day. He 
took the molt tender and affectionate leave 


of me; he thanked me and ſaid, © I had 


made him the happieſt of men,” 


I was, however, in very low ſpirits my- 


ſelf; there was ſomething very diſtreſſing * | 


in having been prevailed upon to do ſuch 
a deed, and being left alone to repent of 
it. It ſeemed when I reflected upon it, 
like a dream; I found that the privacy. 
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vith which it was conducted, was in the 


main repugnant to my feelings, and that 
I was ſtill to be equally ſubject to the 
annoyance of Mr. Simpkins. Altogether 
I felt very wretched, and very forlorn ; 


however, a moſt affectionate letter which 


I received from my dear Mr. Gordon, 
made me ſome amends, and as it was 


ſucceeded by ſeveral others, I grew by 


degrees leſs diſcontented. I began to 


. diſregard the worries I was wont to have 


upon account 'of Mr. Simpkins, and to 


think all the fuſs made was only laughable, 


as I was in fact out of their reach; but 
this tranquillity did not laſt long. My 
mother came in one morning, and-faid, “I 
am determined to lock you up Miſs, till 
you chuſe to give your hand to the man 
of my choice, ſo go up into your room, 
and be aſſured I will not be-the firſt to 
change.“ I expoſtulated and intreated 


all in my power, I threatened to run away 


from her houſe, but ſhe equally diſre- 

garded my threats and intreaties, and here 
I am now a victim to her reſentment ; one 

| thing 
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thing has done me good, and that is the 
abſence of Mr. Simpkins. 


I had the happineſs of one letter after 
my confinement, from my huſband, in an- 
{wer to the complaints I ſent him: „it 
contained expreſſions of concern at what I 
had endured, and hopes that 'all things 
would ſoon mend, as he had almoſt brought 
himſelf to a determination to fling himſelf 
at his father's feet, and tell him all; he 
begged that I would compole myſelf, and 
endeavour to get leave to breathe a little 
air once a day, and to amuſe myſelf every 
moment with keeping up the accompliſh 
ments for. which he had ſo particularly 
admired me.” My mother has ſuffered 
me upon my urging my health to go out 
in the evening, attended by the maid, who 
is her fac totum, and who I ſuſpect has 
been the means of depriving me of Mr. 
Gordon's letters; certain it is, I never 
now get any, and the ſuſpence I am in 
about him, renders me quite miſerable. 
This * is the finale of my long tale, and 
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J chink you will agree with me, as to the 
impropriety of my ſeeing any gentlemen, 
and I have no doubt but you will give 


up your polite intentions of © viſiting me 


every day.“ 


I have the honor to be 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 


AuEzLIA GonnoN, 


_ Continuation of Mr. Freeman's Letter, 


I dare ſay, my dear Stanhope, you will 
feel with us for this poor young woman ; 
I wiſh from my ſoul that her huſband 
may ſoon claim her; he ought to do it, 
for ſhe is a lovely creature. I ſuſpeR the 


letters have fallen into the mother's hands, 


and that he will ſoon come to ſee what is 
become 
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become of her: Danby looks very blank 
upon it ; I begin to think he had worked 
himſelf up into fancying he was in love 
with her; however, it will not hurt him; 
the odds are, he forgets ſhe is in being 
within this week, as he perceives ſhe is 
not comeatable. : 


We leave this place in a fortnight's 
time, and at Chriſtmas we talk of going 
down together to Bath: Mr. Aubrey 
goes there for his health, which affords 
me pleaſant ſpeculations : God bleſs you 
my friend ; and further us in our pious 
reſolves, as well as in our loves. This 
ſtory came in very apropos, from a love 
ſick man, who had nothing but your 
paſſion, and his own to write about. 
Farewell, 


Your's with all my heart, 


CruanLtEes FREEMAN, 


| 
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LETTER XIII. 


— 


Miſs Conway to Miſs Willoughby. 
3 | : 


— 


Bath. 


W E are juſt arrived here, my dear 
couſin, and I hope to be with you next 


veek: my friend is obliged by the kind 


invitation your laſt contained, but at this 
time, her accepting it is impoſſible, 


Mr. Aubrey intends ſtaying here all 
the winter, and I have promiſed to re- 
turn again at Chriſtmas, and to bring you 
if poſſible, I felt very ſorry when our 
party at Swanſea broke up : they have all 
tried their ſkill to entertain me, and to 

raiſe 
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raiſe my ſpirits, and with great ſucceſs, - 
for I am a vaſt deal leſs miſerable than 
I was. 


I have had opportunities of knowing a 
great deal more of Mr. Wentworth, than 
I did abroad; indeed he has endeavoured 
all he could to perſuade me that he is in 
love with me; it is the conſtant theme of 
his ſong of late, and I have been forced 
to own to,him, that I had parted with my 
heart long ago; and that though it was to 
an ingrate, the wound had been too deep, 
ever to be perfectly healed; I wiſh, as it 
has turned out, that I had beſtowed my 
affections on Mr. Wentworth, inſtead of 
my cruel © Villebon;“ but the ſubjett of 
love to me now is diſguſting, and I have 
hinted as much to him: he has, however, 
made it his requeſt, that the acknowledge- 
ment he had given of his paſſion, might 
not deprive him of my friendſhip; which 
I aſſured him it ſhould not: he vowed 
his life ſhould be a life of cehbacy : 1 
begged no raſh vows; and ſaid, “ that I 

ſhould 


IL 162 J 


ſhould take greater pleaſure in, his ac- 
quaintance, if he was never again to talk 
to me in that manner: he aſſured me that 
he would avoid it as much as Was in his 
power. I ſhould' regret loſing him as a 


friend, for he is a charming young man; 


and from the firſt of our acquaintance, has 
ſhewed me the moſt flattering attentions. 

I muſt repeat that it would have been a 
lucky circumſtance, if my heart had been 
beſtowed upon him, inſtead of where it 
was: his being of my own religion, and 
of my own country, all would have ren- 
dered it a more defirable connexion. But 
why do I talk of this? what have I to do 
now with the Marquis? has he not left 
me for another? Oh Heavens, when will 
the ſad remembrance of his infidelity, of 
the ſcene in the garden, be blotted from 
my mind! When 1 name him, every 
thing m once ruſhes into my thoughts; 
it injures my health to look back, it ſinks 
me to the earth: but I will turn to other 
ſubjetts; I am become a ſhocking egotiſt, 
a poor creature, hardly worth your notice. 
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I was ſadly mortified at the indignity, 
you deſeribed in your laſt; it was humili- 
ating, even from ſo contemptible a wretch 
as Mr. Daſhwood. The picture you have 
drawn of him, is a moſt odious one in- 
deed: I know of no expreſſion ſtrong 
enough to execrate his condutt to women. 
I am equally filled with indignation and 
concern, that ſuch fine ſpirits, fine feel- 
ings, fine underſtanding, and exquiſite 


ſenſibility and agreeableneſs, ſhould have 


been trampled upon by a reptile, too de- 
generate to belong to any ſpecies; invec- 
tive is to be ſure unavailing now. There 
was quite a concert of abule in this houſe, 
when I read that part of your letter: 
Mr. Aubrey ſays, you ſhould not appear 
to remember it; though of courſe you 
will avoid as much as poſlible, ſpeaking to 
him, unleſs he addrefles you, and then it 


ſhould be with civility, as you muſt be- 


ware of making this unprincipled danger- 
ous monſter your enemy. 


1 ſhall be happy to hear all Mrs. Pen- 
ton's 
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ton's interrogatories, provided ſhe will 
propoſe them in one day; otherwiſe T ſhall 
be out of patience, for I have not ſpirits 


to be perpetually talking to ſuch an inqui- | 


ſitive impertinent woman, as I remember 


her to be: that ugly trick ſhe has, of re- 


tailing every thing one ſays to my Lady, 
makes her a great bore. 


I do not know what opinion to give, as 
to Sir Thomas _Stanhope' s. profeſſions : 
you have every night to inſpire, both an 
ardent, and a ſincere attachment; and I 
hope it is both' in this cafe, as your heart 


ſeems a little intereſted already, in its 


termination: if he is the man of ſenſe you 
deſcribe, he will not attend to a coxcomb's 
opinions. As we are 0 ſoon to meet, 
my dear girl, I ſhall not tire you with 
ſuggeſtions, or remarks at this time. I am 
moſt unalterahly your affectionate friend, 


ww 


Lovisa Conwar. 


11 


WW 


— 2 


{ 165 J 


LETTER XP 


- 
* 
* 


The Marquis de Villebon to Monſieur de 
Cologne. 


. 
. 
. 
| 


Noon moſt welcome letter, and the 
kind requeſt it contained, I am greatly 
obliged for; I ſhould gladly embrace any 
opportunity of meeting your father, and 
of ſeeing you, but my dear Iſabella is not 
well enough to be left. 


As ſoon as travelling will be ſafe for 
her, ſhe is to go to try what the Bath 
waters will do for her. I am wretched, 
beyond meaſure wretched, at the uncer- 
tainty I continue in, as well as ſeeing my 

filter 
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ſiſter ſo unhappy, and ſo indiſpoſed. I 
have met with ſeveral emigrants from my 
country, who were acquainted with my 
love, but none can give any intelligence 
reſpeQing her, excepting that the convent 


in which I left her, had been deſtroyed : 


moſt likely your father knows no more. 
If it was not for Iſabella, I ſhould not 
exiſt, but ſink under my affliction ; but I 
feel that if 1 break my heart entirely, that 


ſhe will be forlorn, and without a friend, 
not knowing a ſyllable of Engliſh : al- 


ready her roſes are faded, and her ſpirits 


decaying ; I impute it all to the life I 
have led her. I cannot diſguiſe what I 
ſuffer always, and Jately I am grown more 
impatient than ever of my ignorance. I 
remember there was a man, I fancied was 
endeavouring to be my rival; perhaps he 
has taken advantage of my abſence, and 
gained her hand; yet her vows! her re- 
iterated vows! how dare I accuſe this 
beſt of women of inconſtancy ? Of late, 
my hearing from her has been impratti- 
cable, and how do I know what at firſt 

| | pre- 
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prevented it? unreaſonable wretch that I 
am: it. is poſſible ſhe may have met with 
ſome accident! avert it Heaven! Oh, I 
ſhall go diſtrafted! I cannot ſpeak eter- 
nally (now Iſabella is ſo ill) to her upon 
it, and the reſtraint kills me, and makes 
it worſe to bear, I will, ere I conclude, 
take a little air, that I may not ſay fare- 
well, quite in ſo deſponding a mood. 


Oh, my friend! I have ſeen her! I 
have ſeen my Louiſa ! ſhe is at this mo- 
ment within one mile of me! I was re- 
turning home from my ride, when I paſſed 
a carriage in which was Miſs Willoughby, 
who I once ſaw, I perceived'(in the in- 
ſtant I was bowing to her) the profile of 
my Louiſa! by Heavens it is true! Oh, 
what was my ſenſation, : what my gra- 
titude, at that minute! I had, however, 
juſt preſence of mind to ſay to the ſervant 
who followed the carriage, © what is that 
lady's name with Miſs Willoughby ? Oh, 
Cologne, judge of my delight when he 
anſwered “ Conway, Sir;” that ſhe ſhould 
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be alive, lingle, and ſo near to me; it Was 


too much; it overcame me. I followed 
them with my, eyes to the end of the ave- 
nue, and I would have gone after them, 


but I felt myſelf unable to move; my 
ſenſes ' ſeemed to have forſaken me, and 
for a while I ſet in a ſort of reverie; at 


laſt I awoke to the happy diſcovery I ha 
made: I looked at my watch; and found 


I had been an hour in this ſtate: I at- 
tempted to geton horſeback (for J had flip- 
ped off upon a bank, in my agitation) but I 
found I was too weak to remount, I there- 
fore led my horſe as well as I could, and 
to my no ſmall concern I ſaw my poor 
Iſabella hobbling out to look for me; ſhe 
faw the temper of mind I went\out in, and 
was terrible alarmed for me; I ſhould 


have began by chiding her for ſuch ex- 


treme careleſſneſs of her health, but I was 
ſo taken up with my happineſs, that I only 
exclaimed, « ] have ſeen her, ſhe is at 
Mrs. Willoughby's; s;” my countenance 
was ; ſo diſtrait, and the words I uttered ſo 


extraordinary, that ſhe concluded (what 
ſhe 


* 


L 1699 1 


ſhe had more than once apprehended had 
come to paſs) that my love and diſappoint- 
ments had deprived me at length of my 
ſenſes. She flew up to me, and ſaid, in 
her angelic ſtrain, © My dear Villebon, be 
compoſed or you will kill me. Do not 
look at me in that wild manner, Do not 
utter ſuch incoherent expreſſions.“ I claſp- 
ed my hands together, and ſaid again“ She 
is here, ſhe is at Willoughby-Place, Louiſa 


is ſafe, ſhe is ſtill Miſs Conway, I have 
ſeen her!“ 


My ſiſter began to perceive that the 
preſent diſtrattion (which ſhe at firſt ap- 
prehended to be ſo melancholy) was ac- 
tually at the joyful diſcovery I had made. 
She flew into my arms, and ſaid every thing 
tender, and congratulatory upon the ſub- 
ject; ſhe endeavoured to aſſiſt me, but we 
were invalids, and we agreed to walk flowly 
home; I led the horſe, and upon our ar- 
rival we ſat down, and, with as much 
calmneſs as I was able, endeavoured to 
plan what was to be done, At firſt, I 

Vol. I, * thought 
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thought of ruſhing into the preſence of 
my treaſure, but Iſabelle, who is all pru- 
dence and good ſenſe, recommended my 
writing to her, and my even ſtaying till 
to-morrow before I did that, when ſhe ſaid 
I ſhould be more compoſed. I conſented 


not to ſend to her that moment, but I begged 


at leaſt to write the letter inſtantly, which 
I am now going to do, as I have brought 


myſelf enough to my ſenſes by giving you 


firſt this happy intelligence, to be able to 
write a proper letter for the eyes of this 


dear woman. 


Alas! Cologne, I am ruined, I am un- 
done! Louiſa is gone! How could I follow 
theadvice which, inthe coolneſs of her pru- 
dence, Iſabelle ſo cruelly adminiſtered ? 
had I-ſent laſt night, I, by this time, might 


have been happy; but now ſhe is gone, 


God knows where, or if ever to return. I 
came Originally into this county becauſe 
L remembered to have heard her ſpeak of 


it, but the name of Willoughby I do not 


remember at all to have heard her men- 
| 0 
tion, 
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tion, at leaſt not particularly. I wrote to 
her expreſſive of my joy, my inexpreſſible 
rapture at having only ſeen her en paſſant; 
I entreated that ſhe would point out a 
mode for me to immediately throw, at 
her feet the tendereſt, and the moſt faith- 
ful of lovers; I ſent it by nine o'clock this 
morning: the ſervant brought back word 
that the family were gone two hours be- 
fore to London, and they could not tell 
for how long a time ; diſappointment, vex- 
ation, and deſpair ; the effects of all three 
fell upon my poor ſiſter. I termed her 
buſy, over cautious, cold, fit only to have 
been a Nun; in ſhort, I overpowered her 
with my cruel epithets, till ſhe burſt into 
tears, which reminded me of her dehcate 
{tate of health, and my cruelty and ingra- 
titude, but I was in torture; placed as I 
thought within a few minutes of reaching 
the ſummit of happineſs, to, all of a ſud- 
den, hear my hopes were daſhed; yet 
J was ſenſibly touched with remorſe, when 
I ſaw the diſtreſs I had occaſioned by my 
p pettiſnneſs to my dear Iſabelle, I begged 
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her forgiveneſs, took her upon my knee, 
and ſhe is all mildneſs : ſhe pardoned me 
immediately, and with her uſual good 
ſenſe. and conſideratzon, ſaid © You can 
eaſily trace the foot ſteps of your Louiſa, 
be calm, and remember what a much bet- 
ter proſpe& you have of ſeeing her, than 
you had; recollett what a ſituation of dark. 
neſs and ſuſpence you were in; and be 
thankful at leaſt that ſhe is alive, and not 
(as you at times apprehended) the wife of 
another. 


We then once more fat down to confi- 
der for the beſt how I was to aQ, and it 


Vas agreed that I ſhould go to Willoughby- 


Place, and make all neceſſary enquiries : 
I know enough of Engliſh from the in- 
ſtructions I have often received of my 
lovely Miſtreſs to make myſelf perfectly 
underſtood, and I will not yet releaſe you 
till T am returned from making theſe en- 
quiries. 


I cannot help telling you (though 1 
| know 
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know it will be painful, and diſpleafing to 
you) that Iſabelle is again really ill; ſhe 
is unequal to enduring any thing out of 
the common way, and had a ſort of faint- 
ing fit juſt now, and is gone to bed: I 
have been alone to Mrs. Willoughby's, 
where I learned from the houſe-keeper, 
chat Miſs Conway was merely gone up to 
lettle ſome affairs in town, and that Mrs. 
Willoughby, who is her Aunt, (and now 
I remember her ſpeaking often of her 
Aunt And Coufin, though without calling _ 
them by their names) is gone with her 
upon the ſame occaſion ; they are not ex- 1 5 
petted to be abſent long, but I ſhall 140 


write, and prepare her as ſoon as ſhe re- * 
turns; for my viſit, I am now eaſy for the 8 
preſent at leaſt ; indeed, but for my poor : b 
Iſabelle, I might ſay happy almoſt ; but to 1 | 
ſee her in the bloom of youth decaying in 1 
ſo premature a manner, is painful to a wh 
Cbrother ho doats upon her as I yy 2 ! 


truſt in Heaven that Bath will be of ſervice 
to her: I ſhall accompany her thither, as 
I g ſoon 
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ſoon as I have had one interview with 
Louiſa. I ought now to apologiſe for hav. 
ing concealed from you the name of Miſs 
Conway, as well as it's having been to an 
Engliſh woman that I had fo long given 
my heart; the fa& was, I was deſtined to 
be the huſband of another, andmy relations 
(eſpecially my Aunt at Lauſanne) were 
beyond meaſure averſe to people of her 
country, and I was apprehenſive they 
would do us both in theſe times of miſ- 
chief, ſome great injury if the engage- 
ment tranſpired that ſubſiſted between us, 
I made therefore no confidant but your- 
ſelf, and I'could not bring myſelf, even to 
you, to be thoroughly unreſerved in caſe of 
_ accidents. My Ifabelle is a rigid Catho- 
lic, and I fear it has ſunk her ſpirits par- 
ticularly to ſee my whole ſoul ſet upon 
one who was of a different religion from 
myſelf: I have always determined upon 
never interfering with her's, and my 
Louiſa has a thouſand times given me 
the ſame aſſurance on her part, 


Adieu, 


( 75 1 4, 
Adieu, remember me moſt reſpe&fully 


to the Marquis de Cologne, and believe - 
me very 31 


Faichfully your's, 


VIIILI BOX. 
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LETTER XV. 


From Monſieur de Cologne, Jun. to the 
Marquis de Villebon. 


— ——— —— 


MY DEAR MARQU1S, 


Arden it is impoſſible for a perſon 
who loves you aswellas I do, not to feel for 

all your ſufferings, and therefore to make 
ſome allowance for your impetuoſity to the 
beſt of ſiſters, yet I muſt ſay, I ſhould have 
congratulated you upon your preſent good 

( fortune with a better heart, if in your 0 
deſpair you had remembered the tender 
conſtitution and delicate feelings of the 
divine Iſabelle; but I will not awaken 
your grief, but forgive you this once in 
conſideration of the contrition you ex- 

preſſed: 
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preſſed: I am now to inform you, that 
the ladies my father eſcorted to England, 
were a Miſs Selway, and the identical 
Miſs Conway, whom you have ſo long been 
attached to: this I did not know before 
the receipt of your laſt ; how ſhould I in- 
deed, had you not for the very good reaſons 
you aſſign, kept me in the dark as to her 
name, your heart would have been at reſt 
much ſooner. My dear father is in rap- 
tures with Miſs Conway, and you have 
a rival to combat with, for by one or two 
letters ſhe has written him, I ſee their re- 
gard is quite mutual: he has often. told 
me how dejected and melancholy ſhe was, 
and he has not been able, fince he came 
down to Lord Anſly's, to put her out of 
his head: he ſuſpetted there was a lover 
in the caſe, he ſaid: by this account I 
conclude ſhe has been lamenting your ab- 
ſence as much as you have her's. I want 
much to hear why you abandoned her at a 
time, ſuch as this: when you are at leiſure 
I truſt you will tell me every thing. 


I5 I meant 
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I meant to have repeated my viſit at 
your cottage, but your intended journey 
puts it for the preſent out of the queſtion. 
To tell you a little ſecret, I ſhall contrive 
to meet you at. Bath, and endeavour to 
induce my dear Iſabelle to liſten to reaſon ; 
I have already told my father how much 
I was intereſted by this dear invalid, and 
alſo of your calamity in being ſtripped of 
all your riches ; he ſaid, © joyfully ſhould 
he conſent to our union, as I had ſo im- 
menſe an affe&ion for her, provided it was 
returned; which I could not venture to 
aſſert : from you, my friend, I aſk that in- 
formation ; I ſometimes think ſhe quite 
hates me; at moments I have fancied 
otherwiſe : ſhe is peculiary pleafing to 
me: I fancy I am partial to a delicate 
woman, even in ill health, rather than to 
handſome women in the rudeſt health and 
ſpirits: ſo few draw a line to pleaſe me, and 
fo few are really themſelves; but I will not 
in order to compliment your ſiſter, detract 
from her ſex ; I know ſhe would not take 
that as a pleaſant compliment: offer her 

at 


C wo 1 


at leaſt my beſt regards, and beſt wiſhes 
for the re-eſtabliſnhment of her health; 
We ſhall meet at Bath: n 1 0 
go there. 


I know you will think that I have not 
faid half enough to congratulate you upon 
your preſent joy: this temporary vex- 
ation, (though mortifying to an eager lo- 
ver like yourſelf,) when compared to 
your ſituation before, ought to vaniſh 14 
immediately: and I defire you to bear it . 
like a man; and you failed in that reſpect Bi 
a little, I muſt ſay, upon your diſappoint- * 
ment, at leaſt my reſentment for your be- = 
haviour to Iſabelle, makes me ſee it in a 


light leſs favorable to you than I ſhould 
otherwiſe have done. 


My father was mentioning that Miſs 
Conway had a large and independent for- 
tune, which you never once hinted : I 
conclude that your tale would not ſound 
ſufficiently romantic, if you either of you 
had a competency. I know you will be. 


16 angry 
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angry at my manner of receiving hay in- 
telligence, but if you have any penetration 
you vill perceive the cauſe of my not be- 
ing thoroughly cordial to you: 


Is Dx Coiocxe. 


— — —„V- . Ao — 2 
> — L - 


| 
| 
: 
] 


181 J 


LETTER XVI. 


— 


Mis Conway to Miſs Selway. 


I: was many hours before I could 
enough recover myſelf, my deareſt Au- 
guſta, after our parting, to even look for- 
ward with pleaſure to a rencontre with 
my dear good relations. 


You and I have for ſo long a time been 
inſeparable companions ; you have ſoothed 
me in all my troubles, have been my ſo- 
lace, my moſt able monitreſs; I ſay you 
are become ſo much a part of myſelf, that 
I felt quite ſevered from my better half : 

| I wept 


1 16 J 
I wept extremely for many hours. It 
was in vain that I attempted to comfort 


myſelf by the reflection for how very 
ſhort a time we were to part; it ſeemed 


an age: it was enough for me that I was 
to loſe ſight of you at all. My maid 


ſeemed to feel for my diſtreſs, and, of 


courſe, thought that inſtead of being a free 


agent as I am, that I was forced by ſome 
cruel relatives to quit you and go to them 
againſt my inclination. I had not ſpirits to 
{ſpeak to her, which I ſhould have done 
in return for her ſympathiſing countenance 
aloße, in ſpite of my diſlike to opening my 
lips to ſervants, but that I felt unable 
to ſpeak. This rule of mine, you well 
| know, does not proceed from pride, but 
I acquired it from my dear Madame de 
Grammont, whoſe maxim it was, never to 
treat her domeſtics with freedom, but al- 
ways with humanity : ſhe was almoſt the 
only perſon who in my orphant ſtate ever 
gave me advice, and her admonitions had 
due weight with me, as you ROW; wy be- 
loves Auguſta. . | 
| But 
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But to return to my journey. On the 
ſecond day, I was more compoſed, and by 
degrees, as I approached the country where 
I had been ſo much in my infancy, and from 
which I had departed fo long, I began to 
be affected in a different manner: every 
inn, every houſe, was recogniſed by me 
again, and reminded me of the days that 
were gone : they employed both my. eyes 
and my thoughts as I approached; I grew 
more impatient for the moment to arrive 
when I ſhould fly into the arms of my 
beloved friends, and there ſeemed an hour 
between every mile- ſtone; at length we 
arrived at the gate of the avenue, and I 
found them waiting there to receive us, 
and they had actually been there tue 
hours :. I ſprung into the arms, firſt of So- 
phia, then into my Aunt's, and fo on alter- 
nately for ſeveral minutes; and juſt that 
time I had forgot my tender Auguſta, 
and'even my cruel Marquis : I-felt quite 
in fpirits ; in a few minutes we reached 
together, the houſe from which 1 ſet off 


when I went firſt into that unhappy coun- 
x 


| 
1 try. 
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try. This brought in ſome degree to 
my recollection the ſcenes that had paſſed 
ſince; and I could not help ſaying, © Oh! 
ye peaceful ſhades, how happy was I ere 
J left you'!”* but my couſin gave me a 


look, a ſort of reproachful look, and I 


felt that it was an ill return for their af- 
fection, to bring to my any thing ſad, 
and I recovered myſelf almoſt immedi- 
ately. We ſpent the whole day very 
much to the ſatisfaction of all parties; 
indeed, I had not felt any thing ſo near 
happineſs a vaſt while. We have ſince 
had a thouſand things to talk of, and 
my health being much mended by the 
journey, I have been equal to giving them 
what information they required of me; 
and, of courſe, in ſuch a time as we left 
Paris, 1 had a great deal to relate that 


muſt have eſcaped me in my letters, fince 
our arrival. I did not write to you as 
ſoon as I wiſhed, as they actually could 
not endure to loſe a word I might have 

to ſay: beſides, I have already been quite 
engaged, by the compliments that all 
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the neighbourhood have been here to make 
me; among the reſt Lady Edgemore, and 
Mrs. Penton, were not wanting in attention: 


I found the latter full as inquiſitive as I had 
been taught to expect; however, I gratified 


her in as much as it was in my power; and 


as ſhe ſpeaks in a whiſper, and as I anſwered 
her in-the ſame piano ſtyle, ſhe had picked 
up much intelligence for her Lady, upon 


their return. 


We have written to my guardians to 
acquaint them, that we are immediately 
to be in town, to ſettle with them. They 
were prepared before, ſo I hope it will be all 
in readineſs that we may not long be detain- 
ed from this charming place : though it does 


not appear to advantage in this ſeaſon of the 


year, yet to me it is very delightful. We 


mean to ſet off to morrow in the morning 
very early; to day we have been calling at 


the French family's that my couſin gave us 


ſuch an intereſting account of. They are 
all very pleafing, eſpecially Madame de 


Louvre; who is bleſſed wich one of the 


ſweeteſt | 
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ſweeteſt little girls I ever ſaw. My Aunt is 
very kind to her, and Sophia takes pains 
to improve her in the Engliſh language; 
poor little angel, it might be uſeful to her. 


Monſieur de Louvre, is, I fear, in the laſt 
ſtage of a decline, at leaſt he has that appear- 
ance: they remember to have ſeen us 
at Madame de Grammont's, and I alſo re- 
collect their faces, but among the immenſe 
number of the ci-divant nobleſſe that we 
were accuſtomed to meet, it is difficult to 
diſtinguiſh thoſe who had not been intro- 
duced to us, or particularly of Madame de 
Grammont's acquaintance. There are vaſt 
numbers of French about York, I find, As 
we were returning from the houſe of Lady 
Edgemiore's, (where we have likewiſe been 
to day) our carriage paſſed by that beauti- 
ful young man, whom, if you recolle& ſhe 
deſcribed as being melancholy ; I did not 
ſee his face, but my couſin returned his bow; 
it is very ſad to have the horrid ſcenes we 
have beheld, brought back thus to one's re- 
collettion by the ſight of theſe ſufferers. 


I fhall 
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I ſhall be very glad when I have received 
my fortune, to adminiſter comfort to the ſa- 
mily, I have been juſt made acquainted 
with, I have in this inſtant turned in my 
mind, a little plan for the de Louvres'; if 
Providence will but ſpare his life, I will ad- 
vance money to put them in a line of inde- 
pendence, ſo as to be enabled, for the ſake 
of their feelings, to repay me hereafter, and 
poſſeſs an exiſtence at leaſt. But I ſhall 
firſt induſtriouſly endeavour to win their 
affections; for it would be highly indelicate 
to offer aſſiſtance, till I am entitled to fo 
much happineſs by an intimacy, which it 
ſhall be my buſineſs to cultivate, when I 
return from London. Sophia 1s grown an 
extreme fine young woman, and has a natural 
elegance, that is very remarkable, and un- 
common, in a girl brought up ſo remote 
from the great world : there is ſomething 


very lively in whatever ſhe ſays; at the 
lame time ſhe is gentle, feminine, and ten- 
der hearted. She ſtudies my Aunt's very 
looks, and it is evident, that all ſhe ſays and 
does, proceeds equally from duty and affec- 


tion: 
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tion: her attentions to all their viſitors, 
make her an univerſal favorite. She is very 
humane, and perfectly good tempered; in 
ſhort, ſhe is altogether a moſt charming girl, 
and would do the firſt man in the kingdom 
honour, if ſhe was to become his wife: in- 
deed, I am not ſpeaking from partiality, but 
it is the obſervation of every one, that ſhe 
has the appearance of having been brought 
up all her days in a court. She ſeems in 
high ſpirits at the thoughts of going to Lon- 
don, and I {uſpett, and fear, that ſhe is 
elated. at the chance there is of her meeting 
Sir Thomas Stanhope : Lady Edgemore 
ſaid, he was expected there very ſoon, but 
I believe my couſin did not hear it, and I 
ſhall not tell her yet, as I ſhould he ſorry 
to damp. the pleaſure I perceive going to 
town gives. her. If he does come into 
Yorkſhire, during our ſhort abſence, - and 
has ſerious intentions, he will follow her 
wherever ſhe goes; if he does not, he is 
unworthy of fuch a woman, and it is as well 


they meet no more. I do not apprehend 


that her heart is yet ſo irretrievably gone, as 
| to 
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to be Þng hurt, if the matter goes no fur- 
ther; yet I think it too near that degree of 
attachment, to defire they ſhould ſee each 


other 1 he ſhould not mean to make 
her his propoſals. : 


I have many things to do this evening; 


and ſhall therefore ſhorten my epiſtle: 1 


have not any words expreflive enough of 
the extreme gratitude I feel towards Mr. 
and Mrs. Aubrey, for their uncommon 
tenderneſs, attention, and hoſpitality to your 
poor ſtupid friend : do you, my Auguſta, 
in your own language, make up for me, if 
I am deficient ; you know me, and all my 
ſentiments : ſuffer them not to ſuppoſe me 
unmindful of their favors ; tell them I have 
ceaſed.to be ſo deſponding, but be aſſured 


I ſhall never ceaſe to be, your devoted 
friend, | 


Lovisa Conway. 
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LETTER XVII. 


M:ſs Conway to Mifs Selway. 


— 


; London. 
I: never occurred to me, to give you my 
addreſs in town, by which piece of incom- 
parable ſtupidity, I have been deprived of 
an early anſwer to my letter : I am vaſtly 
provoked with myſelf, We are (as our 
ſtay is fo ſhort) at an hotel: it is ſurpriſing, 
how much more comfortable and neat theſe 
fort of places are here, than we found them 
abroad. We ſent as ſoon as poſſible to 
Mr. Aimwell, one of my guardians, and he 
was ſo obliging as to wait upon my Aunt di- 
rektly: he brought his attorney, and all my 


Papers 
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papers with him: my Aunt had her ſoli- 
citor, and they among them made it appear, 
that I am poſſeſſed of forty-five thouſand 
pounds; the intereſt having ſo much accu- 
mulated during my long minority. We 
all went together the next day to the bank, 


when I had the pleaſure of ſeeing my for- 8 
tune transferred into my own name: 1 


have only to hope, therefore, that I may 
be endued with grace, to diſpoſe of it in 
ſuch a manner, as to render it a bleſſing to 


others, as well as to myſelf. My idea of 


riches 1s a very contemptible one, when 
confined within the limits either of one's 
own cheſt, or one's own family. 


We mean to ſtay long enough in the 
metropolis to ſee the lions, for it is all 
quite new, you know, to me, and my couſin 
fays, ſhe has never had time, when ſhe has 
been in town, to ſee every thing. In the 
midſt of this buſtle, I cannot help telling 
you, that I am in a very uncomfortable 
predicament, m having no home : my Aunt 
has very kindly propoſed my living with 
her, 


— — 


. 


|  abreſſes. 
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her, but that I am determined not to do; 
perſons who are independent of each other, 


may viſit, but not reſide together. She is 


a very good little woman, and is very kind 


and conſiderate in my affairs: I find my 
ſpirits better than they were, which I muſt 


Attribute to the conſtant buſtle I have been 

in, which doubtleſs drives away thought: 
it is ſurpriſing, the effect a London life 
has, in theſe inſtances; I ſhould be ſorry, 
| however, to hve there, and fall into its 


gaities. I have, I muſt confeſs, been much 
entertained at two plays, ſince I came up: 
mote ſo than I have been a long time, 


at any thing like an amyſement: Mrs. 


Siddons ſurpaſſes my moſt ſanguine ex- 
pectations; her countenance has ſuch won- 
derful expreſſion in it, that every word 
comes ſtrengthened from her eye. I have 
alſo ſeen the comic actreſs, and her powers 
are moſt extraordinary: I think ' myſelf 
very lucky, in being well enough to paſs 
my judgment. yu theſe much admired | 


1am 
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I am afraid I ſhall not reliſh the Opera; 1 
it will probably put me in mind of ſcenes | 
N 


that I have been endeavouring to forget, 4 
as the ſame Operas are come here now, * 
that was acting in my days of jubilee 
abroad: unleſs Sophia, or my Aunt, makes 
a particular point of my going with them to a7 | 
one, I ſhall endeavour to avoid it. She is 
juſt entered with the' propoſals at the tip of 

her tongue, and in ſuch a ſupplicating tone, 
that I am afraid I ſhall yield: I wiſh ſhe 
would go with her Aunt, but ſhe is never 
caſy, or amuſed by any thing, 1f I am out 
of. her ſight ; ſhe is, in ſhort, a to rote Au- | 

__ 


My n has been put to the 
teſt, and to oblige my Aunt, I have con- 
ſented to go this evening to the Opera: I 
ſhall not cloſe my letter till I return ; not 
from expecting any incident worthy a re- 
mark, but with the hope that it may turn 
out better than I expect, to enliven the 
finale of my ditty-; I confeſs it wants ſome 
thing of that fort, but you may perceive 
Vor, TI. K 0 
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1 am net as deſponding as I uſed to be; 
I ſpeak of other things than my great ma- 
lady, and for your ſake, I vill fly this 
moment from another reflection upon my 


ht. and what has preceded it. 


. promiſed to be more amuſing, and I 
have met the only perſon (except yourſelf) 
who could have given me ſpirits to keep 


my word. We had not been long ſeated 


at. the Opera, before I diſcovered in an 
oppoſite box, Mr. Wentworth, Mr. Dan- 
by, and with them a very handſome look- 
ing man: I obſerved to Sophia that there 
was my friend, whom I had ſo often men- 
tioned to her at Swanſea : upon looking 
at herfor a reply, I perceived her face was 
| like crimſon; and ſhe then turned very 
pale, and I was really apprehenſive that 
ſhe would have fainted: I was alarmed, 
and aſked my Aunt for her ſmelling bottle, 
which I applied with great ſucceſs; ſhe 
ſoon recovered from her embarraſſment, 
and ſaid, Oh my dear Louiſa, there is 
Sir Thamas eee : I am ſhocked at 

the 
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the emotions it occaſioned to me: why 
did you awake my Aunt from her attention 
to the muſic? my change of countenance 
might otherwiſe have eſcaped her notice, 
and I fear when ſhe defcries Sir Thomas, 
the will at once ſuſpe& the cauſe.” For- 


tunately ſhe did not at leaſt; ſeem to have 


diſcovered it: my couſin com herſelf, 


and Sir Thomas took no notice of her. 


At the end of the act, Mr. Wentworth 
perceived me, and flew round like light- 
ning; and as uſual, we were of one accord, 
glad to ſee each other: I-aſked him who 
his friend was; (for he had brought him 
round, but not Mr. Danby,) I beg, ſaid J, 
you will introduce me to a perſon I have 
heard you ſpeak fo favourably of: Sophia 
chid me with her looks, and I really faw 
ſhe was ſeriouſly diſpleaſed with me, that 
I ſhould preſs him into our company, as 
he was evidently avoiding her; not hav- 
ing had the good manners, even diſtantly 
to have acknowledged her, as his acquain- 
tance, I felt the reproof, and was forry 
I had faid what I did; however, Mr. 
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Wentworth tqok great pleaſure in obey- 
ing my commands ; and at the ſame time 
deſired I would do the ſame friendly office 
for him with Mrs. and Miſs Willoughby. 
It is impoſſible to conceive a face ſo full 


_ of expreſſion, as poor Louiſa's was at that 


3 


moment: I who underſtand. her looks, 


ſaw the anxiety. ſhe was under. He had 


made her a very, low and reſpectful bow, 


upon his coming into our box, and there 
the matter would have reſted, but for my 
officiouſnels, and I do not wonder her 
pride was hurt. In the courſe of the 
evening, he came up to my Aunt; and 
he then turned round to Sophia, and ſaid, 
Madam, I hope you have been quite 
well, ſince I had the pleaſure of ſeeing 
you; I heard of you the other day, from 
Mr. Daſhwood, who told me he bad talen 
you to a dance at my Lord's, and from 


him I picked up a great deal of intelli- 


' gence of all my friends.” You remember 


the behaviour. of this coxcomb to her; 
now I was convinced he had been invent- 
ing a thouſand falſhoods-to her diſadvan- 

hs, tage: 
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tage : I perceived a vaſt conſtraint in Sir 
Thomas's manner; I fancied too, that he 
looked dejefted, or that, he was very 
formal, and the knight of the woeful 
countenance. In the coffee room, I aſked 
Mr. Wentworth, if he was not reſerved ; 
he ſaid, © By no means; but he feels 
himſelf rather aukwardly ſituated: he is 
violently attached to your couſin, and it 
ſeems, ſhe rather gave him to ſuppoſe, 


that ſhe did not diſlike him, when they 


were laſt together. He has fince been 
told, that ſhe deteſts, and abuſes him; 
that ſhe has a predilection for another 
man : but I cannot for all that, reconcile 
myſelf to her having turned my moſt 
agreeable friend, into ridicule : a man of 
ſenſe, and faſhion, may be rejected, if a 
Jady's heart happens even to be engaged 
to his inferior; but I think it is unneceſ- 
ſary to prove your attachment to one 
man, by detracting from the other. You 
ſee, my dear Miſs Conway, I continue to 
lay all I think to you, and I beg it may 
he entre nous, or I ſhall get into a ſcrape 
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with the Baronet.” I exclaimed, © Entre 
nous, Mr. Wentworth ! Oh no, that can- 
not be, any thing elfe I would have kept 
ſecret, if you had done me the honour to 
repoſe any confidence in me, but I mu/t 
tell my couſin this: it is all falſe, that 
you have been told; I know who ſaid 
this of her, it was the moſt contemptible 
fellow I ever heard of; a Mr. Daſhwood, 
who I have heard much of: call upon us 
to-morrow, and I will convince you of the 
impertinence of this man.“ | 


He — me, though in a moſt 
gentle manner, for my prejudice againſt 
poor Daſhwood,”” who was a moſt good 
humoured man, and actually favored by 
my couſin : he had ſeen letters from her 
to Mr. Daſhwood, in which the nonſenſe 
Str Thomas Stanhope had annoyed her 
with, was treated moſt ludicrouſſy. 


At this, I was really deſperate; but we 
were obſerved, we were both ſo eager; 
I was forced, therefore, to moderate my 


indig- 
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mdignation, and only to beg he would 
hear me the next morning ; for though it 
was of no conſequence to my couſin, I 
could not bear any thing untrue, ſhould 
be ſaid of her, for ſhe never abuſed any 
body ; and though ſhe had. the moſt nice 
obſervation, and a vaſt fund of wit, ſhe 
never exerciſed it ill- naturedly, and I had 
heard her ſpeak in very different terms, 
of Sir Thomas Stanhope, from what. was 
repreſented, and of Mr. Daſhwood, as a 
coxcomb, unworthy of a thought. 


I conclude, that this man has forged 


ſome letters: I cannot. bear this pleaſant 
gentleman, ſhould be ſo humbugged. We 


ſat up very late, talking it over, when we 


got home : ſhe ſays, that ſhe had a pre- 
ſentiment, this man would do her ſome 
injury; and he ſeems to have taken the 


method, of all others, to mortify and hurt 


her moſt. Mr. Wentworth came, accord- 


ing to my requeſt; and he has informed 


me, that what we ſuſpected has happened, 
and that he has done her all che miſchief 
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he could. He affured Sir Thomas, that 
* he had diſcovered ſo many things, to 
her diſadvantage, that though he really was 
a little ſmitten, he would not now marry 
her for worlds. That ſhe is both a great 
flirt, and a great jilt ; that ſhe has correſ- 
ponded with a number of young men, 
but that at preſent, ſhe profeſſes to love 
.none but Mr. Daſhwood.”” I immedi- 

ately related all I knew, and wiſhed him 
to repeat it to his friend; but he repre- 
ſented to me, that the moſt ſerious conſe- 
quences muſt enſue, from that mode of 
aQting; and he begged leave to manage 
the matter, firſt with Daſhwood, and make 
him fall down upon his marrow-bones to 
both parties; in the mean time, he ſhould 
give Sir Thomas the moſt ſolemn aſſu- 
rances, that no ſuch attachment had ever 
exiſted ; but he muſt have patience, before 
he makes any enquiries.. This being ſet- 
tled to our mutual ſatisfattion, he promiſed 
to come and ſee us in the country; and 
while he adheres to his promiſe, and I am 
an inmate at my Aunt's, I ſee no impro- 


priety, 


WM : 


priety, in his keeping up an acquaintance, 
that he full well knows the extent of, and 
ſeems contented with my terms. 

By the bye, I made Mr. Danby a 
number of courteſies at the Opera, but 
he never returned a ſingle bow: he was 
with ſome very gay people, and affected 
not to ſee me; he was certainly not near- 
ſighted at Swanſea. I told Mr. Went- 
worth of it, and he ſaid, © he certainly 


was not near-ſighted any where; but that 


it was a way with our Engliſh fine gentle- 
men, to know you, or not know you, 


according to their ſituation and your's. 


He. ſaid, he had thought Danby quite 


grown ſuperior to all that boyiſh vulga- 


rity, for your real well bred men of 
faſhion never did this rude thing ; which 
in the bea monde, is ſometimes termed, 
cutting a perſon.” He lays, Danby's only 
reaſon for exerciſing this new ſtyle of 
behaviour, he ſuppoſes, was becauſe I 
was not known in town: if I was to be 
much in town, and was to be well intro- 
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duced, he would undoubtedly have ſeen 
me, though I had been a mile off, I ex- 
preſſed my aſtoniſhment at it, and he ſaid, 
Oh I have frequently ſeen very beauti- 
ful girls, courteſy to a man, who poſſibly 
has been in their company an hundred 
times in the country, and I have ſeen a 
coxcomb ſtare her full in the face in town, 
and take no notice of her.” I inveighed 
bitrerly . againſt this ſort of breeding and 
folly, and he told me a particular inſtance, 
that diverted me; and as you my dear 
Auguſta, are a novice, as well as myſelf, 
in Engliſh © haut ton,“ I will relate to 
you Mr. Wentworth's ſtory: 


A very beautiful girl, who had danced 
at many race balls, muſic meetings, &c. 
with a Mr. Browning, met him at the 
Opera, and he was ſtanding cloſe to her, 
upon which ſhe ſpoke to him, thinking he 
had overlooked her ; he put up his glaſs, 
looked through it ten minutes, and was off 
like a ſhot; leaving her as. much aſto- 
niſhed, as I was at our friend Mr, Danby's 

inci- 


E 


incivility. By-and- bye, a great per ſonage, 
who had alſo admired the young Lady in 


queſtion, came up and ſpoke to her, with 
his uſual civility, and condeſcenſion; while 


they were talking, the coxcomb walked 


up, upon which ſhe had courage enough, 


to ſay, © Here is a ſhabby fellow ! it is but 


juſt now, Sir, he cut me, but now you are 
pleaſed to honour me with your notice, 


he alſo remembers he has ſeen me be- 
fore.“ 


walked off. 


This unintereſting detail, upon ſuch an 


unintereſting animal, as I have been de- 
{cribing, I am afraid will wear you; but 
it is ſo unlike any thing I had been uſed 
to, that I could not paſs it over in ſilence: 
poor Mr. Danby ! I pity him, for his ab- 


ſurdity; I did not much lament it, as I 


never at Swanſea thought his converſa- 
tion very deſirable. 


My Aunt has fixed, to return, the day 


after to-morrow, and as I have written 


6 R this, 
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The beau looked like a fool, and 
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this at. all odd moments, I ſhall not ſeal 
it till I am juſt in the act of rg into 
the carriage. 


Sir Thomas Stanhope has written to 
my couſin, intreating her to forgive his 
abrupt manner, of aſking if any engage- 
ment ſubſiſted, between her and Mr. 
Daſhwood: he owns, that no conſide ra- 
tion ought to induce him to take ſuch a 
liberty, but from ſome hints he had re- 
ceived from Mr. Wentworth, he ſuſpected 
he had been cruelly miſinformed, upon 
this account; and his happineſs or miſery 
depended, upon the reply ſhe might con- 
deſcend to give him. 


I ſhall tranſcribe the reply that Sophia 
ſent him: 


$IR, 

ALlTHouch I own I am 
ſomewhat aſtoniſhed, at the queſtion con- 
tained in your letter, yet as I ſhould be 
very ſorry, if any one thought, I had an 


engage 
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engagement, with ſuch a perſon as Mr. 
Daſhwood; I beg leave to aſſure you, 
there 1s no perſon in the world, I have 
ſo ſlight an acquaintance with, or for 
whom I have ſo ſovereign a contempt. 


I am your moſt obedient 


Humble ſervant, 


SoOPHIA W1ILLOUGHBY. 


Here reſts, for the preſent at leaſt, the 
affair between them; and, as we leave M 
town ſo ſoon, and I have an hundred 
things to do, I ſhall releaſe you, after 
making you read ſuch a long, and tedious 
account of nothing. You will be ſur- 


priſed that my mind can * ſuch whip 
ſyllabub. 
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LETTER XVIII. 


— —— — 


— 


Miſs Selway to Miſs Conway. 


J au delighted, my deareſt, beſt of friends, 
that your ſpirits are gradually mending, and 
that your health ſeems ſoentirely re-eftabliſh- 
ed: I do not deſpair of ſeeing you yet as 
cheerful as you were ſome years ago; why 
ſhould you not ? Do not, with an abyndance 
of attractions, waſte all your youth in de- 
ploring a misfortune that now is ſo entirely 
irremediable, when it is fo much in your 
power to be happy yourſelf, and to confer 
happineſs upon ſo many other people. I 
know you will be very angry with me for 
what 


E 


what I am about to ſay, but I cannot help 
{peaking my ſentiments; for remember, that 
I have made no bargain, if Mr. Wentworth 
has; fo I will tell you that I wiſh you would 
recall your determination upon his ſcore. 
I am ſure, was it not for this unfortunate re- 
membrance of an attachment that ought 
now to be buried in oblivion, I ſay, but for 
this, you would have given your heart long 
ago to this charming man; I am really 
quite intereſted for him ; he is calculated 
to make you a very happy woman, and 
doats upon you, though poſſibly has not the 
manner of {peaking to you with that enthu- 
ſiaſtic tone, that energetic look, that I re- 
member in the ingrate who has, inthe prime 


of my friend's life, cut ſhort all her hopes, 


do not let me ſay all her beſt days; let me flat- 
ter myſelf that there are yet ſome happy mo- 
ments remaining for her. 


1 muſt, my dear friend, really remark, 


that I do not think you are quite indifferent 


to him ; you profeſs to have an extreme 
friendſhip, and that is a very nice diſtinc- 
tion that 1 cannot as yet comprehend, I 

5 really 
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really believe that you have attachment 
enough, whether you term it love or 
friendſhip, to be very happy together for 
life. Do not ſtart at this word; you ne- 
ver would hear me upon this ſubject, 
but I am reſolved to write my ſenti- 
ments, though I know 1 ſhall have a ſe- 
vere reprimand. 


I think it very romantic in two young 
people ſettling a plan of friendſhip, eſpeci- 
ally as he was in love with you from 
the firſt time of his ſeeing you, long 
before he ventured to declare it; for it 
was at one time viſible to him, that his 
paſſion muſt be hopeleſs; but, as I have 
candidly told him the extent of your ca- 
lamity, do not deceive yourſelf by ſuppoſ- 
ing that he has not yet hopes of ſoftening 
you to liſten to him. I think he has an. 
uncommon good heart, and I think both 
him and Freeman teſtified it particularly, 
in their zeal for poor Mrs. Gordon. Mr. 
Wentworth knows the General, and has a 
plan of getting this lovely young woman in- 

to his preſence ſome time hence, ( he 
may 
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may have occular demonſtration of her 
perſections, before he knows Me ſhe is the 
perſon his ſon is to be diſinherited for, 
if he ſhould marry her.” I hope by this 
time, that ſhe has heard from her huſband, 
or 1 ſhall begin to ſuſpett that he has re- 
pented his marriage. Mr. Freeman has 
made his appearance at Bath, within theſe 
two days, and I was really glad to ſee 
him; whether the remembrance of the 
many jovial days we had enſemble at 
Swanſea was the cauſe that I have ſome 
latent penchant for this man, I know not, 
but certain it is I was very glad to ſee 
him (as I ſaid before) come into the 
Pump Room; and I believe he perceived 
it, for he was very blithe and airy : he 
has one fault, and I think that, by no 
means, an inconſiderable one; being ra- 
ther familiar. My mother is prodigiouſly 
diſguſted, with the manners of gentlemen 
to ladies, in this age; but ſhe very un- 
charitably attributes it, to our being more 
eaſy towards them: I do not, if this zs the 
cale, think we mean any worſe than our 


grande 
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grandmothers did, when they ſat ſtarched 
up, in high form, working ſkreens and 
chairs, and never looked towards the 
young gentlemen in their tye wigs and 
embroidered coats; but their papas and 
mammas uled to ſettle therr unions, upon 
their birth : little mifles and maſteys, in 
ſwaddling clothes, were betrothed, in prder 
to keep up the family ; and whether'they 
liked, or diſliked one another, it was all 
one in the end. But why this long di- 
greſſion from Mr. Freeman ? he ſaid a 
great deal, to make me fancy it was I. 
that was the magnet at Bath, to him: he 
is always lamenting, his having unluckily 
run out of his fortune almoſt : now as I 
have a very pretty one, I am of opinion, 
provided he means no longer to play, or 
to be a rattle, that we might be equally 
happy, though it is poſſible, my mother 
will be of a different opinion; I hope 
not, for I do aſſure you, if he was to pop 
the queſtion to me, I ſhould be grieved 
to ſay nay, though we have not been 
longer acquainted; I do not think, we 
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are the more hkely to be miſerable, be- 
cauſe we have had no difficulties, or 
wonderful adventures to relate ; it may 
be leſs romantic, but that is all. 


Since I have written the above, I have 
found a difficulty indeed; for my mother 
declares, that Mr. Freeman need not de- 
ceive himſelf, for ſhe would never con- 
ſent to my marrying ſuch a diffipated 
young man, belonging to ſuch a gay ſet 
of men; who having been in the habit of 
gambling, &c. &c. can never make ſteady 
huſbands; and if I valued her peace, I 
ſhould diſcourage all his overtures. Oh 
dear me, what 1s the uſe of being inde- - 
pendent, and of age, if we may not do 
as we pleaſe; but as it is only my duty, 
and affection, that binds me, and as I 
muſt certainly- abound in both, for the 
beſt of mother's, I think poor Mr. Free- 
man has but little hopes: indeed 1 am of 
opinion, that if young women, took their 
parent's advice oftener, as to thoſe they 
{hould not marry, there would be fewer 


unhappy 
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' unhappy matches, as they ſee without the 
film, that is generally before the young 
perſon's eyes; and it is really impoſſible, 
for an inexperienced gir}, under the in- 
fluence of an attachment of this nature, 
to judge for the beſt; one is apt to ſee 
every thing through a wrong medium. 


Mr. Aubrey has ſaid nothing yet, upon 
the ſubject; he waits, no doubt, to ſee 
which way the wind lies, for you know, 
mamma's opinion always biaſſes him; at 
this time, I do not'know how it would be, 
for he is very fond of Mr. Freeman, and 


W 0 


thinks both he and Mr. Wentworth have 


very good hearts, however unfortunate 
they may have been, in their choice of 
faſhionable companions. | 


We are much amuſed at Mr._Danby's 
fineneſs, and I long to ſee him, that I 
may have the pleaſure of badgering him 
upon it. 1 ſhould have expetted it more 
from Miſs Willoughby's coxcomb, as I 


thought the other, though not a very 


agree- 
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agreeable lady's man, not ſo abſurd a 
creature, to cut his acquaintance in ſuch 
a ſhabby manner. But to turn from this 
beau, to a ſubjett ſomething ſuperior : I 
had this morning, the ſupreme pleaſure 
of meeting Monſieur de Cologne, and 
with him, his ſon, who is quite an Engliſh 
man, is very elegant and handſome; his 
father had great reaſon to be proud of 
him. The old dear man, ſhook my hands 
a thouſand times, and enquired for my 
charming friend, in the moſt tender man- 
ner: he has been informed, that his eſtates 
are confiſcated, his houſes burnt down, 
trees torn up by the roots: Ob, this mer- 
cileſs civil war! where will it end? He 
ſays, it 1s of leſs conſequence to him to 
be deprived of theſe goods of this world, 
as he has fecured enough ready money, to 
live in ſtyle here, to the end of his days; 
and his ſon's relations, by the mother's. 
ſide, have quite adopted him, and he will 
be extremely rich. They mean to reſide 
altogether, in England, as they have ſo 
many relations, and expectations here. 

We 
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We are all impatience for Chriſtmas, 
when we hope, nothing will prevent your 
coming to us, and bringing your couſin 
with you. This is the moſt beautiful 
town I ever ſaw: we came here rather 
too ſoon for the ſeaſon: it is the ton, for 
people to ſpend the holidays at Bath, 
rather than at their family ſeats, as for- 
merly ; the exchange may be more jovial, 
for the young and giddy, but doubtleſs, 
our -anceſtors did the more reſpeCable 
thing. | 

I have been introduced to the Maſters 
of Ceremony, and feel for gentlemen, who 
ſpend their lives in bowing, and ſeldom 
give content. It is curious to ſee how 
mothers puſh their daughters on for places, 
and partners: I could make a number of 
nonfenfical remarks, upon what I fee, but 
as they are all common place, I ſhall 
poſtpone them, till at leaſt,” I have more 
time. I could alfo write a volume of 
the moſt intereſting converſation, that has 
paſſed fince this letter was began, be- 
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tween Mr. Freeman, and myſelf; but I 
muſt cut him, and be faſhionable. To be 
ſerious, my mother's wiſh, is a law to me; 
I will avoid him, therefore : and now my 
deareſt Louiſa, let me intreat you, once 
more, to keep your ſpirits up, and your 
thoughts conſtantly amuſed ; never ſuffer 
them again to recall to your mind, the 
perſon who has been the caule of all your 
woe; and (if he is married to another,) 
who you cannot think of now, without a 
ſin; let the remembrance. of your own 
conſequence, and what 1s due to yourſelf, 
induce you to follow my advice; and 
may you deſpiſe the author of your miſ- 
fortunes. Heaven protect you. 


AUGUSTA SELWAY. 


1 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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